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Be the Reason: 
inspiring others through 

our uniqueness

Upcoming
   events

A

what this year’s theme means 

to our state vice president

Oftentimes we look for inspiration 
so that we may find a potential 
direction for ourselves. We look 
to parents, advisors, and peers, 
hoping that they can lead the way 
to our next adventure. However, 
we ourselves can inspire many 
other people to do things that they 
might think are impossible. This 
year, the State FFA Officer Team 
chose the theme “Be the Reason” 
because you can, in fact, be the 
reason that someone becomes 
inspired and you can truly make 
your inspiration unique to you. 

We all have our own strengths, 
talents, and dreams that make us 
original. If we use these attributes 
effectively, we can have a greater 
reach and make an even deeper 
impact. Maybe you’re a great 
communicator, maybe you excel 
at your SAE, maybe you have new 
and creative ideas. Whatever your 
gifts, you have the ability to be 
the reason that someone in your 
chapter rises to new challenges. 

Leading by example is another 
aspect that seems to be overlooked. 
If we ourselves have bravery and 

confidence to conquer new tasks, 
we can show others that anything 
is possible. Sometimes all it takes 
to inspire others is to make a path 
for them to follow. It’s like having 
an older sibling—you look up to 
everything that they do and you 
want to be just like them. Your 
mentorship could mean the world 
to someone else.  

The options are endless, your 
potential is limitless, and the 
determining factor is you. Will 
you take hold of the opportunity 
to help members in your chapter, 
your region, or even your state 
become a better version of 
themselves? Michigan FFA, “Be 
the Reason.”

By: Jessie Nash
State Vice President
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Our 2018-19 State Treasurer, Ben Butcher, is 
currently attending Michigan State University as 
a freshman. Ben was a member of the Corunna 
FFA Chapter since 8th grade, inspired to join 
by his mother, father, and grandparents as they 
shared with him all of the amazing experiences 
they had as FFA members. Ben has five total 
SAEs including everything from turf grass 
management to poultry production. “The future 
starts today not tomorrow.” This is not only 
Ben’s favorite quote but how he has chosen to 
live his state officer year, always giving his best to 
today.

Ben Butcher
state treasurer

One word to 
describe me: 
“Passionate” 
Favorite TV Show: 
“NCIS”
Favorite Sport: 
Baseball see what the state officers 

have in common with you!

carson evans 
region II State 
Vice president

One word to 
describe me: 
“Dedicated”
Favorite Movie: 
“The Longest Yard”
Personal Hobby: 
Showing Cattle

Kylie sperow
region VI state 
vice president 

One word to 
describe me: 
“Passionate”
Favorite FFA 
Activity: 
National FFA 
Convention & Expo
Favorite Candy: 
Sour Patch Kids

In 2014, Carson Evans, our 2018-19 Region II 
State Vice President, joined FFA, following in 
his dad’s and grandfather’s footsteps. In addition 
to being incredibly active in FFA, Carson has 
also been involved in his high school football 
and baseball teams, National Honor Society, 
and the Michigan Junior Shorthorn Association. 
Since being elected to state office in March, 
Carson has lived out the word he uses to describe 
himself—dedicated. “Once I set my mind on 
something and make a commitment, I put in 
100 percent no matter what.”

Kylie Sperow is both a freshman at Michigan 
State University and our 2018-19 Region VI 
State Vice President. Currently, Kylie is studying 
Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resource 
Education and someday in the future hopes to 
possibly return to teach agriscience at her home 
FFA Chapter—Ogemaw Heights. When asked 
what she believes to be her biggest role as a state 
officer, Kylie answered, “To serve the members 
and to listen to their wants and needs.” So far, 
she has succeeded at that by always listening and 
advocating for FFA and members everywhere 
she goes.
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Agricultural 
Communications

Raegan Gembarski

North Huron

Agricultural 
Sales 

Haley Talaski

Harbor Beach

Agriscience 
Research - 

Animal systems

Jessica Murawski 

North Huron

Agriscience 
Research - Plant 

systems

Ben Zaleski

North huron

Agricultural 
Processing

Nathan Laurenz

Breckenridge

Agricultural 
education

Faith Yageman

North Huron

diversified ag 
production 

grant geiger

ubly

dairy production - 
entrepreneurship

shannon good 

caledonia

Dairy Production-
placement

amber 
wolschleger

ubly

Beef Production - 
Placement

thomas toner

north huron

Beef production - 
Entrepreneurship

Kaytlin newton

lapeer County 
Education tech 

center

continued on page D

Proficiency Awards
State winning

2018

The FFA Agricultural Proficency Awards honor FFA members who, through their Supervised 
Agricultural Experiences (SAEs), have developed specialized skills that they can apply toward their 

future careers. The individuals featured in this article are the state winners in each of their categories, 
and their Proficiency Award applications have been sent to the National FFA to compete for National 

FFA Agricultural Proficiency Awards, where they can receive a rating of National Finalist, Gold, 
Silver, Bronze or Participant. 
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diversified crop 
production

meghan goretski

north huron

diversified 
livestock 
production

devin haywood 

hastings

Environmental 
science & 

Natural resource 
management 

lexie wilson

hopkins

equine science - 
entrepreneurship

abigale 
kuntzleman

springport

equine science - 
placement

mckenna nye

tuscola tech 
center

home and/
or community 
development

savannah 
tennant

webberville

outdoor 
recreation 

jarrod seaberg

ravenna

poultry 
production

lela milligan

sanilac career 
center

grain production

ty finegan

jackson area 
career center

fruit production
 

zackery lemmen

montague

wildlife 
management

connor davenport

jackson area 
career center

swine  
production -  
placement

hannah rose

calhoun area 
career center

vegetable 
production

jordyn skinner

caledonia

swine 
production - 

entrepreneurship 

Payton Hines 

Branch area cc

sheep production

caitlin henne 

springport
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Erin Allen, Customer Relations and Employee Development Manager for Michigan Agricultural 
Commodities, Inc., talks about her background in agriculture, FFA, and other past experiences that 

have helped her get to where she is now.

E

The Michigan Agricultural 
Commodities, Inc. (MAC) mission 
statement centers on honesty, 
reliability, and growth, which drive 
the work we do every day. Founded 
as a small trading office in 1976, 
today MAC is Michigan’s largest 
grain handler with 42.455 million 
bushels of storage capacity and 
around 100 employees.  MAC offers 
agronomy services, efficient elevator 
facilities, grain marketing expertise 
and unique partnerships throughout 
the value chain in order to develop 
individualized plans tailored to each 
grower. 

At MAC, I serve as the Customer 
Relations and Employee Development 
Manager. I focus much of my time 
on recruiting new employees to our 

organization and advancing the skills 
of our current employees.  I also oversee 
customer outreach, including our 
company newsletters, website, and 
social media. My goal is to help bring 

value to both our customers and our 
own employees.  

Growing up in a small town in 
Michigan’s Thumb, agriculture was 
in my blood and I knew my career 
would land in this industry, although 
I was unsure exactly where that 
would be. Taking advantage of almost 
every opportunity FFA provided me 
during high school made my love of 
agriculture grow. I held various officer 
positions, participated in leadership 
contests, showed animals, and 
attended conferences. I also served as 
the Michigan FFA State Sentinel my 
freshman year at Michigan State. 

While trying to figure out my 
career path, I continued to take 
advantage of ways to learn more about 
agriculture and different careers. I 
joined the National Agri-Marketing 
Association (NAMA), participated 
in the Agriculture Future of America 
conference, and continued to build 
relationships wherever I could.  I was 
also able to study abroad to learn more 
about the international market. My 
internship and jobs throughout college 
helped me determine areas in the 
industry that were very interesting to 
me, and others that I knew wouldn’t be 
a good fit. 

The great thing about this industry 
is that whatever your interest, 
background, and skills are, there is a 
wide variety of opportunities available. 
I earned my degree in Agri-Business 
Management from MSU and spent 
over eight years working for Syngenta, 
a global agribusiness company, before 
joining the MAC team.  My different 
roles and experiences, including 

my involvement with FFA, helped 
me develop my work ethic, taught 
me to manage my time, built my 
communication skills, and shaped 
my interpersonal skills to focus on 
teamwork when interacting with 
others. All of these skills are needed 
for me to complete my job successfully, 
and they are also the types of things we 
look for in employees at MAC.  

Our work isn’t always easy, but we do 
like to have fun while we do it! With 
tasks ranging from unloading trucks 
to loading trains to spraying fields to 
marketing grain to accounting and so 
much more, MAC offers a variety of 
positions to fit many interests. With so 
many responsibilities, we don’t expect 
new employees to know everything but 
rather to be willing to learn, and we’ll 
teach you. Wherever you are in your 
career path, work hard, get involved, 
and build relationships with people 
throughout the industry.  Agriculture 
is constantly changing, and MAC is 
always looking for the next generation 
of great employees to help move our 
industry forward!

By: Erin Allen
Past State Officer & Industry 
Professional 

In the Industry Today:  

grain
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Sometimes the best advice in life comes from those who have been in our shoes, so we asked six 
members from all over the state of Michigan who are nearing the end of their FFA journey, 

  
‘‘What is one piece of advice you would give to yourself when you were a 

younger ffa member?’’ 
 

 Check out their answers!

f

Member to     
      Member

“Make sure you socialize, 
give your all in everything 

that you do, and just be kind. 
The competitions that you 

compete in will help you 
grow to be a better, stronger 

person. Your time in the 
FFA will stick with you 

forever; make sure you leave 
an impression with those you 

meet along your journey.”  
–Alexis Stump, Niles FFA

“To my younger self, I would 
say stop letting opportunities 
pass by. Most opportunities 
in FFA are only presented 
a handful of times in your 
career. Every opportunity 

that comes around in FFA is 
an opportunity for personal 
growth, and every time one 
passes by untaken, you are 

just shortchanging yourself.” 
–Kyle Stack, Fremont FFA

“Be open to all avenues of 
agriculture and not just 

stick to livestock, crops, or 
whatever you are comfortable 

with.”  
– Mary Hartmann, Genessee 

Career Institute

“Be open to anything. You 
never know what you’re 

good at and what you could 
succeed at. There are so 
many opportunities this 
organization has to offer; 
never pass something up 

because you could fail at it.” 
–Mattie Howell, Jonesville 

FFA 

“I want every FFA member 
to know that FFA has 

something perfect for them. 
Explore all the possibilities 
FFA has to offer and pick 

that one thing you just want 
to keep doing over and over 

again. That thing is your 
passion, and your passion will 
guide you through every step 

of your life.”  
– Addy Battel, Cass City

“Every opportunity is a 
chance to better yourself, 
and you should take these 

opportunities while you can 
because before you know it, 
it’s your last banquet, and 

you deserve a banquet filled 
will celebration rather than 

regret.”  
– Lindsey Hoppe, Alpena 

FFA



michigan

G

This edition’s #StudentSaturday is a graduate of Corunna 
High School, where she has been a member of the Corunna 
FFA Chapter ever since she was able to join in 8th grade. 
“My FFA journey began in 8th grade when a fellow FFA 
member told me I should come to a meeting for free ice 
cream and awesome door prizes. From the beginning of ag 
class I was eventually drawn into FFA,” Avianna Jackson 
states, recapping her FFA journey. Today, Avianna has been 
an active FFA member for five years and is now attending 
Lansing Community College.   

Earlier this year, Avianna 
finished her FFA journey 
with a bang. Along with 
her teammate, she finished 
first in the State FFA 
Demonstration Contest, 
with a demonstration on 
the topic of pruning apple 
trees. Additionally, she has 
competed in many other 
contests such as Greenhand 
Conduct of Meetings, 
Agricultural Issues, Horse 
Judging, Floriculture, and 
Farm Business Management. 
Despite her success and 
experience in these other 
contests, Avianna exclaims, 

“My favorite contest would have to be Demonstration. My 
teammate and I … are both dedicated and competitive so it 
made preparing for the contest enjoyable. We visited apple 
orchards to receive hands-on experience and knowledge 
bringing the task to real life. Winning at the Michigan FFA 
State Convention made all the hours of hard work rewarding. 
I will always remember performing on the stage of the 
Wharton Center.  For that I am thankful for the memories, 

#studentsaturday  

Aviana Jackson
friends, and the unforgettable experiences the leadership and 
skills contests have brought me. The dedication and time 
directed to each contest is exhilarating but rewarding.” In 
addition to contests, Avianna has served as the Corunna FFA 
Chapter’s junior vice president, vice president, and the Region 
IV Vice President. 
 
The area of equine 
science is where 
Avianna finds her 
passion and her 
SAE. Two years ago, 
Avianna and her 
brother put up a fence 
that would house her 
horses and, ultimately, 
fulfill a longtime dream of being a horse owner. Within her 
SAE in equine science, Avianna owns two horses—caring 
for their everyday needs, creating a diet program specially 
formulated for the individual horse, and designing an exercise 
routine to maximize each horse’s potential. Altogether, she 
has been riding for over ten years and always trains her own 
horses.  

Outside of FFA, Avianna was active in a wide variety of 
extracurriculars including the Corunna Marching and 
Symphonic Band, Equestrian Team, Varsity Swim Team, 
Blazing Saddles 4-H Club, Byron Bronc Busters, National 
Honor Society, Shiawassee County Jr. Fair Board Member, 
a lifeguard, and was crowned the 2018 Shiawassee County 
Fair Queen. Avianna will be attending Lansing Community 
College for two years with plans to transfer to Michigan State 
University to major in Animal Science. After obtaining her 
bachelor’s, she hopes to be admitted into the MSU College 
of Veterinary Medicine and become a large animal vet, one 
day possibly opening her own veterinary clinic in Shiawassee 
County. 
 
By: Sam Wortz
State Reporter
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Very often when we think about obtaining a career in the agriculture industry, we think about going 
to college for something like Animal Science or Crop and Soil Sciences, however, there are so many 
more degrees that still allow you to go into agriculture. The three individuals you are about to 

meet are studying or have studied not so ‘‘traditionally agricultural’’ majors and are working in the 
agriculture industry today!

I

Q & A with 

Nontraditional
Agriculture Majors

Name: Elena Boxey 
 

College: Michigan State 
University 

 
Year In School: Senior 

 
Major: Nontraditional 
Agricultural Education 

 
MINOR: Public Relations 

 
FFA Chapter: 

Lapeer County Tech Center 
 

Dream Career: 
Working with farmers and 
agricultural businesses  to 

advocate for new technology and 
correcting misinformation in ag. 

Name: Emily House 
 

College: Michigan State 
University 

 
Year In School: Senior 

 
Major 1: Accounting 

 
Major 2: Animal Science 

 
FFA Chapter: 

Webberville 
 

Dream Career: 
Work for an agriculturally 

related business, preferably in the 
animal production sector, as an 

accountant.

Name: Kayla Keyser 
 

College: Michigan State 
University 

 
Year In School: Spring 2018 

Graduate 
 

Major 1: Communications 
 

major 2: Animal Science 
 

FFA Chapter: 
Coleman 

 
Dream Career: 

What she’s doing now! Currently, 
Kayla is crafting positive messages 

for her clients in agriculture, 
food, and rural markets.

continued on page J
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Q: What made and/or influenced you to choose your major? 

Elena: “My major is Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources Education with 
a minor in Public Relations. My involvement within professional organizations, 
attending conferences, and connecting with various professionals within that 
year opened my eyes to the lack of educational programming and misuse of 
communication technology in our industry. I found my passion was wanting 
to promote agricultural commodities to increase demand, benefiting producers 
while also helping consumers make more informed choices in the grocery 
store. MSU does not currently offer a major in Agricultural Communications. 
By choosing my combination of majors, I have been able to customize my 
coursework to gain the necessary experience and knowledge to pursue a career in 
the agricultural communication field with a skill set in agricultural education.”

Q: What do you hope to do or are currently doing with your degrees? 

Emily: “I am currently interning at Monsanto’s phosphorus plant in Soda 
Springs, Id., as a finance intern. The main objective of the plant is to turn ore 
that is mined nearby into elemental phosphorus. In my specific role, I do a 
wide variety of financially related tasks from analyzing rising costs to auditing 
contractor compliance. No two days are ever the same, which keeps me on my 
toes and excited for what is coming next. However, the aspect I love the most 
about this position is that I get to do accounting work for an agricultural firm. I 
am discovering that it truly is possible to have an impact on the industry I love, 
without being on the farm.”

Q: What is your favorite part of your majors? 

Kayla: “My favorite aspect of my degrees is the strategic training I received 
in connecting people from varying backgrounds and perspectives. It is so 
important today in agriculture that we communicate effectively with widely 
diverse audiences. Food production affects everyone in a very personal way. As 
we work to close the gap between farm and table, it is important to keep in mind 
that each person receives and interprets messages in a different way.”

Q: What clubs and/or organizations are you involved with through MSU? 

Elena: “I am involved in MSU NAMA (National Agri-Marketing Association), 
Sigma Alpha, and the  College of Agriculture and Natural Resources Student 
Senate.I have attended the Agriculture Future of America and AgChat 
conferences, which were invaluable leadership development and industry 
connection opportunities. I have also been active in residence hall government 
and intramural athletics.”

Q: How have the things you have gained and/or learned in FFA, 4-H, sports, 
or other extracurriculars contributed to your education, career goals, and 
connections? 

Kayla: “My involvement in clubs has taught me more than any class has. You 
learn how to work with others, plan events, organize meetings, delegate tasks, 
and so much more, all while having a blast and making lifelong memories!”

Q: Please share one piece of advice to members looking to attend MSU. 

Emily: “Don’t be intimidated by how large campus is or by how many people 
there are. Once you find your niche, such as Sigma Alpha or really any club, 
campus instantly goes from overwhelming to comfortable. I came from a small 
school with under 50 people in my graduating class, and believe me, it was an 
abrupt change. However, by finding my place in Sigma Alpha, campus started to 
feel like home.”
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michigan ffa 
foundation  
Glassbrook 

Grants

L

Pauline Glassbrook was an active advocate 
for agriculture throughout her life. She 
retired from the Michigan Department of 
Education in 1978 after 50 years of service. 
During her time of employment, she worked 
closely with FFA and its programs. In 1993, 
Pauline and her husband Stanley established 
the Glassbrook Endowment through 
the Michigan FFA Foundation. The 
Glassbrook FFA Endowment helps fund 
agriculture and natural resources education 
and leadership initiatives for traditional 
and nontraditional K-12 programs. Since 

2001, the Endowment 
has contributed over 
$500,000 in grants to 
promote Agricultural 
Literacy in Michigan. 
The Michigan FFA 
Foundation honors 
Pauline Glassbrook and 
will forever be grateful of 
her support and ongoing 
dedication to agriculture 
and Michigan FFA.

Are you interested in helping your chapter receive a Glassbrook Grant?  Visit our website at  
www.michiganffa.com/foundation and click on “Agriscience Education Grants” to find the downloadable 

application today! Applications are due December 1, 2018.

Congratulations to the 2017-2018  
Glassbrook Grant Recipients 

 
Centreville FFA 

North Huron FFA 

Marshall FFA 

Olivet FFA 

Alma FFA 

Laker FFA 

Whiteford FFA 

Whittemore-Prescott FFA 

Ubly  FFA 

Cass City FFA 
 

Cheasaning FFA 

Carney-Nadeau FFA
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For the National Chapter Award, chapters fill out an application consisting of short descriptions of their program of 
activities and document the goals, results, evaluations, and photos for each activity. To qualify, a chapter must complete at 

least 15 activities: one for each of the five quality standards in each of the three divisions. The applications are judged at the 
state level, and after the top three are chosen, the other chapters receive a gold, silver, or bronze rating. The top three are 

eligible to compete at state convention in the National Chapter Presentation Contest, and gold-rated chapters can move on 
to National FFA, where they can receive a three-star, two-star, or one-star rating.

K

Chapter Awards
2018 National

State Winner:
Springport

2nd Place:
Hopkins

3rd Place:
Lapeer

M
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‘‘The one thing I have enjoyed 
the most is when students 
accomplish something they didn’t 
think they could and get to see 
their hard work pay off.’’

-Mr. Brian Kiesling

the most is when students accomplish something they 
didn’t think they could and get to see their hard work 
pay off.” During his time at Corunna, Kiesling, along 
with Forbush, 
have established 
the Food 
for America 
program, a two-
part program 
combining 
classroom 
lessons and a 
petting zoo. 
This program 
brings students 
from the 
Corunna School 
District, ranging in age from preschool to third grade, to 
learn more about agriculture with the help of Corunna 
FFA members. In the classroom portion, students get 
to engage by making pigs out of paper plates while FFA 
members teach facts about pigs. Next, the students go to 
the petting zoo and see the animals. This program is just 
one example of the opportunities Mr. Kiesling works to 
provide students that combines agricultural knowledge 
and leadership growth through educating others.  
 
On behalf of the Michigan FFA Association, I would 
like to thank you for the knowledge, hard work, and 
time you spend to educate and grow the Corunna FFA 
Chapter and its members. Without you and every single 
other advisor giving your talents, Michigan’s over 8,000 
members would not continue to succeed. Thank you 
again and congratulations! 

By: Sam Wortz
State Reporter

N

Calling Corunna home, 
this edition of the 
Michigan FFA Creed’s 
#TeacherTuesday is Mr. 
Brian Kiesling. Kiesling 
is one of the two 
agriscience educators at 
Corunna schools, where 
he has been teaching 
for two years. Before 
Corunna, for 16 years, 
he was the Perry FFA 
advisor and agriscience 
educator. Mr. Kiesling’s 
background in FFA 

and agriscience goes even deeper than just his career, 
however, as he was an active FFA member of the Perry-
Morrice FFA Chapter all throughout his high school 
years. In his time as an FFA member, he held chapter 
office for three years, regional office for one, and became 
the Michigan FFA Region IV State Vice President in 
1997-98. Livestock judging, Greenhand Conduct of 
Meetings, Demonstration, and Extemporaneous Public 
Speaking are a few of the many other FFA activities that 
Kiesling dedicated his time to. Outside of the agriscience 
and FFA world, Mr. Kiesling enjoys spending time with 
his wife and four children and being outdoors, whether 
hunting or camping. 
 
A graduate of Michigan State University with a 
degree in agriscience education, Kiesling was inspired 
to become an ag teacher from his very own teacher 
and advisor, our now State FFA Advisor, Mr. Mark 
Forbush. Today, Mr. Kiesling and Miss Casie Forbush 
are the advisors of 
the Corunna FFA 
chapter, which is 
home to 140 FFA 
members, ranging 
from 8th to 12th 
grade. When asked 
how students would 
describe him, the 
three words that 
surfaced were 
“hardworking, funny, 
and caring.”  

“I have many 
memories while being 
an advisor. The one 
thing I have enjoyed 

#teachertuesday  

Mr. Brian Kiesling
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