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Upcoming
   events
january 7. Star Candidate 
Interviews 

january 8-11. Regional Update 
Meetings 

january 29-30. District 
Leadership Contests 

february 12-13. Regional 
Leadership Contests 

march 4-6. Michigan FFA State 
Convention

march 22. State FFA/4-H Horse 
Judging Contest at the MSU 
Livestock Pavilion

Upcoming Application 
deadlines
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december 2nd
The following items are due to the State FFA Office:
   - Academic Excellence Applications
   - Regional Grant Applications
   - Star Candidate Applications (includes Star Battery and State Degree   
      Application)  
 
The following items are due online to Michigan Farm Bureau:
   - #SpeakAgMichigan Applications 

NOTE: Star Candidate Applications and #SpeakAgMichigan 
Applications must be in the state office by December 2nd at 5:00 p.m. 
Those received after this time will not be considered.

January 8th – 11th
The following items are due at the regional update:
   - State FFA Degree Applications
   - Outstanding Junior Applications
   - Agriculture Proficiency Award Applications
   - State Officer Applications
   - Courtesy Corps Certification Form
   - State FFA Band, Choir and Talent Applications 
 
NOTE: Proficiency Award Applications received after 5:00 p.m. on the 
date of the final regional update meeting will not be considered.

January 17th
The following items are due to the State FFA Office:
   - BOMC Applications
   - National Chapter Award Applications Forms I and II
   - Chapter Program of Activities (Must be submitted in order to be  
      eligible for the National and Superior Chapter Awards) 
 
Due online via the CANR online submission process:
   - Arthur Berkey Agriscience Fair Applications 
 
NOTE: National Chapter Award Applications Forms I and II must be in 
the state office by January 17th at 5:00 p.m., as late applications will not 
be considered.
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State Officer 

feature
haili gusa 
State president

Andrew Davis
Region III State vice 
president

kyle stack
State Reporter

Home Chapter: Ubly 

Favorite Movie: “Anastasia” 

Favorite Sport: Cross Country 

What is one word that best describes you?  
“Driven. My ambition and willingness to go the  

extra mile have opened many doors for me.  
My drive is my best and most  

noticeable trait.  ”

Home Chapter: Fremont 

Favorite Hobby: Traveling  

Favorite Television Show: “Gold Rush” 

What is your SAE? 
Goat Production & Diversified Livestock Production 

“I was the ABGA National Sales Talk winner and  
raise pig and lamb projects for the Newaygo  

County Fair. ” 

Home Chapter: Laker 

Favorite FFA Activity: National FFA Band 

Favorite Athletic Team: MSU Spartans 
 

What do you think is the main role of a state officer?  
“To serve and represent the Michigan FFAAssociation. 

That means motivating, inspiring and helping  
Michigan FFA members in  

any way possible” 

see what the state officers 
have in common with you!
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I

II

III
Camp Date:
April 23-24, 2020 

Advisor: 
Aaron saari

President: 
Josey Terpening

Vice president: 
Tristen Gless

Secretary: 
Stephanie Harvey

Treasurer: 
Katrina Tucker

Reporter:
Jackson Lyden 

Sentinel: 
Kirsten Langmaack

Camp Date:
April 26-27, 2020 

Advisor: 
Jennifer Wheeler

President: 
Alexis Wheeler 

Vice president: 
Kaitlyn Higgins 

Secretary: 
Sydney Masters

Treasurer: 
Jenna Pittman 

Reporter:
Abbey Johnston 

Sentinel: 
Tessa Bednarski

Camp Date:
May 28-29, 2020 

Advisor: 
Victoria Yackle

President: 
Addy Battel 

Vice president: 
Drew Neyer 

Secretary: 
Sarah Laurenz

Treasurer: 
Maddie Cary 

Reporter:
Bailey VanValkenburgh 

Sentinel: 
Benjamin Roggenbuck 
 
Representative: 
Micah Gordon 
 
Representative: 
Hannah Penfold 
 
Representative: 
Peyton Huntoon

Meet the 2019-20
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IV

V

VI
Camp Date:
March 23-24, 2020 

AdvisorS: 
Torey Birchmeier & 
Beth Wilson 

President: 
Haley Zdunic 

Vice president: 
Rebecca Fraley 

Secretary: 
Emma Barnum

Treasurer: 
Logan Hagerty 

Reporter:
Joseph Duckert 

Sentinel: 
Regan Kopesky

Camp Date:
April 29, 2020 

Advisor: 
Tony McCaul

President: 
Ian Klaes 

Vice president: 
Trey Ellens 

Secretary: 
Clay Jancek 

Treasurer: 
Zoey Zupin 

Reporter:
Andy Yonker 

Sentinel: 
Sadie Loveless

District I VP: 
Avery Claybaugh 
 
District 2 VP: 
Aubrey Woodwyk 
 
District 3 VP: 
Cordell DeRuischer

Camp Date:
May 14-15, 2020 

Advisor: 
Katie Holt

President: 
Jonathan Sayles 

Vice president: 
Rachel LeFever 

Secretary: 
Liz Henderson 

Treasurer: 
Stuart Limbaugh 

Reporter:
Alison Hardy 

Sentinel: 
Lindsey Ruppert
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FFA 
needs 
you!

Did you know that 
your everyday job 
involves skills that 
could benefi t an 
unlimited number of 
youths today? Adult 
volunteers are an 
asset to local youth 
as supporters and 
mentors. Invest in the 
future of agriculture 
and join the Michigan 
FFA Alumni today!

To learn more about the Michigan FFA Alumni & 
Friends, visit michiganffa.com/alumni
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Mr. Jake Gust, from the Whiteford FFA Chapter, is 
this edition’s #TeacherTuesday! Mr. Gust’s career in 
education began at Camden-Frontier High School, 
where he taught agriscience from 2011 to 2014. 
Today, Mr. Gust is currently in his sixth year advising 
and teaching agriscience at Whiteford High School. 
The Whiteford chapter is home to 120 high school 
members and nearly 100 students in a middle-
school–level “Ag-Explore” course that allows them to 
be involved in state, chapter and regional FFA events 
throughout the year.

 
In high school, Mr. Gust was a member of the 
Dundee FFA Chapter. As a member, he was able 
to compete in leadership contests, attend state 
convention and work in the greenhouse. While 
in FFA, he knew he wanted to have a career in 
teaching but wasn’t sure of which subject. He had 
also always been involved in his family’s farm and 

#teachertuesday  

Mr. Jake Gust
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loved agriculture. After taking agriscience classes 
and participating in FFA, Gust knew that teaching 
agriscience would combine his two passions 
perfectly. “My advisor, Mr. Stahl, had a large impact 
on my decision to become an ag teacher,” he says, 
“He was, and still is, someone I look up to.” After 
graduation, Mr. Gust attended Monroe Community 
College and then transferred to Michigan State 
University to earn his degree in Agriculture, Food 
and Natural Resources Education.

 
Outside of the classroom, Mr. Gust’s favorite thing 
to do is spend time with his two children and wife 
Jessica. Working with his three brothers and their 
parents, he enjoys growing corn, soybeans, wheat 
and hay on their family farm. In the fall, the Gust 
family also markets pumpkins they grow at the Gust 
Brothers’ Pumpkin Farm.

When reflecting on which one piece of advice he 
would share with new agriscience educators, Mr. 
Gust says, “Learning can be fun. Always try to add 
more hands-on opportunities for students. It takes 
time to make things hands-on and real-world, but 
students will learn the material better and be more 
excited to take ag classes when those components are 
there.” 

Congratulations, Mr. Gust!

By: Kyle Stack, State Reporter



For more information, visit www.michfb.com/MI/CareerExploration/

HOW WILL YOU BE AGRICULTURE?

COMMUNICATIONS & TECHNOLOGY

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN... YOU CAN BE AGRICULTURE IN....

FOOD & ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS

HEAVY MACHINERY & CONSTRUCTION

PUBLIC POLICY & LEGISLATION

AGRONOMY & TURF GRASS MANAGEMENT

Broadcaster, IT Specialist, Graphic Designer, 
Journalist, Social Media Director

Photography, Design, Video Production, 
Writing, Computers, Social Media

Science, Sustainability, the Environment,
Food Science, Safety, Animal Care

Vehicles, Equipment, Renewable Energy
Mechanics, Problem Solving

Creating Change, Politics, Advocacy, 
Public Speaking

Athletics, Landscaping, Plant Science, 
Soil Health, Genetics

UTILIZE YOUR INTERESTS TO FIND A  
CAREER IN AGRICULTURE!

Food Safety Specialist, Fermentation Scientist, 
Biological Technician, Biosecurity Monitor

Freezer/Refrigeration Specialist, Forklift Operator, 
Hydraulic Technician, Wind Turbine Technician

Lobbyist, Legislative Assistant, Government 
Advisor, Agricultural Lawyer

Crop Adjuster, Golf Course Superintendent, 
Crop Advisor, Athletic Turf Manager

BE AGRICULTURE
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2019 Tour 
Stops

Business &
Industry Tours
Each year, Michigan FFA State Officers attend 
Business and Industry Tours. for these tours, one 
part of our state is selected, and officers travel 
to different agribusinesses, farms and processors, 
meeting leaders in the industry and learning more 
about the diversity of Michigan Agriculture. 

This year, officers toured the West Side of Michigan. 
Check out the awesome stops they made!
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1. Gordon Foods, Wyoming, MI

2. Dykhuis Farms, 
Zeeland, MI

3. Big Dutchman, Holland, MI

4. Victory Farms Tour, 
Holland, MI

5. Grand Rapids Market, 
Grand Rapids, MI 

6. Cheese Kurls, 
Grand Rapids, MI 

7. Dietrich Orchards, 
Conklin, MI

8. Muskegon County 
Wastewater, Ravenna, MI

9. Jawor Blueberries, 
Ravenna, MI

10. Swanson Pickle, 
Ravenna, MI

11. Herbruck’s, Saranac, MI

12. Carbon Green, 
Lake Odessa, MI

13. Nutrien, Woodbury, MI

14. Sunnycrest Youth Ranch, 
Sunfield, MI
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Avianna Jackson & Kalie Chrystler
Beal City

Calhoun Area Tech Center
Camden-Frontier

Eaton Rapids
Laker

Lapeer County Tech Center
Newyago Tech Center

Olivet
Petoskey
Saranac

Tuscola Tech Center
Ubly

Webberville
Whiteford

Whittemore-Prescott
Wilson Talent Center

What state officers 
visited your
chapter?
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find the 2019-2020 state officer traveling 
pair that came to your chapter visit!

Kyle Stack & Abigail Stubbins
Alpena

Benzie Central
Bloomfield Hills

Caledonia
Capac

Chesaning
Coleman
Durand

Eaton ISD Potter Park Zoo
Fowlerville

Ithaca
Kent Career Tech Center

Maple Valley
Ogemaw Heights

Saline
Vicksburg/Kalamazoo RESA

West shore
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Andrew Smith & Lindsey Hoppe 
Alanson

Alma
Centreville

Chippewa Hills
Dansville

Dundee/Milan
Gaylord
Homer
Lowell

New Lothrop
Pankow Vo-Tech Center

Ravenna
Springport
St. Louis

Van Buren Tech Center
Waldron

Haili Gusa & Devin Haywood 
Airport
Alcona

Allegan Area Tech Center
ashley

Branch Area Career Center
Byron

Cass City
Cedar Springs

Ashley
Ionia

Jackson Area Career Center
Marshall

Oakland Tech Center NW
Perry

North Huron
USA

Wexford-Missaukee
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Nicholas Prestly & Andrew Davis 
Bad Axe

Breckenridge
Cassopolis
Charlotte

Coopersville
Ellsworth

Hopkins
Jonesville
Laingsburg

Lenawee Vo-Tech Center
Montcalm Area Career Center

Muskegon Tech Center
Ovid-Elsie
Owosso

Roosevelt
Sanilac Career Center

Standish-Sterling

Anna Baker & Matthew Albrecht 
Bay Arenac Career Center

Careerline Tech Center
Corunna

Countryside
Fremont

Genesee Career Institute
Harbor Beach

Hastings
Kalamazoo Nature Center

Manchester
Mason
Niles

Oakland Tech Center sW
Saginaw Career Center

Sand Creek
Traverse Bay Area Career Center
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Minorities in Agriculture, Natural Resources and Related Sciences (MANRRS) 
is a national society comprised of people of all racial and ethnic 
backgrounds interested in careers in agriculture and related sciences. 
They strive to promote the inclusion, achievement and advancement of all 
people in the agricultural sciences. Micah Cuevas, a former state officer 
and member of the Careerline FFA Chapter, became involved with the 
MANRRS organization through their chapter at Michigan State University. 
Over the course of the past year, she has had the opportunity to serve as 
the National Region V Undergraduate Student Vice President of the MANRRS 
Organization. 

Celebrating Diversity &  
empowering our future 
Agriculturalists
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developed my desire to learn more 
about different topics surrounding 
agriculture.  

Just this past year, I was faced with 
a very similar opportunity to take 
a step and compete in a public 
speaking contest, except this time, 
it was at the annual MANRRS 
Region V Cluster. To my surprise, I 
was able to place first and continued 
on to place third at the National 
Conference. Since then, MANRRS 
has allowed me the opportunity to 
establish meaningful relationships 
with friends from across the country, 
build a network with incredible 
companies and professionals, and 
find a family that is just as passionate 
about uplifting every voice in the ag 
community as I am. If I hadn’t been 
pushed to take risks and challenge 
myself during my time in the FFA, 
then I wouldn’t have been able to 
build the courage to take risks now.  

By: Micah Cuevas, Past State Officer
 
Interested in learning more 
about MANRRS and diversity in 
agriculture? Visit http://www 
.manrrs.org/

Hello everyone! Since my year as 
a Michigan FFA State Officer, I’ve 
both became a student at Michigan 
State University and a member the 
MANRRS Organization. Before 
transferring my leadership skills 
into my role with MANRRS, 
I began cultivating them while 
wearing a blue jacket. My journey 
in FFA started my junior year 
of high school at the Careerline 
Tech Center. At Careerline my 
advisor, Tony McCaul, helped me 
discover and explore my passion for 
agriculture, leadership and personal 
development. During my time as 
a high school student in FFA, I 

was able to compete in leadership 
contests; serve as a chapter, regional 
and state officer; and find a job at 
a local swine farm. It is because of 
the lessons and experiences I gained 
during these activities that I am able 
to be successful today.  

I remember when I took a leap of 
faith and decided to participate in 
the FFA prepared public speaking 
contest during my junior year. 
The night that I moved onto 
regionals was the start of my 
journey to confidence and personal 
development. It was because of that 
contest that I strived to improve 
my skills as a public speaker and 



Community College Partner Locations
Bay College – Escanaba

Delta College – University Center

Glen Oaks Community College – Centreville

Kellogg Community College – Battle Creek

Lansing Community College – Lansing

Monroe County Community College – Monroe

Montcalm Community College – Sidney

Muskegon Community College – Muskegon

Northwestern Michigan College – Traverse City

Southwestern Michigan College – Dowagiac

Wayne County Community College District – 
Downriver Campus

West Shore Community College - Scottville

Certificate Programs
• Agricultural Industries
• Agricultural Operations
• Dairy Management
• Electrical Technology
• Horse Management
• Landscape and Nursery Management
• Landscape Management
• Livestock Industries
• Fruit and Vegetable Crop Management
• Fruit, Vegetable, Organic Horticulture 

Management
• Sports and Commercial Turf Management
• Turfgrass Management – golf course emphasis
• Viticulture

Developing Today’s
Agricultural Workforce
Gain career-ready skills through hands-on training and 
professional work experience in the Institute of Agricultural 
Technology.  Certificate programs are offered on the campus of 
Michigan State University, East Lansing and in partnership with 
several Michigan community colleges. 

iat.msu.edu/learn-more

IATMSU

Institute of Agricultural Technology
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‘‘Having the 
opportunity to connect 
with all of the students, 
staff and community in 
Fremont is one of the best 
parts of teaching.’’

‘‘for me, I enjoy working 
alongside the students 
in the greenhouse. It’s a 
wonderful thing to see them 
get excited about getting 
their hands dirty!’’

Chase bos
fremont FFA

Nicholas 
console
Mason FFA

Michigan’s 2019-2020  

AFNR Student Teachers
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‘‘My favorite part of student 
teaching is engaging 
students in outdoors 
and hands-on laboratory 
experiences.’’ 

‘‘I have a passion for 
interacting with students 
and watching their 
‘aha’ moments of 
learning happen within the 
classroom!’’ 

Samantha 
Ludlam
Coopersville FFA

Samantha 
wagner
laingsburg FFA

‘‘Being able to connect 
with my students and 
incorporate their 
interests into our class 
has been so awesome.’’

‘‘Watching my students 
begin to open up with 
one another, building our 
classroom culture is one of 
the coolest components of 
student teaching.

Josephine 
Forbush
Chesaning FFA

Andrea 
gerloski
hopkins FFA

14




