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This volume of history is dedicated to a group of men and women who, throughout
our long and distinguished existence, have kept the wheels of the Michigan
FFA Association turning. Some of their names might be lost to history, but the
indelible mark that they have left cannot be ignored. This book is dedicated to
the FFA advisors of the past, present and those who have yet to serve.

‘I am a teacher of vocational agriculture by choice and not by chance...I believe in rural America;
I dedicate my life to its development and the advancement of its people. .. I will strive to set before
my students by my deeds and actions the highest standards of citizenship for the community, state
and nation. .. I will work for the advancement of vocational agriculture and I will defend it in my
community, state and nation... My love for farm youth will spur me on to impart something from

my life that will help make for each of my students a ﬁdl and happy future.”
- Vocational Agriculture Teacher’s Creed, 1953
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My mvolvemel:lt with the. Michigan FFA spans more than 50 years. That lengthy
tenure started in C.aledonla where I was a local FFA member and continued in Caro
as a tea(.:her of agriculture education and FFA Advisor. My state level participation
started in 1?66 as a staff member in the Michigan Department of Education and
than becoming State FFA Advisor in 1972 — 2 position I held until retiring in 1997.
Throughout this entire time, the FFA organization has had a significant impact on my
life both personally and professionally. My agriculture education teacher and FFA
advisor, Gerald Adler, played a significant role in my life by influencing me to go to
college and become a teacher. I’'m positive that there are countless past FFA members
that could make the same statement. So it is easy to see why this organization has
such a rich history of success.

Fifty years of involvement has given me the opportunity to see this organization evolve
and change. An organization for farm boys has expanded to include girls and agribusiness,
horticulture and many other agricultural careers. Proficiency award areas increased from
six to over forty. One of the states top awards area has expanded from star farmer to
stars in placement, agribusiness and Agriscience. In addition Ag Skills contest areas have
more than doubled and a similar expansion has occurred in the leadership contest areas.

Ifs hard to imagine what the future will look like in these areas.

As I reflect back on my experiences with this organization I can think of so many
individuals who have gone on to successful careers and who have given credit for
much of this success to the FFA organization. With the financial support that has

been established through the FFA Foundation, both at the state and national levels,

this organization has a bright future. This book is a wonderful history of the past. It
exhibits the solid foundation that has been laid for the future growth of the organization

and for opportunities for students in Agriscience Education and the FFA.

State Advisor
1972-1997






1. BEFORE THE REST
1800-1928

Wat we know and hold today as the FFA might never have existed had it not been for a precocious Catholic priest

known as the “second founder” of Detroit.

Father Gabriel Richard was born into a privileged and cultured family in eighteenth century France. The son of
2 clerk, he taught mathematics before being ordained into the priesthood and setting sail for the United States in
1792, escaping the chaos of the French Revolution. Here, in his new home, the priest described as tall, lanky and

bony, would make differences in so many avenues of life.

Father Richard, himself a learned man, insisted on bringing culture to Detroit (then little more than a trading and
fur trapping town of about 1,200 people) and the surrounding area. One of his earliest missions was to bring schools
to the town and the “three Rs” to his congregation. Outside of reading, writing and arithmetic, it was Father Richard
who saw the potential for more. He was one of the first to go on record as saying that agricultural instruction should

be commonplace in schools across the country.

uch more. He published Detroit’s first newspaper by bringing

the firse printing press west of the Alleghenies, co-founded the prototype of the University of Michigan and the
in Detroit and became the first priest to serve in the halls of

Michigan Historical Society, opened the first library .
the USS, Congress. Dying in 1832, he is honored with a grandiose statue that reigns over Belle Isle in Detroit, just
2short distance from where the members of the Golightly FFA Chapter study the topics that he thought to be

e :
$Sential in a well-rounded education.

The good Father would go on to accomplish m

Regular studens of his time. however, would not have the opportunity to be schooled in agriculture education for
s >

years to COme.

Byt : > The earliest inhabitants of the Great Lakes state

w - s jculture? e Y
hat would the students learn about Michigan agr
l
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Statue of Father Richard on Belle Isle, in Detroit

the American Indians, produced modest amounts of corn,

squash, pumpkins and peas and by the time the Europeans

arrived (namely the French), they had made little impact

on the land. The French would, for the most part, ignore
the potential held by the land and turn their attention to
the fur pelts and forests of Michigan. Even after the era
ended, the inhabitants of the state failed to understand
what they could have. The 1816 Tiffany Survey, the first
major review of the lower peninsula that set boundaries
for many of the early counties, described Michigan as “a
land of unhealthful swamps and a sandy waste that was
wholly unsuitable for agriculture.”

Eventually, however, the possibilities were understood.

Y

Immigrants were coming to the New A
nation. Michigan in particular wag becoe“fan
an agricultural haven for these hardyyg, g
new citizens. The bottom third of the stage %
the first to be settled, wheat and wool be |
the chief products of the area,

Peninsula, with its often harsh nort

Coming
The Upp o

hern clim
aLe
was home to hay and potato crops.

0 Farmj,
was the leading industry of the land. :
By the middle of the nineteenth Century
many thought that Michigan needed 4 public’
institution dedicated to the ideal of agricultyr
education. The Michigan Farmer magazine apn(
the Michigan State Agricultural Society (MSAS)
led the fight. When the state constitution Was
rewritten in 1850, a section was added that
called for the establishment of such an insticut
of agriculture or a department of agriculture in
an already existing school. It was the word “or’
that caused some debate.

John C. Holmes, a noted horticulturalist of his
time and the secretary of the MSAS, wanted a
new, separate institute where young men from
all over the state and the Midwest could come
and study the finite details of America’s largest
and most important industry. He wanted an
agricultural college. Opposing him was the
President of the University of Michigan, one
Henry P. Tappan. Tappan wanted to create an
agriculture department within his thirty-eight year old
college, claiming that it would save the state moncy:
It was a harsh fight, but in the end, on February 12,
1855, Governor Kingsley S. Bingham signed intollaW
the creation of the Agricultural College of Michigan
(the name would be shortened to the State Agricult
College in 1861 and then finally Michigan Agricultuml
College or MAC in 1909).

The Michigan government gave the new college
677 acres in the Lansing-area and a first year budget
of $40,000. Seven years later in 1862, the fedcrz;l
government enacted the Morrill Land Act that allowe
for federal funds to be used for land grant schools
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high schools across the state would surely follow.

In 1901, a Public Act of Michigan first provided for a
study “in the elements of agriculture,” but things didn’t
really take off until three years later when Delos Fall,
then Michigan’s Superintendent of Public Instruction,
asked the question, “Why not develop agricultural skill,
ingenuity and intelligence in public schools?” By 1906,
there would be 300 schools teaching agriculture and
by 1909, that number would more than triple. North
Adams would become the first school to offer a full course
in agriculture that was prepared by Michigan Agricultural
College. This all happened nearly a decade before the
Smith-Hughes Act of 1917.

On June 15, 1915, a man by the name of Branson Alva
Walpole (he was most commonly referred to as B.A.) was
hired by Ypsilanti Central High School to teach biology
and agriculture. He would be paid $1,000 a year to educate

The three men who had a hand in the establishment of what would
become Michigan State University. Top: John C. Holmes and
Henry P Tappan; bottom: Governor Kinglsey S. Bingham. young minds, but he would do much more than that.

MAC being the first in the entire nation. Land grant Walpole hailed from Morgan County, Ohio where he
institutions were unique in that students would be spent much of his childhood in bed, suffering from
drawn to them for an education in the practical typhoid fever. He developed a love of agriculture and
agricultural sciences but many would find new and horticulcure, hoping that he would one day have his
interesting learning opportunities and change career own farm (his father worked at a brick factory). After
attending Ohio University, he was called to Ypsilanti to
begin his work as a teacher.

Almost immediately, Walpole noticed an inequality in his
school. Ypsi Central had two fraternities, the Estrabrooks
and Gamma Betas. These groups were so exclusive that
it was impossible for any farm boy to get in — only the
sons of wealthy men could be found on the membership
rosters. The fraternities disliked the local farm boys so
much that they went so far as to prevent them from using
a public pool in the community.

Walpole knew that something had to be done. He
decided to take steps to form his own group within the
school which would foster camaraderie between his young
agriculeural stcudents and help them reach their potential.

Immediately, the Estrabrooks and Gamma Betas opposed

Delos Fall the group and worked to disband it. Walpole, however,




1921 by Walpole.

LC]Z B.A. V‘lep(ll-:’, the Father &:/"ht}]e Michioan E
(3 u
Farmers who paved the way jor the National FF4 e

Bottom left: An early Farm Boys Camp, organized ;
in

Bottom rvight:  The 1920 Stock Judging Team

Ypsilanti Central High School.  Walpole is in th
back row, right. Students are, from left to right, Iy e
Galpin, Lloyd Lyke and George Campbell. P
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Was preparcd and spoke with a state attornev who
advised him how to organize legally. According L:O state
law, no one could be refused. It is for this reason that
gitls were allowed to join the first known high school

organization for agricultural students in the nation.

The group set out to find an identity, a name being the
first order of business. Walpole wrote many years later
of the process: “Every member put a name on a slip of
paper...I put all the names on the blackboard and then
the members voted on the one they desired. Among
the names we had: Young Farmers, Future Farmers,
Agricolae Club...and to my surprise, all the votes were
for Agricolae.” The new name meant “farmer” in Latin
and was a direct slam at the fraternities that had tried so
hard to keep them down. The Agricolae Club chose for
their motto, “Learn to Do by Doing” and purple and
gold as their colors. They adopted a constitution and an
emblem — with a cross section of corn. B.A. Walpole,
the man from Morgan County, Ohio, is indeed the
Father of the Michigan FFA.

This all happened in 1915, thirteen years before the
formation of the Future Farmers of America and eleven
years before Henry Groseclose, a2 man considered the
Father of the FFA, founded the Furture Farmers of
Virginia. In nearly every published history, Groseclose
is treated as the founder and Walpole almost never even
mentioned. B.A. wrote about this a year before his
death in 1951. He said, “Immediately [after Groseclose
was named the first Executive Secretary of the National
FFA in 1928], he tried to claim the
was founded in his school. But I soon proved to the
National Vocational Office that Michigan had a state
organization long before he started to teach in Virginia
and that Ypsilanti had been organized even before that.

. «
The only thing Virginia could claim was the “Future
one of our members

Hopefully one day,

organization

Farmer” name... [and] even
had suggested “Future Farmer.”
Walpole will receive the credit and respect that he has

50 obviously earned.

Outside of the Agricolae Club, it’s quite possible that
other clubs popped up around the state, but records were

not kept so we may never know. What we do know 1s

N

that in 1917, the same year of the nauonal Smitu-Hughes
Act, the Michigan High School Agricultural Association
(MHSAA) was formed — nine years before the creation
of the Future Farmers of Virginia. The MHSAA’s motto
was “I learn to do by doing.” At its peak, there were 59

schools that had membership in the state organization.

The MHSAA began the tradition of the yearly judging
contests to be held at Michigan Agricultural College;
the first such event being held in 1920. They called it
Junior Farmer’s Week and it is continued today as the Ag
Spring Skills Contests. The winners of these state judging
contests would then move onto a regional competition
between several states (Michigan most often would
compete in lowa). After competing and winning at the
regional level, students would move onto the big time —

Kansas City, Missouri.

In Kansas City, the Michigan delegation would have
experienced a dizzying array of sights, sounds and smells
that they had never found back home. They met other
farm boys from Nebraska, Kentucky, New York and
everywhere in between. They would have tasted the
legendary Kansas City barbeque and smelled the aroma
coming from the street vendors. For these farm boys, it

was a whole new world.

When the American farm boys met in November 1926,
there were 1,544 of them from 22 states. It was in this
year that they took a step toward organizing a national
group, forming the National Congress of Vocational
Agricultural Students. This early coalition probably had
very little actual power and was most likely a forum which
allowed the sharing of ideas and friendships beyond state
borders.

What happened two years later is known by most all that
have proudly worn the blue corduroy. At the Baltimore
Hortel in the heart of Kansas City, 33 young men with
a passion for agriculture assembled to form the Future
Farmers of America — a group that, over the years, would
‘nclude future governors, legislators, judges and a U.S.

President, future businessmen and women, future teachers
and service people, future generations of American success.

There were no limits in sight.

5
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The governing board of the State Agric.ultural Col}llege Lﬂ
1908, at the recommendation of President ]ona.t a\ln 1
Snyder, established the position of Professor of Agricultura
Education and hired Dr. Walter F. French to start on ]ulyilst,
1908. The story begins earlier but that date is recognized
as the beginning of the professional agricultural teacher
education program at Michigan State University. What. were
the circumstances which probably were most influential in the
decision-making process for President Snyder to make that
recommendation; and what did President Snyder establish as
the nature of the position for this newly hired professor? And
how should we celebrate the anniversary of the 100th year for
agricultural teacher education at MSU?

For several years before 1908 many of the agricultural faculty
had been asked by teachers in the many rural schools for
advice about plants and equipment for the school grounds,
recommendations for using school gardens to provide the
basis for teaching practical science, and other questions about
such topics as insects, crop diseases, farm animals and sources
of information in the agricultural and natural science fields.
The annual reports from the agricultural faculty regularly
included information about the kinds of volunteer services
which were provided by faculty members, often times through

trips to the schools, or by meeting with individual teachers
who came to the campus.

President Snyder was well acquainted with Walter French.
In 1897, when French was the Commissioner of Education
in Hillsdale County and chairman of the County Education
Commissioners group at the annual meeting of the Michigan
Education Association, Snyder also attended that meeting.
He heard French report that during the past two years there
had been a great improvement in the appearance of the school
grounds in Hillsdale County. French indicated “Officers,
teachers, and pupils have removed rubbish
planted and trained flowers,
atrractive,”

» SEt out trees,
this making the ‘school home’

At that meeting in 1897 President Sp
for haviug the four-year colleges
programs to prepare teachers,
was an advoc;

its equivalene, the standard for
other profcssions.

yder expressed concern
and universities offer
In a formal statement, Snyder
F(Jl“" 2
year college course, or
€ntrance inrg te.xching, as in

owever [h I C
However, Cre werc many, many rural g ith ude
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By: O. Donald Meaders
MSU Professor Emerig,

Y&

from teachers and administ'rators' Ir.1 G ] feport
by the Department of Public Instruction (now called the
Department of Education) for 1897 there were 7,151 scho|
districts with 491,812 pupils in both graded and ungraded

schools

By 1900 there was much interest in having nature study i
the curricula of the public schools and the many teachery
institutes were introducing such instruction for teachers i
their training. There was considerable inFere-st by .leaders. in
the agricultural communities and organizations in haVlI.Ig
agriculture taught in the schools. That interest r.esulted in
an Act by the Michigan Legislature in 1901, Public Act No.
144,” to provide for the establishment and maintenance of
rural high schools.” One of the requirements was that the
course of study in such schools should be approved by the
Superintendent of Public Instruction and the president of
the Michigan Agricultural College.

The Legislature passed several acts in subsequent vears,
attempting to fine tune the requirements for the agricultural
schools. Among other details such as requiring at least 10
acres of land for practice and demonstrations, instruction
in soils, plants and animals, farm accounts, the Act
specified that “no person shall be cligible to a position as
superintendent of any schools established under this act,
who is not a graduate of a state college of agriculture.”

But President Snyder was mo

agriculture taught in the regular high schools, and getting
teacher training in agriculture at the college to provide
future teachers in primary schools with
!(nowledge and skills, rather than through ¢
Institutes, attached to high schools.

re concerned with getting

the appropriate
he many county

Pgrlllja};sFheworkof\WalterFrenchintheMichiganDepartmeﬂf
5 . .
Snyd:rslf_.l Instrucrion was the major factor in President

. .French would have been described as
otion of public educacion, a supporter
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niuences atwork at the turn of the century.
cesses of the Morrill Act and the establishment
and mechanical colleges in many states,

There we
After the
of agriculrural |
there were many demands for practical education for the
children in primary and secondary schools. In 1907 the
Federal government had adopted the Nelson Amendment
o the Agricultural Appropriations Act which provided
that agricultural colleges could use some of the money “for
providing courses for the special preparation of instructors
for teaching the elements of agriculture and the mechanic

»
arts.

In the summer of 1907 President Snyder attended the
annual meeting of the National Education Association
(NEA) in Los Angeles. He heard reports on programs for
preparing teachers of agriculture in many states at many
agricultural colleges. In addition, he heard a report that in
Michigan the Teachers Institute at Ypsilanti [now Eastern
Michigan University] had proposed starting a program to
provide agricultural instruction in the pre-service program
for rural teachers.

The 1907 report by the Superintendent of Public Instruction
contained a list of publications which the department had
been prepared and distributed to “teachers and patrons.”
Three of the 12 publications focused on county schools of
agriculture and agricultural instruction, all of which French

| by the
ident of

1t years,
icultural
¢ least 10
struction
the Act
osition as
r this act,
riculture.”
position of

shed by the

with getuing
~and getting
© 10 provide
appropriate
nany county

 Department
in President
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{AC. French
perintendent
anuary 1901.
\ described as
» 2 supporter
rs, and state

had responsibilities for directing.

When President Snyder made his recommendation to
hire a professor of agricultural education, he preceded
the recommendation with remarks about the necessity of
colleges of agriculture to begin the work of extending the
teaching of agriculture in the public schools, in both the
elementary and secondary schools. He mentioned that
when he attended the NEA meetings in the summer of 1907
one of the papers read mentioned the work in thirty-three
states and that Michigan was not one of them “although we
chim to be one of the leaders in Agricultural Education.

the

seriousness of the

C
101

President Snyder’s description of the qualliications

person to be hired was an indicacion of the
recommendation.

“Itis not a position for a young man nora cheap man. The one
who undertakes this work should know the state thoroughly
and particularly the public school system and the school men
of the state. He must be thoroughly in sympathy with this
type of education and the peculiar needs and conditions of
country life. To organize all these forces will call for a high
degree of administrative ability. He must be forceful, tactful
and able to endure pain.”

The Board adopted the motion to hire Walter H. French to
begin July 1st, 1908, in accordance with the recommendations
of President Snyder.

As we approach the 100 year mark in the work at Michigan
State University for preparing teachers of agriculture, one
of the questions to be raised is: how should that anniversary
be recognized and celebrated? What should the College of
Agriculture and Natural Resources do to acknowledge both
the past and the future for an educational program that serves
the interests of the people of Michigan in food production,
conservation, a quality environment and development of
civic-minded citizens? And what should the organization
for professional agricultural educators do to pay tribute to
those leaders in the past who were pioneers in starting new
programs and in adapting programs as the many changes
came to both agriculture and society>? Many changes have
occurred over the years since 1908. The rate of change seems
to have accelerated. Perhaps none of those changes has been
more significant than those changes in technology which
have facilitated communication and internationalization of
production and marketing.

Now in the 21st Century there are different issues, issues
which involve quality of food, environment, natural resources
and ochers, all of which are concerns which the College of
Agriculture and Natural Resources is addressing. There are
concerns about public education which encompass all grade
levels, the curricula, the qualifications of teachers, youth
organizations, and adult education. Science education is one
of the curricular areas which provides special challenges for
the future of agricultural education for teachers.

Let us use the immediate future to plan for the long ranee
future. Ler us look back but pur a focus on the gfuturi
Socieral concerns must be identified, different groups within.
society must b_e involved, and appropriate roles identified for
the best use of resources from within the University as well

through cooperation with ourside stakeholders. Z‘S

Left: Walrer French, as memorialized on the MSU Campus in Erickson Hall
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2.29TH IN 29
1929-1939

Word was spreading throughout the country that the Future Farmers of America had been formed to offer young
farm boys an opportunity not only to expand and share their knowledge of American agriculture but also to be shaped
into young leaders. By the end of 1928, seven states had become chartered associations.

Michigan students had been at that first meeting of the Future Farmers of America in Kansas City and the movement
would surely carry onto the Great Lakes state, but the time had to be right to broach the topic with the entire state.
Therefore, it was decided that the ideal moment to call together farm boys for a special meeting would be at the annual
Junior Farmer’s Week held annually during each spring at Michigan State College in East Lansing. Here, agricultural

high school students competed in many agricultural judging competitions.

A call went out for each chapter of the Michigan High School Agricultural Association to send two representatives
' to the special meeting. Of the 59 chapters, 31 responded, sending a total of 117 delegates. Early on the morning of
May 2nd, 1929, these delegates came from rural communities all over the Michigan countryside and congregated in

Agriculture Hall at MSC.

As the delegates took to their seats and the chatting minimized, a short, middle-aged figure took to the podium. The
man who would be the temporary chair of this meeting was Edward E. Gallup (he was called E.E. by all those who
¢ affectionate title of “Dad” by the members that were inspired by him).

knew him and would eventually earn th .
Gallup had been serving as the State Supervisor of Vocational Agriculture since 1918 in the Michigan Department of

Education and prior to that held the title of superintendent in several Michigan school districts.

The ¢hairman mitrodiced the temporary secretary who would take minutes of this noteworthy meeting, Mr. B.A.

Walpole, who had since left Ypsilanti High School to teach at Michigan State College.

Gallup went on to explain to the delegates why they had assembled. He told them about the gathering last fall in

]
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vilen Cox, a future teacher of vocqr
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,niOI’ FarmersWeek Form . Michigan become federated s the

Farmers of Amerlca & Michigan Association of Future Farmey,
\ of America.” D. Woodruff of Jackse,

“seconded the motion and Gallup askeg

Youths Attending Junior
State Chapter of Future

i

for a vote.

The answer was a resounding, unanimoyg
yes. The Michigan High School
Agricultural Association was now goneand
replaced with the Michigan Association of

Future Farmers of America.

The delegates moved on to electing
officers for the new association. Keith
Tanner of Charlotte was elected the first
president and took the podium. The

— o —

other members of that first officer team  «
were: Vice President Frank A. Swagart ¢
of St. Johns, Secretary Charles L. Taylor ~ a

Kansas City and the mission and goals of the new of Caro, Treasurer Henry Gibson of Fowlerville and
organization. He answered a few questions posed by Reporter Edward Strenzel of Reed City. Later on that N
the delegates and told the assembly, “It is entirely in the ~same day, three additional members were added to the

hands of the delegates whether or not Michigan joins the officer team and given the simple title of “Executive 1

national movement.” . ; ) . :
Committee Members,” (this office title would remainon ~ !©

| the state officer team unitil 1946). These members were ¢

Af.ter a few seconds of silence and the delegates probably  Glen W, Munsell of Fowlerville, T, Berwyn Pemberton .
thinking to themselves about what would happen next,  of Imlay City and Charles Gil] c;f Ypsilanti b
re

Th 5 . . . (#

CI€S an interesting side note that can M

be included here. The first treasurer of Dﬂ'

the Michigan FFA, Henry Gibson of an‘:

Fowlerville, would actually serve more

terms as a state officer than any oth¢! An
person in Michigan FFA history. He -
Was reelected to be the 1930-1931 St for
Secretary and finally as the 193119 E.R
State President.  Also, uneil 1945 ®  of |
President of the Michigan Future Farmé®  mer
Was always a member of the previo’  Unl

b
years officer team, to
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The business of the first state convention continued
was elected to be the S, o ’
EE Gallup O B¢ the frsg State AdViSO['

ected). State cues werse cor v A
(yes> el ﬁ) ‘ < set at 25 cents and
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when the fioor o o4 L0 discuss where the $5 fee
necessary 1o become a chartered association of the

Future Farrers of America would come from, the
] bl

pew State Advisor stepped forward and offered

to pay the astronomical sum from out of his own

pocket. Members rose to their feet and applauded
this profound act of kindness.

As the
adjourned and the premier
this

association left for home,

meeting  was

members  of new
the new officers of the
Michigan Future Farmers
stayed behind to fill out the
The
charter would be granted
on September 30, 1929

and the power was then

charter application.

there to grant charters to

Michigan chapters. P S
Above: Lloyd Ruesink,
First State Star Farmer
Right: Darwin Clupper,
First State Winner in
Prepared Public Speaking

There were 42 chapters to
initially apply, Ypsilanti
being the first. This
first batch of Michigan charters were granted on
December 31, 1929. Of these 42 pioneers, 16
remain active in today’s association: Charlotte
(#2), Lowell (#7), Dowagiac (#11), Fremont (#13),
Mason (#14), Milan (#16), Centreville (#22),
Dansville (#24), Breckenridge (#29), Grant (#37)
and Alma (#40).

And then the work began. The work began to shapean
association and set precedents that would be followed
for decades to come. At the helm of the ship was
E.E. “Dad” Gallup. A married man with no children
of his own, he became a true counselor to the young
men that he would work with over the next ten years.
Unlike today where it is the state officers thaF travel
to speak at banquets and Greenhand Initiatlo-nsf it
Was Gallup himself that was requested to give stirring

orations on the Future Farmers movement and the
future of agriculture as he saw it. His knowledge and
cXperience were so well respected that in 1931 he was
named to the very first National Advisory Council.

At the 1930 State FFA Convention, the first class
of State Farmers were named (known today as State
Degrees), 21 receiving the honor. Also handed out
that year were the first recipients of the Honorary State
Farmer Degree: E.E. Gallup, B.A. Walpole and the
advisors of the Owosso and Mason chapters.

- The first state newsletter, entitled The Michigan
Future Farmer, began thatyear. Written primarily
L by Gallup and the state reporter, the newsletter
t shared stories of chapter’s development and
information to advisors and members on the
events of the new association. The newsletter
. would run in some form or another until the
late 1960s when budget difficulties ceased

production.

the

Convention

Members at
National
that year approved an
official dress to be used

blue

and a

by all members:
shirt, trousers
tie. The blue corduroy
jacket would not be
- adopted  for  three
more years and even
when it was adopted,
it didn’t come into full

The

Great Depression was

| use immediately.

still in full swing and the jackets were considered
a luxury that many, including some state officers,

couldn’t afford.

Money or the lack thereof, was such an issue for these
new fledgling chapters that many held fundraisers
in order to raise funds to send members to the state
conventions. Some chapters put on plays written by
the members to raise the funds.




|

To help save money, many

chapters, while having their

annual banquets, would partner up with their scho?lls
sand hold ajoint banquet— the gir s
ajority of the food while
h; sometimes 2 hog
he Future

home economic classe
would prepare and serve the m
the boys would provide 2 main dis
or chickens. This close relationship between t
Farmer boys and the home ec girls (who would eventually
form their own national organization dubbed the Future
Homemakers of America or FHA) lead to more than a
few budding relationships berween the group’s members
It was headline news in the July 1933
n Fennville FFA Advisor
teacher Miss

— and teachers.
Michigan Future Farmer whe
Earl Bjornseth married the home economics

Kathryn Grettenberger.

Tt was in these early years that Michigan was home to its
first national officer. Elected as the 1933-1934 National
FFA Secretary, Carl Shopbell of Dansville had a year of
service that would be quite different than what national
officers are used to in the 21st Century. He spent little
time actually traveling the nation; at the height of the
depression, spending most of his time in Michigan,
communicating instead through mail. Shopbell would
go on to become an instructor of vocational agriculture at
the Reading FFA Chapter and then that school’s longtime

superintendent.

At the Third State FFA Convention, the first leadershi
contest was held: prepared public speaking, known as thi
State FFA Orarorical Contest at that time and sponsored
by the Michigan State College o
Fraternity Alpha Zeta. The (
winner was Darwin Clupper § |
from Berrien Springs. His [ g L v
topic has been lost to history, } . -
burt this was the first inkling |
of the huge impact that;
leadership developmentwould |
play on the Michigan FFA. *
History was also made that
year when Darwin gave his '
stfl(e’: \\'mnifxg speech live on \ & l
WKAR radio in Euast Lansine
This was the beginning zf ‘\

a long lasting relationship T— o

begween e radio station anc the association,

Other highlights of those early conventiong iy
2 special award, the B.A. Walpole Award, wig; “ec
.

given tO the chapter that was deemed to be th |
£t

chapter in the entire state of Michigan. Als Presey
was an official Michigan FFA Band. The fi \
bands were made of up entirely of members of y,
Centreville FFA Chapter which showed the initiy,
to give Michigan its own band. Once members of
state saw the incredible performances of the Centrei;
band, interest reached such a high that a state band vy
formed with representatives from all over the mitey
Nick Musselman, the band teacher at Okemos High
School, home of a prospering FFA chapter, was hirf
as the director of the Michigan Future Farmer Band. 4
one week band camp was held in Cadillac, Michiga
and the band was so renowned that it was asked to pla
all over the Midwest: a three-day participation in the
National Cherry Festival Program in Traverse City, t¢
World’s Poultry Congress in Cleveland, Ohio and ever

on the Farmers Day Radio Program on NBC. Tk

Michigan Future Farmer Band would go onto be invite

to many National Conventions to be an entertainme’

highlight.

members o

To get to these early National Conventions,
Srartifs

Fhe Michigan FFA traveled together, in style.
in 1932, a train, dubbed the “Future Farmef EXPICSS"

e o
was chartered for all members of the stat¢ to

|4 |4 r
e o
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Learning to do

Doing to learn Living to serve

Earning to live

The State Organization
of Students of Vocational
Agriculture
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MICHIGAN'S VOCATIONAL
CONGRESS

Approximately 3,000 F. F. A's were
guests of the Michigan State College
May 6-7. Junior Farmers’ Week at-
tracted the F. F. A.'s from both penin-
sulas. The attendance exceeded all
previous years by four hundred. Much
credit is due President Shaw and Dean
E. L. Anthony and the committee in
charge of Junior Farmers' Week for
the very efficient way in which this
congress of vocational agricultural stu-
dents was managed. The conduct of
the boys was all that could be desired.
Every activity moved like clockwork.
The Michigan Junior Farmers’ Week
is now one of the largest gatherings of
vocational agricultural students in
America. The National Vocational
Congress at Kansas Clty is the only
convention of these vocational boys
that exceeds the Michigan congress.

The Eighteenth Michigan Junior
Farmers’ Week was made up of many
activities—the Ninth Annual State
Convention of F. F. A. the Seventh
F. F. A. Public Speaking Contest, the
rrain, potato, livestock, dairy, and
Poultry judging contests, and the enter-
tainment of the boys by the college.

These activities determined who
should represent Michigan in the cor-
responding national activities at Kan-
sas City next October. The livestock,
the meat, the dairy, and the milk judg-
ing teams were determined by the
Judging contests. The delegates who
Wil represent the Michigan Association
of F. F. A. at the Tenth Natlonal Con-
vention of F. . A. at Kansas City were
clected by the Ninth Annual State Con-
:Unﬂuu of F. F. A. The winner of the

Seventh F. F. A, Public Speaking Con-

l\g‘st will represent Michigan at the

-sorlh (“(Alxyrlll Regional ¥. F. A. Public

2.‘l5mnki“.‘s’ Contest nt Ames, lowa, June

‘

THE NINTH STATE CONVENTION
OF MICHIGAN F. F. A,

110 chapters sent 220 delegates to
the Ninth State Convention of F. F. A.
74 chapters were without representa-
tion. The delegates assembled prompt-
ly at 9:00 a. m. Thursday, May 6, in
the ballroom of the M. S. C. Union
Building. They settled down to busi-
ness routine at once and reflected the
training they had received in their lo-
cal chapters. Knowledge of parliamen-
tary law and procedure was evidenced
by the delegates who led the conven-
tion activities. President Lohr's report
of the Ninth National Convention of
F. F. A. at Kansas City last October
was interesting and instructive. The
president of the Student Grange pre-
sented the Student Grange Plaque to
Willis Griffin of Beaverton Chapter No.
77 as the outstanding member of the
Michigan Association for 1937.

The following were elected as officers
of the Michigan Association of F. F. A.
for the ensuing year:

President, Norman
Chapter No. 6

Vice President, Ulysses Tremblay,
Flushing Chapter No. 113

Hull, Bangor

Secretary, Willis Griffin, Beaverton
Chapter No. 77
Treasurer, Orville Rasmussen, Big

Rapids Chapter No. 65

Reporter, Cleo Buxton, ITaslett Chap-
ter No. 26

Members of Executive Committee—
Robert E. Dennis, Adrian Chapter No.
12: Leon L. Childs, Unionville Chapter
No. 99

Adviser, E. E. Gallup, Lansing

Delegates to National Convention—
President Norman Hull, Bangor Chap-
ter No. 6: Sceretary Willis Griffin, Bea-
verton Chapter No. 77

The Executive Commlttee recom-
mended the followlng forty applicants
for the State Farmer Degree as eligible
nind worthy @

Robert Bower, Adrlan Chapter No.
12

Robert E. Dennis, Adrian Chapter
No. 12

(Concluded on page 2)

VOCATIONAL JUDGING CONTESTS

A total of 2,724 participated in the
livestock, dairy, poultry, grain, and
potato judging contests.

The Ionia team placed first in the
livestock judging contest. D. Seiler,
M. Larson, and R. Wolverton are the
boys who piled up the points for the
Ionia victory. This team will repre-
sent Michigan at the National Live-
stock Judging Contest at Kansas City
next October. The Lakeview team
placed second with Arthur Fizner,
John Brockway, and Chester French
as judges. Hanover with Glen Den-
ning, Harold Petke, and Lynn Weston
placed third.

The Ionia dairy judging team also
placed first. M. Larson, W. Sprague,
and H. Nash knew their dairy cattle.
This team will represent Michigan at
the National Dairy Judging Contest at
Kansas City next October. For the
second place Fairgrove and Olivet tied.
Harold Metcalf, Arthur Feinauer, and
Norval Enos upheld the honor of
Fairgrove and Joe Walker, Donald
Eppelheimer, and Harold Bradley did
the same for Olivet. Williamston took
third honor with Donald Dexter, Ken-
neth Pingle, and Samuel Shirley as
judges.

Bangor carried off first honors in the
poultry judging contest, through the
good work of Willlam Schemenauer,
Loyd Schemenauer, and Tom Donovan.
Owosso placed second with Wayne

Freeman, Glen Menter, and Robert
Hudson. Hanover placed third with
Robert Wolfe, Glen Denning, and

Robert Relniche.

The grain judging contest was won
by the Mason team consisting of Stan-
ley Froedert, Eugene Hadwin, and Dale
Gretton. Williamston with L. G. Roth-
ney, Jarvis Smith, Russell Haar, and
Homer Lott (Haar and Lott tied)
placed sccond. Melvin Sisson, Knowl-
ton Petark, and Russell Hehl knew
thelr grains well enough to put Mon-
roe into third place.

The potato judging contest was won

by the Harrisville team made up of
(Concluded on page §)



ers would

their ultimate destination of Kansas City. Memb |

make the trek to Lansing, the starting point of the long t
into the heartland. Stops along the way weic planned: Shedd
Aquarium, the Field Museum and the Board of Trading,
all in Chicago. These annual events gave members the
unprecedented opportunity to escape for a short time from
the world they knew and see what else was out there. Chester
Hansen of the Greenville FFA Chapter and a member of the
1932 Michigan Livestock Judging Team that competed at
National Convention, said at the time of his trip, “The main
value of the trip was that it was the first time [ had ever been
out of Michigan. On our trip, the things of value were the
coal mines, something I had never seen before. In Illinois
the large cornfield surprised me very much because I never
dreamed of seeing so much corn in one field. Some of the
cornfields I think were about a hundred acres...The trip to
Kansas City gave me an inspiration to go on in life and try to

accomplish some of the things these boys have...”

These trips and other FFA activities gave the members
a2 much needed outler from the world that they found
themselves in. Times were hard wherever one looked and
it took a long time for things to start looking brighter. The
optimism in America came when Franklin Delano Roosevelt

The Caro FFA builds a brooder house in t/aé late 1 935

. P> 1 T7 T N "
was elected President of the Uni ed States in 1933

heiolr Guirare that could be obtai
11 e tained throu

4 nce 21nda tlaiul e
pratipl i

12ny social progr

_ ) C o~ 1 ol AMS wey,
~roanized under one ritle — the New Deal.

\J.D( . -

This New Deal inspired one former FFA member, Wil
McCulloch of the Beaverton FFA Chapter, to write .
editorial in his former chapter’s newsletter entitled, The
Farm Boy Gets a New Deal. He wrote:

The farm boys of America get new deal in agriculyy,
oducation through the organization qu the Futy
Farmers of America. A few years ago the farm youth wh,
wanted to study agriculture soon found. there were ve

few places where it was taught. The high school didy;
teac/f it nor did the teachers colleges. The only place
where any agricultural training could be obtained was 1
the agricultural college and even there courses were very
Jimited, the idea at that time being “any fool can furm”

Today it is different. The idea today is “it takes a sman
fool to farm.” This is the correct viewpoint for never before
in the time of America did we need educated farmen
more than at the present time. No longer are there vas
areas of rich farmlands to be developed as there were in
the past. We must use what we have. With the increasing
population and immigration, we must do more than
make two blades of grass grow where one grew before. We
must make three bligzdes grow on the same ground as Jess
cost.  Better qualit)
L at lower cost ¢
. production 15 the
coming thing.
man that wants 10
be a successful farme!
in the future mw
have an agrz'cultum
education. 1040
he can get that V1]
thing and g% g

without much cost

In the last rer year
a great changé h/ﬂ;
taken place 1" “1
schools ofMif/”gm'/
Agricu/tﬂ’ﬂ

artments y
ZiZZn added 4" ﬂ,/,ﬂ
éiualz'ﬁfd S"llt"n/
Hughes agric” /;I;;t,tf
teacher :
in charge |
department i
students who art

studying agric!



in tb(’.ffr‘:“‘ ) i which is known as
Future Fariiei= 1) Americd. 1t 15 a national orgam'zai‘z'o;
of farn U0 1o are studying agriculture in S i /]l
Hughes 187 school all over the United States /imt )
resent 1171€ 171 Michigan alone there are over tw(; b tdth:l

agr icultural de artments and 115 EEA. chapters e /:e
sotal membershi of more than two thousan leeu;zot a
these schools will give the student a%;i

ofstudy offered by
working knowledge Zf the science of agriculture. The home

profect e him a chance to put in actual practice w
has taught in the classroom. p hat he

It is my sincere hope that the time will soon come when
eveg farm boy will have a chance to study agriculture
under a Smith-Hughes teacher and belong to a chapter of
Future Farmers of America. The Future Farmers of today
are the farmers of tomorrow.  In many cases they are the
farmers of today. One trip to Washington or Kansas City
is enough to convince anyone that a new deal has come to
the farm boy. In the past, city youth organizations were
she center of attraction. Today the farm youth movement
is the center of attraction. The farm youth of today has an
opportunity to go far and I hope that every one of them will
take advantage of it. )

AS 1
fthe 1930s came to an end, the world wasstill in the grasp
o - : - ;
the depression and rumblings of war could be heard
N i
cross the ocean, but the Michigan FFA was celebrating

its tenth year of existence and state membership stood at
5,321. Times were good.

One major change near the end of the decade would affect
the association for the next sixty years. The duties of the
State Advisor were becoming overwhelming due to the fact
that he was expected to handle the day-to-day business of
the Michigan Future Farmers and as State Supervisor, he
was put in charge of all vocational agriculture programs
throughout the state. Even though the State Supervisor
employed a small group of consultants (usually former
vocational agriculture teachers), the job was becoming too

much. Therefore, a new position was created: Executive

Secretary. This new office would deal primarily with the

business of the Michigan FFA:

training, circulating the state newsletter and much more.

chapter rosters, officer

The first person to serve in this capacity would be B.E,
Gallup who stepped down as State FFA Advisor in 1937.
The new State Advisor would be Harry E. Nesman (we'll
learn more about Mr. Nesman in the coming pages). The

Michigan Future Farmers was expanding and on the
L move.

We were, however, saying goodbye to an old friend,

strong supporter and father figure. ‘Dad’ Gallup
stepped down as Executive Secretary in 1939
L 1o run for a state political office. At the 1939

L Michigan FFA State Convention, many members
of previous state officer teams were present to
bid farewell. Gallup was presented with a gold
L atch, engraved with a message thanking him
L for his many years of service and his incredible
With tears in his eyes, he
there and waved

contributions.
thanked the members

goodbye.

We were now standing at the dawn of 2

b new, distincely different era.
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tent to remain in the relat.we
dared to step outside
an had done before —

and in doing so,

While most women were con
comfort of their homes, one woman
of the box to do something no wom
become a teacher of vocational agriculturc,
an inspiration to countless others.

Hester Rosamund Bradley was born in 1900 in Kalamazoo
County, Michigan, growing up on a small dairy farm with her
two sisters, Evelyn and Hazel, and brother, Ferris. She milked
jersey cows with her family to sell the bottled milk along with
growing some crops on the family land. After World War
II, Fort Custer bought their farm and today, it is a national
cemetery.

“SHE WAS A WOMAN IN A MAN'S
JOB, BUT NEVER LET ANYONE
FORGET SHE WAS A LADY.

_ CHARLES PELHAM
FORMER BYRON SUPERINTEND,

As a teenager, Miss Bradley wanted to quit high schog
but her mother talked her out of it, telling her thy ifsuh
finished high school, she could stay on the family far;
and work — which is where she would rather be aﬂ)’wa\-]
Needless to say, Miss Bradley graduated high school ang,,

fate would have it, her mother also talked her into attendiy,

Michigan Agricultural College (MAC).

At MAC, Miss Bradley prospered. She was vorq
Most Popular Girl on the college campus and wy
friends with fellow classmate John Hannah, wl
would go on to be, arguably, the most celebrate
President of Michigan State University.

In 1923, Miss Bradley graduated from MAC:
schoc?l c_)f' agriculture. She would be the first d
her siblings to graduate from that school - alld

t%lem receiving degrees in agriculture and her v
sisters teaching as well.

With school completed, she now needed a W
to support herself. “I always thought someday !
would be a farmer’s wife, so 1 specialized in pouli”
and beckeeping and took teaching because of I
Culltu.ral value,” Miss Bradley wrote in a letter ©!
ge ative. However, her furure plans had changed
omehow, she decided she wanted to beco™

hel‘ own.,

receiving $1,400 ayear. Before teachingagficul‘““
\Ez)vl:ty;lfls and physical geography. She was cont”
€r career and as time progressed, move

Mont sl
Wherero:ﬁ; C“l;}’stal Falls and then Bath, Michi¥

lifetime_

at cor

M.eaclkaxer rather than a farmer’s wife. Lronical?
iss : .

radley never married nor had children o

Miss Bradley took her firse teaching job in Howeﬂ

she tauy : R '
ght high school science including chemls”}[

v
i

ould receive an 0pp0rtunif)’ A

th¢
th
on
in
(a

ar
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By Viei-Lou Foo
Michigan Staie College

® HOW MANY WOMEN can effec-

tively teach principles of farming
win the respect of 250 Michigan men,
and be a successful cupid, too? There's
just one—Miss Hester Bradley, Rich-
land, Mich.

Miss Bradley is the only “lady” vo-
cational agricultural teacher in the
state. A check of available national
records indicates that she may be the
only one in the United States.

At the annual conference of the
vocational agricultural teachers held

but

- ———
y E

Lalwe Caver Sicrys

fi:l‘?:i\f'l in their class work but also
n their personal problems as well ”
One factor which makes Hester so
popul‘ar, her colleagues say, is that
her time and any of her po,ssessions
are always there for her youngsters.
Students respect and love her. Her
homeroom at noon time rivals the
Tchool cafeteria as youths take their
t‘;:::‘[f:r.to her room so they can visit

Miss Bradley prepares her students
to enter farming as an occupation by
p}ann'mg schoolwork to fit their spe-
cific needs. This includes both class-
room and on-farm instruction.

S

s

iR

at Michigan State College, East Lan-
sing, Hester stands out, but she never
stands alone. She is surrounded by
men—her fellow teachers who know
her as a friend, as well as a highly-
qualified, competent person in this

The year was 1942 and World War II was calling men from
their teaching positions to fight for their country overseas:
the Bath teacher of vocational agriculture included. Not
only was she the first female vocational agriculture teacher
in Michigan, but she was also the first female FFA advisor
(and either the first or second in the nation to reach such

an accomplishment).

She retained her title of teacher of agriculture when she
moved back to her home district of Richland High School.
Miss Bradley taught her students (mostly young rrfen)
skills that would be essential for their future in farming,
including classroom and on-the-farm instruction.

Miss Bradley once said, “To have a hand in helping these young folks
mold their lives is most satisfying. You can never tell h‘ow long your
teachings will affect them, nor where your influence will end.
Outside of the classroom, the pioneer educator proved her ability to
play cupid with her students. She always lent out her Studebaker to
Jack Welborn to use to take his favorite girl, Dorothy Yeomans out
on dates. Miss Bradley felt his old Model B Ford truck was unsulta!)lj
for such an occasion. Only a few years later, Jack Welborn marries
the same young lady and Miss Bradley was a proud guest at their
wedding, That same student of hers, Jack Welborn Would go onf
to become an official for the U.S. State Department, 10 chargc o
agricultural advice for 23 African nations, and 2 1976-1977 president

of the Michigan Agricultural Conference.

Girls Get Help, Too

) She says she is not only interested
in training boys for farming but also
in helping girls to get adequate train-

HENRY HOFFA . ..
A Michigan State Farmer, 1954,

For 31 years, she selflessly dedicated her life to teaching the aspects

of agriculture to students in the classroom and on the farm. She

taught agriculture until 1957, when she relocated to the Napoleon
School District to teach for eight additional years before retiring.
However, she remained a member of the Michigan Association of
Teachers of Vocational Agriculture. She never missed a meeting
during her 35-year membership.

Not only did she have a passion for agriculture and helping her
students learn the importance of it, but Miss Bradley opened her
home to nine people that desperately needed her help. Whether it
was students of hers or children of former students, she accepted
them as family. Her generosity and kindness never stopped at
the high school, but was carried into her everyday life outside of

teaching.

“She always saw the best in people. She found worth in every
person she came across and that is why she connected with so many
people. She is a legend.” remarked David Mitchell, a nephew of
Miss Bradley and former teacher of vocational agriculture.

Her inspiration and love for both agriculture and the FFA can still
be felt and her influence has not ended. Miss Bradley demonstrated
how to teach with her heart and have genuine love for people. She
has inspired current agricultural teachers and FFA advisors who
will continue to inspire their own students. Miss Bradley’s legacy

will continually impact students.







3. AN AMERICAN

ORGANIZATION
1940-1959

As agricultural students and FFA members across Michigan reported back to school in 1940 after a summer spent
planting, cutting hay and raising livestock for the county fair they were greeted with news that no one wanted to

receive.

On August Ist at his home in Lansing, E.E. “Dad” Gallup passed away. And while he was no longer officially
connected with the Michigan Future Farmers, he still held something of an “elder statesman” position in the hearts

of members and advisors across the state, still receiving invitations to be a guest speaker.

Upon his death, a large portion of his estate was left to the then Michigan Association of Teachers of Vocational
Agriculture (known by the acronym MATVA and the forerunner of today’s Michigan Association of Agricultural

Educators, or MAAE). That money is still making an impact today, buying classroom equipment and instructional

materials to continually inspire young minds looking for a future in the large fields of agriculture and natural

resources.

The two men to take helm of the Michigan Future Farmers were Harry E. Nesman, made State FFA Advisor in 1938

and Luke H. Kelly, made Executive Secretary in 1939.

Nesman came from the Nashville, Michigan area and had learned early the importance of agriculture. There is a

tly years of the new century, his father was ill and his older brothers were
left with the task of caring for the family farm. One day, he foll'owed his brothlers out to the corn field to help pull
weeds. Soon enough, one of his brothers brought Harry into his father, reporting tha?t the boy was pulling out the
corn along with the weeds. His father took young Harry out to the field and. gave him a. challenge: he would get
his own row of corn to raise and would be responsible for all components of its e This .lesson and early love of
agriculture would carry into his professional life as he became the teacher of vocational agriculture at Walled Lake

High School, He would go on 0 | ocome the <chool’s prinCiPal and eventually the superintendent, leading the school

story that as a very young boy in the ea

e ————
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Members of the Michigan Future Farmers attend a leadership training camp at Pine Lake in 1940.

during the Great Depression and actually saving it from
bankruptcy. He became a champion of agriculture as the
State Advisor and as Richard Sandbrook, the 1947-1948
Region V State Vice President remembers, “He was a
great leader and a strong supporter of the motto, ‘If you
don’t stay in farming, get into something closely related

to farming.”

Nesman’s partner in the workings of the association
was Luke Kelly. A consultant of Vocational Agriculture
for the state since 1928, he had seen the birth of the
Michigan Future Farmers. In the past, he had served
as teacher, principal and superintendent of numerous
Michigan locations: Hasletr, Okemos, Benzonia and
Lupton to name some. He was a large, rotund man who
came to be known for his love of the FFA and the young
men that were in its ranks.

When writing of Luke Kelly, his daughter does him the
best justice. Roberta Kelly First Delamarter (who actually
married a state officer that served under Mr. Kelly) said,
“Four ideals help to describe his life: curiosity, discovery,
enthusiasm and hard work. Dad always saw the good in

20

everyone...Often farm boys felt as if they were looked
down upon, but...I remember being told that it didnt
matter what field I chose, even if it was to dig ditches fora
living. Be the best ditch digger I could be, doing the bes
to my ability and I would be able to work up the ladderof
life. Twould always be able to be proud of myself.”

These two men, Nesman and Kelly, would lead the
Michigan Future Farmers through its formative teené
years and another world war.

Upon returning home from Sunday church services 0!
December 7, 1941, FFA members and the world ¥
informed that the U.S. Naval Base at Pearl Harbor i
Hawaii had just been attacked by Japan. The vt

Wwas at war.

Young men clamored to get to their local recruit®
offices, signing up to fight foes thousands of miles?"
countless dangers away. When the count was made af
the end of the war, it was found that 3,558 memb.fi
and former members from Michigan had served dur®
what would be called the second war to end all war

de:



A member of the Springport FFA shows at a 1942 fair.

The home front during those four years of urter
destruction was devoted to doing everything possible
to help the boys who had gone to war. Rationing
of gasoline, rubber, meat and other foods was
commonplace. Young people played an important part
in the war effort. Metal, rubber and other materials were
needed to make the weapons of war and when the call
went out, the Michigan Future Farmers answered. At
the 1942 National FFA Convention, it was announced
that Michigan led the nation in scrap paper collecting —
making up two-thirds of the entire national collection.
As of November 1943, Michigan boys had also
collected 157,435 pounds of rubber and 3,445 tons of
scrap metal. They had also repaired
4,719 farm machines and 1,687 of
them had become labor assistants
on local farms to try to make up for
the large work force that had been
shipped overseas to fight the Axis

Powers.

One reason for these major Michigan
involvements could be that the State
Advisor Harry Nesman served on
the State War Board. In his work
with that group, he coordinated
Programs of County War Boards
which an innumerable amount
of vocational agriculture teachers
served on. The work at home was
in safe hands,

Wartime 1944 State Convention.

Vocational Ag'rz:cultuml Consultants in 1948: arry Nesma;
Raymond Clark, John Hall, Elmer Lightfoot and Luke Kelly.

The news from overseas was reported in the Michigan
Future Farmer newsletter. Dean Radtke, the 1939-1940
State President, was serving in Germany where he was
wounded in action in 1944. After he was wounded
and rescued, he reported to the newsletter what had
happened to him. “Ten German fighters attacked
with guns blazing. I looked up just in time to see a
German plane coming in. Then there was a flash in
the cockpit as 20 mm shells exploded. I called to the
bombardier, and he came into the cockpit. He held on
my oxygen mask and helped me fly all the rest of the

way.” Michigan FFA lost many of its young men over

on the beaches of Normandy, the islands of the Pacific

VA



and the deserts of northern Africa. Donald Seager, a
member of the 1942-1943 State Officer team was just

one of many casualties.

Captain Donald Hearle, the Caro FFA Advisor, was
awarded the Silver Star for saving the lives of at least
five men. He was just one of many Vo Ag teachers
to leave the classroom to go to war. Luckily however,
many of them found their way back to their former
posts when Germany and Japan surrendered in May

and August 1945, respectfully.

The work of the Michigan Future Farmers, however,
pressed on to the best of its abilities. For the 1942,
1943 and 1944 State Conventions, the festivities
were cut down to one day and held two weeks earlier
than usual so as to not to interfere with necessary
farm labor which was already at a shortage due to
the war. Judging contests were not held from 1942
to 1947 and the 1945 State Convention was held
by mail, chapters being sent ballots to elect the

Sanasa

T

Despite all of the

next team of state officers.
e. Att

hindrances, scrides were mad he 1943 St

the Parliamentary Procedure Cont

S

Convention,
made its debut and quickly became one of the mo,

popular events. The Williamston FFA Chapt
was the first winner of the contest, Midlang ang
Lowell coming in second and third, respethuu
Parliamentary Procedure became the third Congeg
to offer leadership development, joining Prepy,
Public Speaking and Demonstration. Farm Forup,
the forerunner of Agricultural Forum which they
became today’s Agricultural Issues, became

fourth in 1954.

Leadership development would become 2 top
priority of the Michigan Future Farmers as the
century approached the halfway mark. State Officey
and any other member that desired to could atten
Camp Miniwanca near Shelby, Michigan. Here,
members would spend two weeks getting instructed
and participating in activities that would develop

| L arsteo avsgna

cRawroes Avcoma




hem mentally, physically and religiously A

ical session of the 19405 wag “The Life

and Teachings of Jesus.” The camp woyld
to become nationally renowned

go on
Srate Officer teams would go through physical
changes s well. In 1946, the firs: regional
sate vice presidents were elected, replacing
the Executive Committee Members and
ceremonial vice presidents that had been part
of the State Officer team since the birth of the
Michigan Future Farmers. There were eight
vice presidents, one from each of the regions.
Another addition coming in 1952 was the office
of sentinel which up until this point was more of
an optional office, much like today’s historian,
parliamentarian and chaplain.

As the Michigan Future Farmers was going
through a period of change, as was the world.
The enemy of the 1930s and 1940s, Nazism,
was gone and replaced with Communism.
When asked to address the 1952 Michigan FFA
State Convention, then Governor G. Mennen
Williams warned his captive audience of this
new threat. He said, “We have three groups of
people. One group, the communists, believe

that there is no salvation for the individual, that the
individual counts for nothing. Another group would

hang on to our accomplishments and do nothing
gsun emblem by the F

dream of the past. But the risin

1953-1954 Nétional FFA Presz;dernrt David Boyne of

Michigan
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ATE OF MICHIGAN
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“xecative Office o Langi
ic L ing

$ CF AARERICA WEEK

The future

e progr "
upon the skillg ::: ‘::‘: Prosperity of Michigan Is dependent to a great degree
the state, orts of those citizens who operate the many farms of

The Future F .
vocational a::‘:;snz: America organization is composed of bays who are studying
in agriculture. The :I'" public secondary schools as preparation for careers
the past thirt; years h::iga" Association, Future Farmers of America, during
cooperation, pri een outstanding in developing leadership, encouraging

omot in d
Inspiring patriotise Erg:; Izit::::l:lp, teaching sound methods of farming and

Michiga

memba?snuwmg:: 2:5 lztlva chapters of Future Farmers with nearly 10,900 active

of the Futare re than 65,000 former members. These present and former members
rmers of America in Michigan perform valuable community services,

provide important leadershi
p in developing our i
significantly to build a better Suteo:f Pgll:;jlg:rgu'.'lculmmI ooy w5

The week of February 22, 1958 through March 1, 1958 has been set as National

Future Fa,
i mers of America Week throughout the United States, Hawaii and Puerto

THEREFORE, |, G. Mennen Williams, Governor
” . of the State of Michigan, do
proclaim the week of February 22: 1958 through March 1, 1958, asg " e

MICHIGAN FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA WEEK

in Michigan, and urge all our citizens to take

notice of the many contributions
made by the Future Farmers of our state and to encourage in every possible way
the further growth of this splendid organization for our farm youth,

Given under my hand and the Great Seal
of the State of Michigan, this Twentieth
Day of January, in the Year of Our Lord
One Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty-eight

and of the Commonwealth the One Hundred

m
V.Y e

GOVERNOR

president’s chair indicates what your path will be. You

have real confidence in the future.” With this message,
the membership was urged to take action in the world
around them — and they did just that. During the 1953

=== State FFA Convention, the

members did something
that had never been done
before or since. At that
convention, delegates
voted that, in their
opinion, the legal voting
age in local, state and
federal elections should
be lowered from 21 to
18; understanding that if
an 18 year old could go
and fight the Germans,

he was mature enough

23
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to vote for President. The members were nearly two
decades ahead of their time, 18 year olds not being given
the vote until 1971 with the 26th Amendment. Another
example of action took place at the 1954 National FFA
Convention. In those days (and until the 1980s), only
2% of a state’s membership could receive the State
Farmer Degree. Students and advisors would become
very frustrated when an incredibly qualified member
didn't receive his degree. Many times students had to
reapply a second or even third time to earn the honor.
Noticing this dilemma, the Michigan delegates proposed
a constitutional amendment that would allow 3% of a
state’s membership to receive the State Farmer Degree.
Unfortunately, nothing ever came of the proposal.

In the 1950s, Michigan was home to two National Officers.
Elected as the National FFA President of 1953-1954
was David Boyne of Marlette. David was elected at the
National Convention that featured the first address from
asitting U.S. President, Dwight D. Eisenhower. During
his year in office, he traveled a record-setting 60,000 miles
across the United States. After his term in office, he would

go on to head the Agricultural Economics Department at
Ohio State University.

Norman Brown of the Temperance FFA Chapter served
as the 1958-1959 National FFA Secretary. In his year

I\A'ICH.‘—
to jol
Oj,\)‘/}ﬁ.
the g
Furu!

time

Saturday, May 1i, 1957
Sunfield High Schog

Adults $1.09

rema

5:00 to 7:30 p. m.

Rob

. . . 1
of service he was granted the incredible opportuniy Wee}.
. , . i

to travel internationally on a goodwill tour to Japa, W

Honk Kong, Thailand, Guam and the Philippine; F?;
o

Finishing his term, he returned and graduated from oy
o

MSU, becoming a teacher of vocational agriculture
in Bath, Michigan before returning to Michigan State agril.
where he became the coordinator of student programs

in the College of Agriculture. His later life would be |
filled with philanthropic work with the W. Kellogg pa
Foundation and the Partners of the Americas. Th

New programs hit the Michigan Future Farmers in this i)olt
era. In 1949, the Chicken of Tomorrow contest was
added, originally being sponsored by the Allied Poultry
Industries in Michigan. The contest instructed students As
to raise chickens for a specified period of time, bring .

them to be slaughtered and have their chickens judged. 1y

It was, of course, the predecessor of today’s Poultry g,

Contests. 1¢

fn
Also that year, the Michigan FFA became involved with tc

the Christian Rural Overseas Program (CROP), an o
involvement that continues to this day. CROP originally e
developed as an effort for rural American farmers to send
food to impoverished third-world countries. Today C
however, for the most part, it is money that is raised © W
support this incredible effort.
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the goal to increase membership worked as (he Michigan
Future Farmers claimed over 10,000 members for the E;gt
fime in history. Such a large membership caused the state
convention to be extended to three days in length, as it
remains today.

The Michigan FFA didn't stop at just television — they
were soon participating in international affairs. In 1947,
Alexander Campbell from Aberdeenshire, Scotland,
atended the National FFA Convention. At that
convention, hestruck up afriendship with Robert Oesterle,
who had served as the 1944-1945 State Vice President.
After the convention, Alexander went back home with
Robert to Williamston, Michigan where he spent two
weeks with the Oesterle family. He toured farms, visited
with agricultural industries and attended surrounding
FFA chapter functions. He also experienced the pastime
of American football, taking in games at Michigan State
College and the local high school. Thus, the first foreign
agricultural exchange took place in Michigan, as informal

as it was.

A more formal visit would be held seven years later as
part of the International Exchange Student Program.
This time, John Pickthall of Great Britain came and spent
four months with David Boyne, then State President.
Pickthall was a member of the National Federation of

Young Farmers’ Clubs of Great Britain.

As the 19505 rolled on, the Michigan FFA
Was dealt a devastating loss. In 1956, Luke
H. Kelly died suddenly. Kelly had actually
stepped down as Executive Secretary in
1952 when he accepted an assignment
from the U, Department of Agriculture
© travel 1o New Delhi, India and work
0 establishing centers of agricultural
educatiop Before he left (his plane was s€t
10 take offimmediately after the 1952 State
Conventi0n adjourned), he was presenth

Wit ap honorary blue corduroy jacket o

tl

he b
y O?’S that he cared for so much. He returned from
11S assioy : < -
y u gnment in July 1953, coming back to work as a
ocational Agriculture Consultant in Michigan.

After he passed, his family set up the Luke H. Kelly
Scholarship Fund, handing out a scholarship at each state
convention starting in 1957. This money would go to
an FFA'er who was graduating high school and hoped to
go into vocational agriculture. It was continued into the

1970s.

When Kelly left for India in 1952, taking his stead as the
new Executive Secretary was Elmer Lightfoot. Lightfoot
served many years as a Vo Ag teacher at Holly and
Williamston, finally coming to be a consultant in 1948.
Former Shelby FFA Advisor Phil Carter remarked, “Elmer’s
one vision was to make the Michigan Association the best
it could be and #1 in the U.S. He worked tirelessly to
promote the FFA and to assist every student he came into
contact with. There was only one Elmer.”

As the 1950s drew to an end, the decade of Ozzie and
Harriet, Ike and suburban contentment and normality
gave way to a time of social and political changes — changes
that the Michigan Future Farmers would not run from,
nay, they would embrace them. They would acknowledge
that they could not “become what they needed to be by

remaining what they were.”

ional FFA Choir
Michigan members of the Nationa )
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Il my life 0
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¢ is my name. [ wa
937. 1 have lived a
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r's name was
her’s name is Roger

Earl Ray Benedic
on November 6, 1
in Saranac, Michigan.

Benedict, and my mothe

Benedict. My brot
born November 5¢h, 1934.
onal Tractor Collectors.

I are Internati
how them at

Today, my wife and
Series and restore them to s

We collect the Letter
parades.

My childhood dream, up to the age of 12 years old was to have my
dad buy a Farmall M tractor. My family had been International
for three generations. On April Fool’s Day in 1950, my childhood
dream came true: my dad and grandfather purchased a brand
new M from my great uncle who was an International dealer in

Ionia, Michigan.

Ihcould hardly see over the steering wheel but I could still drive
that tractor. I was with my dad every day working and drivin
tractors. | never wanted to be in the house. ;

The crops we raised w
ere wheat, navy beans
:;\;c[rta.l r:crcix;)f hay for dairy cows. We milked ;b(:)a::,Zzom =
i
Aoy l:. A chwould b.uy about 100 feeder pigs a year ;;wlsl ;.
ying hens which my grandmother and moth.er . Tj
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“enedict
:r FFA Member

We owicd 250 |
s

[ had 2 mongrel collie dog and after seeing the show of itk
I had to name her Lassie. )
ugh 8th grade schooling was in Saray

s called public school and since thena-c
Community Schools. I never atten del(;
| at the end of the road which has o,
since been torn down and gone. The reason we didn' attenﬁ
that school is because World War II was on. The gas rationip
was on and it was hard to find a new teacher. $

My kindergartent thro
which at that time wa
has been called Saranac

the Old Country Schoo

My Grandmother Benedict, who was retired, served 20 year
as treasurer of Mud Street School District. The school diStl’ici
was called Mud Street because most of the time the road was
impassable for three months. Many times th

and summer school. y times they had early fal

génil;;f;i[::rents llived across the road from our house.
supper, Wherll- Iw\())vlalld zin i come across the road afte
say to me, “Youn r:;e to play with my Lassie. She would
;)lf mathematics ind a:ci}:;llenfed Itohwo:ik ac your homenad
ated school hour . ated homework, and |
i i ol e o

years with L rough my elementary

ith much improved grades.

. Th

Wh:?ec?me my freshman year in high school.
Py lovely wife, Carolyn. She
4 rom North Bell Rural School.

I wen
60 bo;souat g)r football that fall along with
guard, 1\,/[ 1‘:1 ; I‘flad’e varsity starting at Jeft
- and like a}{l ];1 didr’t think he liked foobal
of Chol'es S oys, I thought I WOLlld ge[ out
ack One'hoo he said he would move cho
ter practj ur for me to get out of practicf'
throw sila ce I would climb a 40 foorsilo®
said | bef: down and milk cows. My Jad
and bruise I never COmplain about bump’
S. HOWCVC[‘, my dad and mO[hC[

Never .
missed

a v
°f away, game whether is was at ho"

a . o
nd neighbors would &
© to the away games rogeth



1oy ] ) .
behind both her men. Atter hugging | g

f us arter dhc cer

and pride, she hugged each onc o
Darold’s dad passed on two years later. Darold went to MSU
. receiving a Dairy Husbandry Degree. Today his wife, Anne and
1 he, along with their son Robert, own and operate a large dairy

.~ operation in Keene Township.

- This teacher and instructor often talked with pride, that there was
. agreat possibility that we could apply and make it foran American
Farmer Degree and receive the golden charm of the American
' Farmer. This instructor married a local girl from Saranac and left
the teaching career and went on to become an Jonia Ag Agent.
' Then he went to MSU to head the Ag Department of Michigan
 State University with pride and respect. My wife Carolyn and I
have always felt very honored to know this man; his name being

. Fred Peabody.

- In my family, I was the first and only FFA member until our
children Connie Rae and Charles Earl became members of the
' Saranac FFA. Then our daughter’s children, Ashley Nicole

. Orlowski and Joshua Earl Orlowski became members.

- Our chapter in Saranac FFA was a very active program. In
- Parliamentary Procedure, we won gold three years in a row, Public
. Speaking we won silver three years in a row, and Farm Forum
which also won silver three years in a row. We had a farmer in
the area who donated 15 acres for us to grow wheat for a project.
We also had a broiler project. We donated our chickens for the
sports banquet where 100 students and family members were
served that of which my wife and the whole home economics

Men watched games while ladies ralked about what ladies ralk
about. Later, I heard my dad tell a neighbor the only reason he
went to football games was to make sure he would have help on
Saturday morning. But he was always on the sidelines when I

anavac
A mwfc“ frowcns

came off the field. We had an undefeated
and untied season that year. We averaged 2
42 points o game. Whether you were 2
F[?Shman or a senior, we had a binding of
friends which still holds today.

| We _ .
were mostly farmers in the community.

We all wanted to be in FFA.

T —

Ve worked hard to get our Greenhand

p:ogree, For my supervised farming

\youé’;‘l'an.} I had a dairy heifer. We h'fld a
[ ‘and i'“sﬁucmr, who we greatly admired,
° . ¢ was fresh out of Michigan State
| [Qz“}frsuy- He had a lot of discipline in his
¥ \ : Ing but he was still like a big brother.
d \vorlr?zde Ag Class very interesting so W¢
PS\ Q\,ies.n hdard to become Chapter Farmers.
'6{ Pl‘oieCt; everyone’s home to help with our

€ Qf
the :len ta.lked and told us the possibility of
95‘ and Pervised Farming project and records

a thay : ; 7 Forum ream.
¢f \ our senior year we could apply for far left, with Farm

Benedict,



B o vd : t ileon? at the atz'onal FFA om/etio zn 1958 where he received his American Farmer Degree. His wife is on his right.
enedict, ]

department helped to serve. We had several students show animals
in the Tonia County Free Fair every year. The football field was
in bad repair and with the financial support of local merchants in
Saranac, the fathers of the FFA and football team, we reconditioned
and reseeded the football field. It was much safer to play on and
appreciated by the community. We had soil judging and livestock
teams and farm safety — and even we won a gold award from

State. I'was sentinel for four years in my chapter, and it was highly
competitive because many ran for all FFA offices.

In our day, it was called Supervised Farming Program. I had2
heifer and my dad let me farm 13 acres that he had rented for
years for cropping. Elmer Lightfoot was Execurive Secrerary
for State FFA. He interviewed me for the American Farm
Degree. The State Convention was held at Fairchild Theater
on MSU campus. It was during Spring Break and lasted for
five days and all chapters in the State were present. The Statt
Officers made the convention very interesting and educationab
and banquets were outstanding. National officers attended and
talked to us, as well as the Agricultural Extension from MSU-

Our chapter always had an annual
the Upper Peninsul

days where we ca

. P
summer camping trip =
% - Ve

a by Newberry and Lake Superior for i
. . i

mped out along with our advisor. Lo

1

-t L TEA G —sr 8 0 ~ N O

AS



B B et 4 B e B e B £ B £

W, Thm Wy P Ty Ty e

Bdit én/)is rolj. N

school board member Paul Cahoon did all the cooking and bus
driving for us. Years later we still talk about that when we go to
the Saranac FFA annual meeting. I had been out of school for
about two years and served in the United States Army. Carolyn
and [ were married and expecting our first child. We had gone
into partnership with my parents.

Our advisor Fred Peabody had gone on to Extensive Service
and Lyle Plews was the advisor at that time which was 1958.
He came out to see Carolyn and I, and to ask if we would like
to try for the American Farmer Degree. There had not been
any for a long time in Ionia County. We applied for it and
ina few days Elmer Lightfoot came to
interview us. We were very surprised
we made it. So we left the first part
of October for Kansas City, Missouri
with Lyle Plews and other friends of
FFA for the National Convention.

It was an outstanding experience for

us. The FFA meeting was great as

well as the National Officers and the

enterainment. The highlight of the

Convention was walking on the stage

and receiving my Golden Chain of the
erican Farm Degree.

In 1968, 1 received a lecter in the mail
©apply for the Kellogg’s Farmer Study
"ogram which is a three year program-
¢ applied, and were in the third
8roup. The first year, they studied Ag Beﬁedift with his daug

Economics of the State which involved At the 2006 Michigan FFA St

hrer Connie Orlowski,

i CONT.

ﬁ\uxi FORMER AM ER]C/G\? ﬁmg
EGREE WINNER, WE JUST HAD A
FLW QUESTIONS. BUT WHEN THIS
LSSAY CAME BACK, WE KNEW IT WAS
A STORY THAT HAD TO BE TOLD. IT
HAD TO BE TOLD BECAUSE WE KNOW
THAT THERE ARE SO MANY STORIES
JUST LIKE IT THAT MUST BE TOLD.
OUR HISTORY MUST BE PASSED ON.”

- CAITLIN LORENC
PAST STATE OFFICER

year was the United States and we took a two week tour of the
U.S. and the third year was the world where we participated in a
32 day world tour.

We still farm — crop and feeder cattle. I still have my jacket
from the American Farmer Degree. Our son died at 39 years old
and our daughter still lives next door with her husband Joseph
and our two grandchildren. Our granddaughter is graduating
from Saranac High School this next year. She was the Region V
representative in the year 2004. This last year, she was elected
President of Saranac High FFA. She is planning on running for
State Office this spring.

grandaughter Ashley Orlowski and wife Carolyn.

te Convention Ashley was elected to serve as the 2006-2007
a .

*Week tour of Michigan. The second Region V State Vice President 29
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4. CHANGES

1960-1969
P ———

In 1960, the nation elected the youngest president in history and the Michigan FFA saw the election of its forth
National Officer. But it almost didn’t happen.

Ron Cook, hailing from the Marshall FFA Chapter and the 1958-1959 State FFA Secretary, was selected to be
the Michigan candidate for National Office. He was slated to head to Kansas City the weekend before the 32nd
National FFA Convention to begin the interviews that would determine the focus of the next year of his life. Ron’s
immune system, however, had different plans.

“On Sunday, one week prior to the beginning of the interview process I had been taken home, unconscious, in
3 . « . .
an ambulance and hospitalized with severe pneumonia,” Ron said. “They packed me in a bed of ice due to a

temperature in excess of 105 degrees. The doctor was not exactly enthralled about my getting out of the hospital to
at would demand a lot of energy. I was not exactly ready to take ‘NO’

al on Friday afternoon in a very weakened condition and we (my
sas City to be there for the interview process on Monday. Iwas

immediately embark on a long driving trip th
for an answer. I believe that I got out of the hospit
parents and I) drove on Saturday and Sunday to Kan

nearly too weak to participate.”

e 1960-1961 National FFA Secretary. He would follow his year of service

il pamiicipate anil was Sy would be the last national officer to be elected from

with Mmany more as he ministered in the

Chicago area. He

Michigaﬂ for over forty years.
about to debut that would be carried from the

m was
a] Officer, a new progra an FFA supporter and MSU Professor Dr. H.

ime Michig
In 1961, the lOrlllge IM ichigan FFA State Convention — an aspect of the state

rogram became so well known that for the 1962 National

for that event — something that also continues today.
am
31
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As Michigan enjoyed yet another Nation
shores of the Great Lakes to Kansas City.
Paul Sweany designed the first ever vespers P ¥
ohvention that continues to this day: The Mic

FA Convention, Sweany was asked to design @ VesP

ogram fort
higan vespers %
ers progr



Sweany had long been
influential in training the
saate officer teams and
when honored in May
1963 by the Michigan

Electric  Suppliers, it
was said, “His counsel,
advice, sympathy
and understanding
have contributed
tremendously  toward

outstanding state FFA
officers each year in the
Michigan Association.”

His  dedication  to
the Michigan Future
Farmers would continue
in  the established -

Sweany Scholarship, a helpful boost to those who dreamt
of becoming teachers of vocational agriculture. To date,
more than two hundred scholarships have been handed
out and the pot is still not empty.

The country was inspired by a young president, John E
Kennedy and his idea of service by giving back to society

Ron Cook speakiing at the 1961 State Convention

o E —
Members of the Benzie Central FEA Chapter compete in Donke
Buasketball in the early 1960s

and the world as the 1960s progressed. FFA members
jumped at the chance to become more involved. The
Peace Corps was an organization founded by President
Kennedy to bring the best of humanity to the poorest
areas of the world; helping to build, educate and
rejuvenate these areas with the best of intentions. The
call went out and the Peace Corps asked the FFA and
the New Farmers of American
(an organization for African
American farm boys in the
southern portions of the
United States that went by
the acronym NFA) to search
their memberships for 3
special mission to Pakistan -
they needed people with an
agriculture background and
where better to look than
in the ranks of these 0
incredible groups? Among
those who answered ¢
call, were members of th¢
Michigan FFA - and 0%

< of
only members, teachers ¢
As

vocational agriculture.
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Michigan Future Farmers head to Europe as part of an international leaa’ers/n} })fograni in 1966

years came and went, those of the Michigan Future
Farmers would continue to naturally be drawn to the

Peace Corps, honoring the dream of a leader slain for

his ideals.

While the Future Farmers were embracing
every aspect of success, it was questioned in
1964 whether the name of the organization
Would even remain the Future Farmers of
Ametica, A that year’s National Convention,
changes were considered. To acknowledge
the increasing importance of leadership to the
Uganization, the Future Leaders of America
Yasa suggestion. Another idea was the Future
AMers and Agriculturalists to mark the growth
of .the Organization beyond just production
Seulture, Both ideas failed miserably.

One idea that did, however, succeed was
‘ thought to reward those members of the

1Chigan FFA that excelled in the classtoOm: i, cent Warley,

MSU 1963 Region V

1tion

the 1965 State Convention, the
. : urces Conver
Be ongflculture and Natural Reso

Coly

State

1961-1962 State President and L

2L

handed out the first Scholarship Recognition Awards for
academic excellence. Since then, more than a thousand
students have been awarded this honor.

eo C. Mulholland, 1962-

Vice President serve 4s delegates to the 1962 National FFA
ice
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Harry Nesman at his desk

By 1965, America was changing. A decade before, the
Supreme Court decided that “separate but equal” wasnt
going to work anymore, deeming that schools could no
longer be segregated. In 1963, Martin Luther King
marched on Washington, telling America of his dream.
And while the rest of the country was still debating the
merits of the new integrated society, the National FFA
took action. At the 1965 National Convention the NFA, a
group much like the Future Farmers of America only with
a membership of African American young men dedicated

1griculy,

111c1'5ui e FF,
creating one can f,
of the future of agr ~ultyr

Longtime Marshal:  py
Advisor Floyd Bencler g
“The merger of the NI'A 4
FFA was one of the smooth
transitions  you could e
see. 1 attended the Natior
Convention at which this to
place. Itwas a happy occasio
I personally felt we should
be one organization. Tl
makes for a more united fro
when dealing with Ag a

. . »
education issues.

As the 1960s dragged on, the man who had stood at
helm of the FFA and vocational agriculture in Michig:
for nearly thirty years decided that it was time to st
down. On March 31, 1966, Harry E. Nesman retir
as the State FFA Advisor and Michigan Chief of |
Ag. During his tenure, he saw the Michigan Futu
Farmers grow like no one could have ever imagine
the membership went from 4,833 to more than 11,00
in 1964, 4,552 members received their State Farm:
Degrees, 225 Michiganders received their America




Above: FFE, | ] ‘ ’
A members attend an annual leadership camp

Righs: p,
" Dele
elegates of the 1963 Michigan State FFEA Convention pose in

D
officers egree and 316 young boys had served as state
. lishments, numbers

Despi
) ite al Y
can't e I | these accomp

1 the Whole Stof}f,

said, “I

leman’s

Thom,
as Beatty, the 1955-1956 State President,

Spent m
gentlemany hours with Harry. He was a gent
an art all times. In his own W&y he would

challe
m Sutfi me to think bigger, more and always beteer.
Challenged him at times but he never showed

front of the MS U Auditorium

it. Hewas a tremendous person and 1 thought the world

of him.”

uld often look to this legend for advice
ongtime FFA advisor and teacher of

L.A. Cheney wrote years later,
an the spring of 1939 during my
[ was about to take my first job in
always remember the summer

Teachers too wo
and guidance. L
vocational agriculture,
«] first met Mr. Nesm
senior year at MSU...as

Saranac, Michigan. I will
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DeLane Ruess ( rﬁiddle) of Owosso was named. he Central Region Star in 1968

conferences [run] by Harry and his staff. His guidance,
inspiration, encouragement and challenge to meet needs
of students and community was helpful in starting a new
school year.”

Harry would live out his retirement in general peace,
caring for his tree farm, spending time with his family

and never staying too far away from the profession and

Roger Bloss, of Swartz Creek with his wife, was named the Central Regi

ytion that he o -'.\w'v"cd SO deeply. "
ayv in 1994 at the age of 9§,
Taking over for Nesman was lo“gtimt
Vocational Agriculture Consultant, Edy;,
St. John. St. John had been a chap,
advisor and Vo Ag teacher for 16 years j;
Stanton, Wayland, Olivet and Charlog,
He was an honest man who valued integrityl
His daughter Judy Saurer remembered thig
“One time when I was about eight and n,
longer believing in Santa, he spent severy|
hours in my bedroom during Christms
Eve looking out my window and trying
to convince me that the red light on ¢
neighbor’s chimney was most certainly
Santa and we should keep watching unti
we saw him come out.”

With the team of St. John and Lightfoot, a new goal was
set — to give girls the right to wear the blue corduroy
jacket. In fact, in the very first newsletter that incroduced
St. John as the new State Advisor, the question was
posed, “why haven’t girls been given the opportunity to

stand among out membership?”

Years later when St. John sat down and wrote about

on Star i 1960 his life, he spoke of this time. He

it

wrote, “One of the big changes we
Insutut
th‘\' Vo

FFA. This

number ¢

! was o include girls in
s ooram as well as...the
wasn't easy...because
~eachers resisted it. 0
did the boys ir. the FFA. It took tw0
years and some ract and diplomac!
but it happened. Many boys said
“We don’t want them because giflf
will soon want offices in the FEA
and take our jobs.” Well the boy’
were right, because it wasn't 10
before the girls were being CICC“‘""
- to local, state and national FF!
offices.” But how did it hin"""



;Oal W
orduroy
roduced
jon W&
unity w

e aboU‘

.

)t

gs early a5 1934, the fight began at thar year’s National
Convention. The Massachusetts State Legislature had
assed a bill governing to student organizations that
demanded equal treatment amongst the genders, so
girls were allowed to join the Massachusetts Future
Farmers. As one of their delegates put i, “They can
be in vocational agriculture classes, so why not FFA
members? On the convention floor that year in Kansas
City, debate lasted for hours. It was finally decided that the idea at this convention, then wait a year and vote at
girls would be allowed to participate on a local and state  the next convention.”
level (if the state allowed such participation), but the
national level would remain strictly a boys only club.

presented at the stare convention, since that was oyr
assignment before the state convention started. We had a
straw poll, although there wasn’t an official vore before the

convention. We were to poll members in our region and
provide feedback before the state convention started. Qur
state officers were unanimous in the decision to proceed
with the change ar the convention we were participating
in, even though the advisors thoughts it best to introduce

One year later, the National FFA finally came to its senses.

The issue was brought to the floor, as it had been many
In 1966, Michigan took a shot at equality when at the times before. A motion was made. A second was given

state convention, 59% delegates voted to allow girls to by Michigan’s own Bob Craig, the 1969-1970 State

join. Unfortunately, a two-thirds vote was necessary. President. A vote was taken and this time, it was official

— gitls could be an FFA member in Maine and Hawaii,
Atlast, on Friday morning, March 22, 1968, the Michigan ~ Alaska and Puerto Rico and anywhere in between. The

. - !
Future Farmers changed forever as girls were finally allowed  convention dances got a lot more fun, too!

w0 join the ranks of membership. The happenings of that

day are reminiscent of a cunning political action thatwould  Thesixties had been full of changes, both for ourassociation
be carried out in the halls of Congtess, but it was the state

and the country. In the decade of Kennedy and King,
officer team who prepared to make history.

we saw our highest membership ever — 11,188 in 1963.
What would the next chapter and set of transformations
John Craig, the 1967-1968 Region IV State Vice hold fr Fhe M}chigank Future
President, said, “Our strategy il e

Was to assume a 50/50 split
in the topic of allowing

females 1o enter the program.

With

Farmers?
T

that in mind, certain
officers prepared motions to
¢ submitted on the floor

I
With seconds if needed. ?
uring the discussion, we f
Vere prepped with certain

Satemen g

to respond

to
antl.CiPated arguments against
fle NVitation to allow females
m.to the association...We all

' our part and the job was
‘Complished. The motion
Passed by the slimmest margin

e
hcessary to carry forth the
hange . 1y

the Most [of,

| -

-

- (with hea dset on), and Ed 5t. John, State Advisor (standing to the
t (wi

probably  was Radio ont of MSU

Dale Nye

1966-1967 Presiden
right of Nye) appear o KAR

bied issue ever
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Electric Bone =

re Farmers was busy being born, the

Il its ranks were living hard,
grandfathers of the early
complete with

While the Michigan Futu
young men that would soon swe
agrarian lives not unlike their great-grandtal
19th Century. To most in 1929, an easier hfe,. _
mechanized farm implements and electricity was stillan unreal.lzed
dream. In 1930, nearly 90 percent of all rural Americans lived

withour electricity.

In 1944, a committee on rural electrification began meeting at
Michigan State College (now Michigan State University). This
group, made up of electric utility companies from around the
state, hoped to bring power to small communities and farmers.

As years went on, electricity was made more available to the rural
population and oftentimes, Michigan farmers banded together
to form their own electric cooperative. These relationships,
those between agriculturalists and electric authorities, would
eventually affect into the Michigan Future Farmers of America
in a deep way.

v S

e

In 1951, the Detroit Ediso1.'1 Company,. Consumerg P°W¢°‘$;;°:"
Company and Rural Electric Cooperatives Asl, atiog :c;s\,\:‘\"“‘(:‘(
Michigan came together to host a bar'lqu.et honorii 4] the, ?\grs\f;‘,
that had served as officers of the Michigan FFA. e -‘“‘dg,z

5 s " Ny,
year, these three firms would honor Michigan FFA’ers thy, b, e

-3

i ir American and/or Star Farmer Degrees. A, “co
received the . oo
later, vocational agricultural teachers were being honored, =
€

S

All this giving, all this devotion to an organization, its yoy,
members and its ideals nearly 30 years before the Michig,
FFA Foundation was ever dreamed of.

These banquets, honoring on group of dedicated individy)
or another, would continue for some years. In 1956, 4,
three electric suppliers decided to honor a single vocation;
agricultural teacher, Mr. Reynold G. Oas. Oas had been;
teacher at Paw Paw since 1921 and an FFA advisor since thy
chapter was chartered in 1930.

And these bonds between Michigan’s electrical suppliers an
young agricultural leaders continue to this day.
I 1

For years, Raymond Bollaert of DTI
organized annual visits the Michigan FE
state officers would take to their Detr

corporate headquarters. The firm woul

(and does to this day) take officers to .
Detroit Tigers baseball game and allows th
association full use of its conference room
to make proposals for the coming year.

“D'TI? Energy has always looked to th
Michigan FFA Association as the leadershi

vo.xce ofMlchlgan’s agribusiness communit
said Bollaert,

Carolyn Bloodworth of Consumers Enert

routi ¢ .6

. utinely helps the sware association pu
1ts annual theme inro a logo, providi“?
Promotional materials whenever asked.

i continuing a tradition began over hi
4 Ceml.”y ago, these three firms annud
fecognize an agriscience educator tht W
glven so much to his or her srudents.
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1956—R.G. Oas, Paw Paw 1983—Ron Stevens, Lakewood

1957—Elwood Little, Onsted 1984—Frank Corrin, Corunna
1958—Harry E. Nesman, Michigan Department of Education 1985—Roy Miller, Hopkins
1986—]James Potier, Perry

1959—Harold M. Byram, Michigan State University
1960—Thomas B. Poole, Deckerville
1961—Elmer A. Lightfoot, Michigan Department of Education
1962—Milon Grinnel, Michigan Farmer magazine

1987—Walter Weber, Ravenna
1988—Clifford Machacek, Benton Harbor
1989—]Jack Sanderson, Fremont
1990—William Wheeler, Webberville

1963—H. Paul Sweany, Michigan State University
1964—George S. McIntyre, Michigan Department of Agriculture 1991—Richard Barnes, Merrill
1965—Raymond M. Clark, Michigan State University 1992—William Bartow, Alpena
1966—Ross O. Beatty, Cassopolis 1993—Clayton Dailey, Port Hope
1967—Adelbert D. Huber, St. Louis 1594—Kenneth MeCoy: Dowa'lgiac
1968—Thomas H. Kerry, Michigan Department of Education 191995;? Dtu Z a:, B::l:y
1969—Albert D. Ackley, Ovid-Elsie : 1997__;:: Si:u’g]:o o
1970—Jacob G. Venema, Blissfield 1998—Carl Keiser, Unionville-Sebewaing

1999—Don Wheeler, Laker
2000—Alan Steeby, Caledonia
2001—Willard Fowler, Jonesville
2002—]John Trott, Branch Area Career Center

1971—Louis F. Reuter, Sandusky
1972—Clyde B. Ray, Charlotte
1973—Norwin W. Braun, Chesaning
1974—Clark Bullen, Portland

1975—Russell Johnson, Lakeview 2003—Kenneth Bollinger, Lenawee Vo-Tech Center
. s Belleviie 2004—Steve Beattie, St. Louis
2005—Jerry Block, Benzie Central

1977—Fred Bartlett, Rockford
Michigan Department of Education

1978—Clare Monroe, Pictsford s06—hade Arensmeles .

1975-—Lawell Mchtllen. Bl 2006—Richard Karelse, Michlg.an .Department (.sf Ed.ucanon

1980—Earl French, Reese 2007—Charles Snyder, Michigan State University
2008—Mark Forbush, Corunna

1981—Keith Griffin, Montague
1982—Floyd Beneker, Marshall
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5. TIME OF TRANSITION
1970-1988

Thc FFA was now open to anyone who desired to take part. And while war and scandal would play a predominant
part of the coming decade, the Michigan Future Farmers had their eyes set on the future and what it could hold for

them.

The early 1970s were full of more, you guessed it, change. First and foremost, Ed St. John and Elmer Lightfoot
stepped down from their positions as State Advisor and State Executive Secretary, respectively. Lightfoot, a man who
had been on the job for eighteen years, was replaced by Jack Deppong. Former Webberville FFA advisor, Bill Wheeler,
said, “Jack Deppong was always a happy person who continued the legacy of having a professional FFA...Jack was
young as compared to the other secretaries and did an excellent job taking the reigns over from Elmer Lightfoot. It

was a tough job and he handled it very professionally.”

The office of State Advisor was initially filled with Clifford Haslick who remained in that position for about a year
and then passed the torch to Duane Dalgleish who stayed for roughly the same time. Both were older gentlemen and
had been Vo-Ag consultants for the state for many years and were teachers and FFA aildvisors for even 101.1ger. -Becaus-e
(;f the men’s short tenures, the best judges of their character would beh thei}r1 o:;v.r(; children. Roger Haslick said of his
tther, “My dad i ]le man who worked hard at everyt ing he di .
Utmogt im}[’)ortar:a:nadlzzjoitjgiednstcholar ship and high academic achievemenf. ..” About he;rl 1(13;2 I\(/iIarleEe Dalglem};
Williamsop added, “He could have been the model for ‘Father Kno?zvs Best.” He wals1 ;q}t: if 1n to elrlm;nnsdzll

imas,., 1f 5 piglet needed its ears notched on the farm of one of his students, he held that little guy very y

dfl badly that this had to be done.”

__He believed that education was of

made during this time as well. 1970 brought about a new award:
e

« ite 1 1 1 . .- .
Pite these adjustments, progressive strides wer - T ld be awarded for m king a posiive impact
c

t -
"<BOAC, or Building Our American Communities. Now,

N thej . .
#rhometoyns, Ubly was the first Michigan winner
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In 1973, a ney aw,
was  introduceg
the Michigan Fuy,

Farmers. At thy tin,

the Alpha Gammg
agriculcural fracem;,
at MSU awarded 4
Outstanding  Juy
FFA Agricultural Awy
for the first time. The
were thirty recipiey
that year and Kend;
Denis Nash of ¢
Pittsford FFA Chape
was named the fir
Outstanding  Junio
To rhis day, there x
annually upwart
of 300  recipien

e of the Outstandin
When the first person was named Michigan's State Star in Agribusiness, the recipient, Dennis Matthews was Junior Award, no
in the hospital with mono. Luckily, his friend Dan Conklin stood in for him. From lef: to right, Jerry Butts
(Corunna High School Vocational Director), Mrs. Lloyd Matthews, Conklin, Mr. Lloyd Matthews, Frank ) .
Corrin (Corunna FFA Advisor) and Wade Alderman (Dennis’ employer) Slgma Alpha sororll

at MSU.

cosponsored by

Another State Star category was added to reflect the growth

of agriculture. Dennis Matthews of the Corunna FFA A new event in the always popular leadership contes
Chapter was named the first State Star in Agribusiness in ~ debuted a year after the Outstanding Junior. The Jo
1971. Interview Contest, allowing students to hone the ski
they would need as they prepare to enter the work for
was introduced. The first winner was Cheryl Carpent

of the Lapeer Future Farmers who was applying for
secretarial position.

It was around this time that Michigan adopfed i
own Opening and Closing Ceremonies. In 1972
National FFA appointed a committee to review ¥
update all of the official ceremonies to broaden o

role of the definition of agriculture to encompass md

of the modern membership. However, when thet

changes were presented to the delegates at the Natic®
Convention, they were not adopted. Michigan w
the C%’anges and implemented them as the Mich¥’
9fﬁC1al F.FA Ceremonies. In 1982, once Nationa" *‘
csa:::et?:tggl?:; ’:,I,jd Changed their ceremonies, M fich¥ =
ith the rest of the country.

| -



e
E T e
'tq] G FFA association and evep taUght
to : vocational agriculryre there for 5
1re b iCNE  time,
g, E
1.10 ’: Charlie said, “My philosophy was
Ity that all students deserved the same
che chance to learn and grow. I tried to
ior involve every student in the chapter
ard in some FFA activity and I don’
ere think that changed much during
Nts the time I taught.” It was this same
dall attitude that he would bring to his
the many years of work in Michigan.
Oter
furst 5 5@“ Charlie remained at his post as
10T, S— P—— the first Projects Consultant for
— Members of the Beal City FFA Chapter sell oranges two years, until in 1974 when Jack Deppong decided to
ards These ceremonies, similar in most aspects to the go into private business and stepped do'wn as Executive
ents traditional ones, differed in that they encompassed a  Secretary of the Michigan FFA. Charlie took o'ver. for
ding broader meaning of agriculture and the growing diversity  Jack, joining another would-be legend of the Michigan
now of FFA members. Michigan aligned itself with National =~ Future Farmers.
n.he FFA' ceremonies in 1982, once those were changed. Rich Karelse began his work as the State FFA Advisor in
ority 1972 but had been serving as a Vocational Agriculture
e et eas SO /08 s Consultant in the Michigan Department of Edl;(c::ilon
-Ag at Caro. else
1tests n 1972, then Executive Secretary of the Michigan fc?r m;l;ly yearfso Zfr:: 1111; ;a;i:b?ani “bout his chaprer
= Job FFA, Jack Deppong, had a full plate. As was true for all hlm.se Wai : Adler, said, “My Ag teacher inspired me and
skills | previous Execurive Secretaries, that position has been ad_‘ifsor’ J er’}iﬁ e
orce given the charge of working closely with state Ofﬁce; ; ¥ £ ===sx
ente! s in thejr training and day-to-day business. Aﬂ.o S e
for 2 this, of course, in addition to his heavy workload “_’lth
the Michigan Department of Education. There just
. "t enough time in the day:
d 1
), the Therefore, the Michigan FFA applied for 2 graflt ffonz
- and e Michigan Department of Education. This gfr:;:e
P g make it possible to hire a new memb'er ’ of ‘
more i Whose job it would be to be the Coordmatofrthe |
thes® Wtewide FFA events and supervise the members 0
tio;:cll Stage officer teams, |
li I
hig?” he frst Person to hold this office would be C h:;lr'lej
JFFA Afensmeier. At that time, Charlie was in hl'S t .1r ‘
hig? Yer ’ University-

o 8raduate work ar Michigan State

st
| f that S ; _/er}}l Center
) M i as a member
uri, hC W o tatc S



Corunna FFA Chapter - “Big Acre” Jacket Winners

made it possible for me to go to college. He arranged
for me to meet people when I came down to MSU who
would get me work and I worked my way through college
at Brody Hall in the kitchen. 1 washed thousands of
dishes and cleaned millions of tables.”

These two men, Arensmeier and Karelse, became an
unstoppable team that kept the Michigan FFA afloat
during a time of almost constant budget problems and
uncertainty. Even today, many hail them as the two that
kept vocational agriculture alive in the state of Michigan.
And during that close working relationship, the two men

became good friends. Karelse remembers, “We would
take our families camping together.”

Pa rliumenmry P

B For a short ume, the posig,
Projects Consultant was | ft
Then, in 1975, another map
down south, Jerry Cenrers
Kentucky, came to lead. Center,
a character that the Michigan Fi
Farmers hadn’t seen the like of bej
Teresa Black Acre, 1980-1981 §
FFA Treasurer remembered, “J;
' wasalways pulling pranks on some
and always laughing. He usua
kept things light and was an ‘id
sort of guy!” The 1977-1978 Regi
- VII State Vice President, Denn
- Engelhard, added, “The instigato
the motivator, the troublemaker, fu

loving, crafty, witty — all those thing
in just the right mixture to mold growing, talented young
people into a rock solid lifelong team...I didn’ join the
team until September when another officer had to resign
for family responsibilities. With a firm handshake and

ten sentences he trained me, welcomed me and made me
a solid part of my officer team forever.”

In the last years of the 1970s, the Michigan Futur
Farmers prepared to celebrate its 50th birthday. Ead
chapter submitted marterial for a large time capsuk
that was assembled at the 1978 Michigan FFA Sta¢
Convention. Included in the capsule were letters from
members and advisors, tape recordings that r(?pO”ed
on the progress of their chapters and local agricultu®

and pictures that told the story of tht
members.

More growth and opportunity for [h:'
Michigan Future Farmers apped™
in 1978 when a Collegiate FF_
Chapter was formed ac Michi"
State University. The group e
part in numerous MSU Uad"[io.ﬂi
activities — Autumnfest, Ag Olqu;:
Small Animals Day and more: J
collegiate chapter would last inf She
1980s when it died out.

B




Ore,
;tate
erry
Cone
;ua]ly
‘deg
€gion
Dennis
igator,
er, fun
- things

1 young
join the
o resig?
jake and

made me

Michigan added the extemporancous public
st to its repertoire of leadership events

k‘ 1979)

s Cak:mg conte
. were NOW SIX CONTESLS where students could

garpen thelr Jeadership, teamwork and public speaking

skiﬂs.

4t where were the members to take advantage of these

B

s s
opportumnes.

Throughout the 1970s and 1980s, 78 FFA chapters
were disbanded. This is the largest number during any
point in the history of the association. But why all the

closures?

Cerrainly budgets played a part; it always had. But
many school districts were finding it harder to justify
having vocational agriculture classes like “Ag I” and “Ag
I’ and ag shop when more and more students were
coming from the “town” and not from the farm homes
asthey had in the past. Additionally, a larger percentage
of students were on the track to attend some sort of

post-secondary schooling,

The Future Farmers was having an image problem.
Bystanders were finding it hard to understand the depth
of the agriculture industry and how it truly touched
every aspect of American life. Agriculture was not
merely farming,

sbelby
FE4q
Chapter thinning out a woodlot

T e

Members of the 1985-1986 State Officer team at a Tiger s game

Our student leaders took this challenge of perception
and decided to do something about it. At the National
FFA Convention in 1988, members voted to change the
organization’s name from the Future Farmers of America

to simply the National FFA Organization.

Also at that time, the ranks of
membership was opened to include
middle school students. Soon,
these young leaders would be able
to compete in their own leadership
career development

contests and

events in Michigan.

As the 1980s were coming to an end, it
became evident that more change was
in store for the Michigan FFA. State
Projects Consultant Jerry Centers left
che association and was replaced with
2 familiar face of the Michigan FFA.
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Clim 51@
to Success

He moves on. While struggling to grip the mountainside
with 25 mph winds striking his back, trying but unfailing to
pull him off the mountain, he moves on. He gasps one last
breath, struggling to fill his lungs with air, and continues
to haul his body to the top. Nothing could stop him, not
even the -25° Fahrenheit temperatures would prevent Dale
Darling from reaching his goal: to join the 112 people who
have climbed all seven of the highest summits in the world.
Dale Darling is moving on.

Born and raised in Monroe County, Darling has always been
motivated, pushing himself to go farther. He grew up on a
dairy and cash crop farm that has been in the family since the
1830s along with his brother and sister who completed six
generations of dairy farming. As a child, Darling participated
in 4-H, showing dairy cattle at the county fair and had other
assorted projects. He attended Milan High School and became
a member of the Milan FFA chapter just as his grandfather,
father, and siblings had done.

g Student Senate, softball teams and the Dairy Judging

 occupations, while still working weekends on the farm.
| During his sophomore year, Darling participated in an
| overseas program in London, England where his true passion
- for international travel and business flourished. After four
| years of college, Darling graduated with a Bachelors Degree

| Degree in Agricultural Economics.

! h}f was always flying over mountains and was awestruck at
| their beauty. While living in Visalia, California, Darling

| Mineral King National Park, so he began to hike regularly

By: Cautlm Loru.ia«:
Past State Officer

As an active member in FFA, Darling was led. by his twe ]
advisors, Ira Jump and Tom Stahl. He held various chapter
offices and became chapter president his senior year an{
also became a regional officer. During the 1983 State
Convention of his senior year, Darling was elected to serve
as the Michigan FFA State Secretary, received the State |
FFA Degree, honored as the State Star Farmer, received
Dairy Proficiency Award and was state runner-up in the |
demonstration contest. He moved on to attend Michigan
State University, during which he received his American
FFA Degree. Darling states that, “FFA taught me adult |
responsibility, the art of communication, teamwork, goal
setting and achieving, as well as the ability to understand
success. FFA has, among other lifetime opportunities,
helped me to shape my life and future.”

Darling’s freshman year at MSU was a busy one. While &
serving as state secretary, he was also occupied majoring
in animal science. During his time at Michigan State, |
he was active in the Dairy Club, Alpha Zeta Honorary, |

Team. He also worked as a welding instructor, and assisted
in the agricultural engineering labs among other several

in Animal Science and continued to pursue his Masters

After graduating from MSU, a markering firm for frozen
beef and dairy genetics called World Wide Sire, which he
was then employed by, brought him out to California. He
became Area Director of Marketing and covered sales in
Europe, Asia and Russia. The corporation required Darling
to travel extensively for eleven years. During his cravels,

was only one hour away from the 13,000 foot mountains of

His fondness for hiking carried on to his overseas trips where
he embarked on climbing foreign soil. His love for spY
novels, culture, food, people and great atmosphere furthe!
[f;ueled his de.sire for climbing. However, his true inspiratio”
or mountain climbing came, not only from childhoo? §

horseplay of climbing into straw piles, hay mounds an

s e

trees
» but from the book, Seven Summits by Dick Bass ™

o
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Frank Wells. This novel depicts two men who decided to
dimb the highest mountain on all seven continents. The
adventure shared by these two men amazed Darling who
decided to try a few of their experiences.

Dile Darling’s first summit, out of a total of six climbed,
was Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, which was followed by Elbrus
in Russia, then Aconcagua in Argentina, then Mt. McKinley
in Alaska, and then the prevalent obstacle of mountains:
Mt‘ Everest in Tibet and Nepal. His latest summit was the
Vinson Massif in Antarctica. Darling’s seventh and final
Summit will be in Australia in November 2006. This unique
amb.ition started out first as 2 hobby and then became his
pa.sslon to pursue all seven summits after achieving his fourth.
}?ls vacations were primarily mountain climbing, whcre'he
;:10ldd finish one major climb per year, until succeed%ng
a't.bEverESt which took a total of two months. F?llowmg
a,l: change to Blue Diamond Growers (the world’s largest
uf;nd cooperative), where he is now currently employed,
arrang the middle of his seven summit climb, h.e was able to
ureage o months leave, assisted by local Michigan Farm
% to achieve his goal.

te:{;):g his experiences, Darling endured such things aé
mp —rures lower than -40°F and winds higher than 8

€Amwork, in most cases, was the difference between
of eind death a5 well as having the nudging thf?l;ik\l;
preciousg .ffOz?n to death as a constant rcmlndﬁfdoration,
SiCkﬂess ;C 1s. Other challenges iﬂClL'IdCd d; Zating "
at”‘"Sph’er: Wf_’” as adapting to breathing an R o3

s with depleted oxygen levels. Oneof =2

life "

most frightening moments was balancing precariously on a
six inch wide path that had a 5,000 foot drop and slipping
on a steep, rocky edge. While on his climbing expeditions,
it was not uncommon to see bodies of those less fortunate.
“When you are on mountains seeing people die, experiencing
first hand the value of life, you are able to keep the working
world in perspective,” said Darling. “You learn how to
prioritize, communicate, the importance of teamwork, and
how to efficiently and effectively pursue your personal and

»
team goals.

Today, Dale Darling is enjoying married life and his
involvement in his local church. He still plans to pursue his
dream of climbing the Seven Summits and will accomplish
this in November 2006 in Australia. He would also like to
share his knowledge of the mountains with beginners and
Every year, Darling takes countless beginners
limbs in California to teach them basic
After finishing the Seven Summits, he
horn in Switzerland as well as begin

experts alike. :
up various mountain ¢
mountaineering skills.
plans to climb the Matter
long cycling rides.
e question of “why,” Dale Darling
legendary climber, George Mauory,
died on his Mount Everest climb: “It’s not about failure
R .’s not about living or dying - understand that
h colme to Everest to conquer yourself. Whether you
o b Everest, Vinson, the tree in the back yard, or Fhe
> Cllml‘)mg k ’it,S about doing your best and improving
new project &% ¥l he way we learn a little more about
your best, and along the way

When asked the inevitabl

refers to a quote made by

or Success,

”»
elves.
ours ;
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p Michigan State University, both conferences continue to inspire studen
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St. Louis FFA Advisor Steve Beattie enjoys a hearty meal on the 1990 National FFA Convention trip

returned and continues to entertain thousands to this
day. State Conventions would never look the same again.
The entire Michigan FFA would change, too; all because

Dave Hildrebrand, the | 993-
.}i;nerzcan FFA Degree. Hildreb
| ouse of Representatiyes.

\\ 50

1994 State Prextdent receives
rand went on to serve in the Michigan

his

~
(,_/.i' .'{:Ul lunch d
One da the early ~()::‘
Pauline C ‘;u\orook Cali

State Advisor Rich Kﬂre[
and asked him to lung
Glassbrook  had bey
the longtime secretary
Harry Nesman and y,
a fervent supporter
the FFA and the yoy,
men and women
worked with.  She ay
her husband, Stanley,
never had children a
had a soft spot for t
members of the Michign
FFA. The lunch wentor

incident und

£

without

the end. The meal was eaten, the tip was left and Ms
Glassbrook pulled a check out of her purse and hands
it to Karelse, adding that she hoped it mighe help. T
check was for $100,000.

With that generous contribution, the Pauline Glassbroe
FFA Scholarship was created. The scholarship §
awarded annually to students who are attending M
and pursuing a career as a teacher of agriscience. AFE
years later, Mrs. Glassbrook would help the Michig
FFA Foundation begin an endowment that ol
guarantee the future of the Michigan FFA.

But no amount of money could stop inevitable change '
membership numbers decreased in Michigan and buds’
problems forced the elimination of many Agflsaen
programs, it became apparent that the regions in the
had to be redrawn. The eight regions were originally o
in 1946 to ensure that each area had equal rc:presenfa o
on the state officer team and to make contests b T T
areas easier (before this time contests were held d: ‘.
county associations and small informal distric®™ o
chapters not even being included in a county ass Cldw
or district). So, in 1996, eight regions became s o
regions changed in some way or another, the largeSt™ ¢
happ ening in Region VI which now consisted of the ¥
Upper Peninsula and the top half of the Lowe peni®®

%
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. these lean years, nowever, that
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pad g

pg{r05hus , Farmer — the first national i

i FEA's Star Far € nrst national star in

)\];%uhigan,s history. With an SAE of Dairy Production,
C «

Mi s com mented,, “1 grew up somewhere between

P;t Jing P arlor and the tractor cab...T always knew
¢ : ;

i qanted to do in my life. I wanted to be a dairy

way of life T loved and cherished.”

Michigan
e of its greatest triumpins.  In 1995, R"mdy

of the HOijnS FFA Cha pter was named the

Ll

what I

fyrmer; the

15t one year later, a member of the Marshall FFA,
Chad Bischoff, was named the 1996 National FFA Star
in Agribusiness. Two stars in a row! Bischoff started
simply cutting firewood and selling it, but soon, it led

1

2 business opportunity in which he and his father
oned there own business, dealing Sachs-Dolmar
dainsaws, Bolen tractors and more. He said, “I would
errainly be remiss if I didn’t credit the FFA program
ind the agriscience classes I had in high school for some

of my success. 1 was exposed to the opportunity to have

an SAE and ‘learn; ’
and ‘learning to do’ and doing to learn.’ Through

the encour i
agement of my advisor and my father, I was

able to achieve the third line of th

‘ € motto, i
e , earning to

As I continue in my business enterprise, I ho

. . pe to
become more involved in the last |

- ine of the FFA motto,
vin § ’
g to serve™....I ook forward to the challenge each

.day brings. The FFA has provided me with direction and
incentives to meet those challenges.

In 1997, a 25 year chapter closed in the Michigan FFA
as State Advisor Rich Karelse and Executive Secretary
Charlie Arensmeier retired. According to Karelse, the
State Department of Education had been urging the “old
timers” as he put it, to retire. So, both he and Arensmeier
sat down individually and crunched the numbers,
eventually deciding that the time was right.

As Arensmeier retired, the position of Executive Secretary
was completely done away with. The duties held by that
office were transferred to the Projects Consultant Charlie




Snyder and his then assistant, Jennifer Decker: The ofﬁlcs
of State Advisor was changed so that the position wou
no longer be held by an employee of the State Department
of Education, instead the Projects Consultant became
the State Advisor. Thus, three jobs with diverse and
innumerable responsibilities were combined into Ofle.
Some thought that the Michigan FFA lost a little prestige
that day.

When Karelse and Arensmeier stepped down, the
knowledge that they had given life to the association
and kept it running was in the minds of all involved with
the Michigan FFA. Of Arensmeier, Bruce Struder, the
1975-1976 Region VI State President, said, “I wonder if
he really knows how many opportunities he provided to
young men like myself. He is the type of man I hope I
can be remembered as.” Karelse also received powerful
praise. Former Ovid-Elsie FFA Advisor Alan Alaga
simply remarked that, “He will always be by the owl.”

Jennifer Decker, longtime state FEA office secretary and ‘mon’
A mere two years later, another retirement hit the
Michigan FFA. Charles Snyder stepped down as State
Projects Consultant and State Advisor. He said, “I
was three months shy of sixty when I retired. The job
requires a lot of energy and motivation in addition to

all of the other skills to be a successful teacher. Id

not want to be one who hung on beyond his or ha
productive years.”

The students who had worked with Snyder not onl
learned how ©
be good s
officers, but ber®
adults  as v
Stephen Daﬂf“f
the  1990-19
Region III St
Vice P fcs‘.den,f
said, “...one O[h[.s
sayinf
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11 it

that he drilled m‘f
J

us so much ¥
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I still follow It
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years later:
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The 1998_;

999
e Mo State FFA President, Nathan Clark

= Sn

i st e | kn);der let you know when you messed up

t for our ow, W — but you still knew he was doing
good as well as for the good of your

aSSOciat'
h on. He
as a heart of gold. Though you may

r sed y
‘jaluflch with E; the — day you were probably going
Slike |, m — paid for by him of course — and it

€h S
THQ nyder .
if}lll?er of Stateretlred, he was replaced with the first
g '8an Frg Bs taff to have been a state officer in the
ecoming the State Projects Consultant

State_
Adv' .
A 1sor in 1999 was Jeff Hawes who had

s}e{rved as the 1988-1989 Region I State Vice President
e went on to become an Agriscience teacher and FFA.

advisor at Homer before stepping up to state service

ore 1mprovements were made.

With Hawes at the helm, m
e national stars were named from Michigan.
the Mason FFA was named National
usiness in 2001 and three years later,
ngport was named the National

It was clear to all that Michigan

Two mor
Ryan Sweeney of
FFA Star in Agrib
Jeremy Glaspie from Spri
FFA Star in A
was still 2 hotb

grisciencc.
ed of agricultural endeavors.

itdidn’t help increase membership

Despite that knowledge;
53
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Membership for the 2003-2004 year fell to

966 — the second lowest membership since
e that, the number of

The last tume Michigan
was 1930. The future

numbers.

a low of 4,
1938-1939. Only a year befor
chaptersin Michigan became 98.
had that few chapters, the year
was, and to some degree, uncertain.

In 2003, then State Reporter Scott Smalley along with
MSU Professor and longtime supporter of the Michigan
FFA Michael Woods decided that the time was right
to establish a new avenue of communication for the
Michigan FFA. In March of that year, they debuted
the Michigan FFA Creed magazine, a bi-monthly
publication that would be inserted into the issues of
the New Horizons that would be sent to Michigan
members, lifelong alumni, advisors and sponsors. The
magazine would be looked at by other state associations

when designing their own inserts and never stop working

towards the goal of justly and s

50 Ay celt‘bra.-\
the many accomplishments of the I

L gan FFp 33;
its membership.

Near the middle of the first decade of the .
millennium, many changes
after six years of steady progression as the Stae py
Projects Consultant, stepped down from that positg,
He was replaced by David Wyrick, longtime advisor
the Byron FFA Chapter and principal of that scho)
Wyrick envisioned a bright future for the associa,

and continues to work toward that future.

were brewing. |- ff Hy,

The State FFA Office also saw a change and a mox
The office had been located in Agriculture Hall on:
old part of the MSU campus, but in 2004, departmen
within the MSU College of Agriculture and Natr
Resources were shuffled, including the FFA. Thus, t
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oved across campus to the Natural R
¢

here it sits today.

- €Sources
offie

Bulldlng w

ys the days of summer 2005. were winding down,
LonSTrous winds and torrential rains were beating
Jown the landscape of the Gulf Coast as Hurricane
Katrina destroyed the homes and personal belongings
i the people of southern Louisiana, Mississippi
;nd Alabama, killing thousands and leaving literally
millions homeless. Hundreds of FFA chapter and
Agriscience programs were destroyed. While these
people are hundreds of miles away from the members
of the Michigan FFA, a sense of brotherhood overcame
the membership and the National FFA program, Seeds
of Hope, came to our shores. Chapters across the state
rised money and collected food.

ltwas evident to all associated with the Michigan FFA

! dams-
e High
\\“0\

that 3 new, bright da

y had Come For ;
VUEE o . the ﬁr .
over folty years, a Ng St time in

tional Officer would call Michj
ichiga
10me. Ryan Petersop from the Cassopolis FFA Chajte?

Was.elected to serve as the 2005-2006 Eastern Region
National Vice President.

A year later, after nearly a twenty year absence, the

Michigan FFA State Convention went back to its old
home at the MSU Auditorium. The 78th State FFA
Convention was gaveled into session at the same place
where E.E. Gallup had bid goodbye to the association he
helped establish and the same place where gitls had been
voted into membership.

And the Michigan FFA continues to move on. Students
from Cassopolis to Ubly and from Golightly to Stephenson
share in the lessons that are taught in the classroom,
experienced in the SAE and expressed in the FFA.
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/. A LEGACY OF SERVICE

THE MICHIGAN FFA ALUMNI
e e

It was reported in the March 1934 issue of the Michigan Future Farmer newsletter that “There is a growing
demand for an organization of ‘former EEA.s' — Michigan will surely send her quota of delegates to this first
national convention when it is called.”

That first national convention for “former EFA.s” was finally called in 1972 when the National FFA Alumni was
formed. That same year, the Michigan Future Farmers of America Alumni Association was created and a new
legion of leadership was established for those that hoped to stay involved in the agricultural organization. Within

five years, nearly a dozen affiliate chapters had chartered with the state association.

Leading the Michigan FFA Alumni is a state council, comprised of a president, vice president, secretary, a vice

president from each region, an at-large member and an administrative director. The administrative director has
o

usually been housed at the Michigan Farm Bureau where he or she also acts as the Young Farmer Director. In the

early years of the 21st Century, a past state officer representative has also served on the council.

ter level, in 1988 the Michigan FFA Alumni began sponsoring a trip to the
ool administrators, school board members and others. By targeting these
dministrators will realize how beneficial it is to have an FFA chapter in their
d what the FFA is. Administrators will meet with members of their
on staff, alumni members and the state FFA officers.

To build support for the FFA on a chap
National FFA Convention for high sch
individuals, the alumni hoped that the a
schools by allowing them to better understan .
home chapter (if one exists), MSU Agricultural Educati

i “I felt a great deal of
. i hall FFA advisor Floyd Beneker stated, g
Longtlme B, ahismnl et st Tomses 5P | took part in this powerful event. On the final morning

g BT hool personne .
E:-;husisrf; bull:mg Ca;h :Zy 9;Sagtxl:ee z;apterpmembcrs told of their experiences as FFA members and what FFA
ore heading home, the Mon

...fieldtrip will continue to be one
i :on on the school leaders. The
Mean to them, This really made an impression

he Michigan FFA Alumni. The more we can promote the premier
e
of the most important events sponsored by t
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2 ic, Michi. A State Aliimni Chairm
of Agriculture Director Dean Pridgeon and Mike Kovacic, Michigan FE,
Michigan Department of Agr

leadership of the FFA, the more agriscience programs
and FFA chapters we will have in Michigan.

The Michigan FFA Alumni also works to ensure .tiiat
FFA members can take advantage of all the opportunities
available to them. Through funds raised at the state
annual alumni banquet and meetip
full and partial scholarships are
who wanr to attend
There,
legislators, see historic
points of leadership,

g’s silent auctions,
given out to students
the Washington Leadership

Conference. students can meet with

their

sights and be trained in the finer

teamwork and citizenry. Because

old fun, (oo, Each year a¢

Convention ip East Lansing,

) 2 apples
Wednesday night dance. serving up Plzzgin(;rerspim
and apple cider, thousands of FFA m Jeadership
distress for two hours anc forget abouf‘na for a1
contests, proficiency rankings and runn71 coomPf“l-‘"
office and just dance and enjoy each others

Jess

; its count
Today, the Michigan FFA Alumni and its

P
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) te cOH
affiliate chapters throughout the st bers Wit d
. ) ) : m
s promise — , promise to provide meak i d\,antﬂg6
e
SUPPOIt system that wil] allow them to ¢
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of every OPportunity that is offered in . i
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Members, financ
with ski]|s and |

more,
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/. BUILDING

A CORNERSTONE
THE MICHIGAN FFA FOUNDATION

While the National FFA Foundation was established as far back as 1944, Michigan didn’t establish its own
foundation until nearly 40 years later in 1981.

This isnt to say that Michigan waited that long to seek out financial contributors. In the early days of the Michigan
Future Farmers, many companies assisted chapters by providing them with useful materials. As early as 1930, Swift
and Company had donated framed portraits of George Washington and Thomas Jefferson to any chapter that
requested them — the John Deere Company added a miniature plow to each chapter’s paraphernalia.

The first time donors were honored happened in March 1947 at the State Convention. Luke H. Kelly, then
Executive Secretary of the Michigan FFA, assembled a group of fifteen businesses and corporations that had made
generous donations to the Michigan Future Farmers in the past year. Among these were Michigan Milk Producers
Association, A&P Tea Company, Kroger Grocery and Baking Company, General Motors Cooperation, J.I. Case and
Company, Deere and Company, Standard Oil Company of Indiana and Allis Chalmers Company.

The steps toward the formation of the Michigan FFA Foundation as we know it to exist today began at the 1981
State FFA Convention. It was here that the state foundation was voted into existence by attending delegates. Almost
immediately, the Michigan FFA Foundation set out creating a body of work to raise monies for the state programs.
The first theme was Building Tomorrow’s Today and the first fundraising effort asked each chapter to solicit $100
in local contributions — the North Branch FFA being the first to rise to the challenge. Earl Martindale became the
first individual to contribute to the group. By the fall of 1982, the Michigan FFA Foundation had garnered its first

$1,000.

Despite the best of efforts, the Foundation floundered in those early years. Itwasntuntil the MSU College of Agriculture
and Natural Resources (CANR) became involved that the ball truly got rolling. Dr. Jake Wambhoff, a former teacher
of Vo-Ag at Ubly, was at that time the chairperson of the Agricultural Extension and Education (AEE) Department
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MICHIGAN FFA FUTURITY

A RACE TO DEVELOP TOMORROW'S LEADERS Foundation
ARCETODBES ———— |§ Board of
Directors.

Wamhoff

Don’t lked  the

structure

and, as a firm

Gamble
on the
Future

. suppo rter,
wanted ~ tO
strengthen the
MichiganFFA
Foundation.
Teamed up

with Charles

Snyder,

Charlie

Arensmeier

and Rich

Karelse, they

set out to
accomplish

just that.

In 1993, the
Michi
FFA Foundation hired its first Executive Direcctc})lr1 ]gDin
Kn.leger. Originally of Idaho, Krueger was hire)d in a
unique way. The funds were not available to hire a full
n.me director so a deal was worked out in that 50% of hi
tm.xe \.wvould be dedicated to the foundation, 25% to thz
:‘ | I;/:;hltian Il\klls‘soc.iation of Agriscience Educators (MAAE)
(MHT;) X nx;hlfan Horrticultural Teachers Association
as an Associatet Pic?ff::(:rzasto/;\)/[gi;hi e he would serve
- Immediately, Krueger

and the 1 1
Foundation Board of Directors set about build;j
a cornerstone. t ulldlng

SO that ¢ar, Ohn Hl | S th n serv lng he
h l Wl 10 wWa. (] c as t

President of th
e Foundation Boa :
. ard of Di
initiat FEELOES,
" thi:; succc.ssFu\ fundraising program that h(.flped
ay. Hilt, who just so happened to be é‘;\nflnues
alrman
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of the Board of o ved with ERTy,
Company and offered the &1 1n FFA COHCCtor

Tractor. These model tractors we available in Qui
Farm & Fleet and Country Post stores across the Sta?;
with all proceeds going directly to the Michiga s
Foundation. That first year, $26,000 was raised. Ty,
(ractor series is till offered, today by Tractor Supply ¢,

stores.

Someone who helped in strengthening the Foundatio
was Pauline Glassbrook. In addition to the $100,000
chat she originally gave, beginning the Glassbrook
Scholarships, she also gaveasum in November 1993 that,
when added with other substantial donations, would
become the Glassbrook Endowment. This endowment
accrues a generous amount of interest each year, half
of which is put back into the trust so that it will grow
and the other half is awarded in grants to high school
programs and FFA and Agriscience programs, allowing
them to add a new aspect to their curriculum or FFA
chapter, providing for the continued development of
students across the state.

The Michigan FFA Foundation grew to 2 point that 2
full time director was needed. In 1994, Krueger became
an assistant MSU professor in Agricultural and Natural
Resources Communications.

At the time of Krueger’s deparure, the foundation faced
another change. Through the strong support of ]ack
Laurie, the President of the M’ .chigan Farm Burea® e
foundation moved to those lcadquarters in Lansi"®

Julie (?hamberlain, a MFB employee, became¢ e
executive director.

In suc i

chan Cefetdlng years, the executive director w
co e
ge often. After Chamberlain, Josh Merchant cam
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near St. Johns, Michiea T -
Golf Course oo l ins, N tchigan. I—jf-r,i‘ players
-hole game | Sy ..
Complete an ' ¢ game bejore enjoying a steak
dinner and auction. The money raised from this evens

is used annually for the six regional camps.

A new opportunity for financial advancement appeared
. 2004. At that time, the Michigan FFA and National
FFA Foundations partnered up to host an FFA Race
Day at the Michigan International Speedway (MIS) in
Brooklyn, Michigan. Heavily advertised as a worthwhile
fundraising event, with the simple phrase, “I'm with
the FFA,” attendees could meet NASCAR drivers, win
prizes and gain entrance to the FFA hospitality tent and
more. During its first year of existence, the FFA race
day raised $2,500 and continues to this day, only now,
it is the Michigan FFA and the Ohio FFA that partners
for the event.

Thatsame year, the former State FFA Project Consultant,
Charles Snyder, designated a $500,000 estate gift to the
foundation. This is the largest gift that has even been
given to the Michigan FFA Foundation. Snyder said,
“I thought about making this gift for a long time, and I
decided I wanted to pay tribute to all those wonderful
students who did so much to enrich my life. What
better way to do that than to support future generations
of young people enrolled in agriscience and FFA

programs.”

In 2006, it was announced that the Michigan FFA
Foundation, now in its 25th year would be returning
to the place of its creating: Michigan State University’s
College of Agriculture and Natural Resources. After
a lengthy absence, it was hoped that this move wmfld
stir the foundation to build upon its legacy of lucrative

ﬁnancing and expand its horizons.

ERTNLRES
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DIRECTORS

Julie Chamberlain
1994-1999

David Krueger
1991-1994

Molly Xy
2001-2003

Josh.uab Mefht l
1999-2001

Kate Poﬁers
2004-2005

Corey Flournoy
2003-2004

Megan Hirschman
2005-Present
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INTO THE FUTURE...

We were born into a time of great depression and came of age during world war. As our nation debated civil rights

among the races and genders, we took action. In the FFA, growth isn’t just an idea to which we give lip service, it is
an essential ideal embedded into our members.

This ideal of growth has taken us to heights that those original farm boys who met one day in May 1929 could never
have foreseen. Today, there are FFA chapters in downtown Detroit and new programs are popping up every year at
urban technical centers. Young women assume over half of all leadership positions and all of the hues of humanity
can be found wearing the blue corduroy. What would those original Michigan Future Farmers have to say about all
this change — all this progression?

Without the advent of a time machine (and leave it to an FFA member to have the drive to make this piece of science
fiction a reality), we can only guess. But we can hope that those who gave birth to a movement, an organization and
an idea would look upon us like proud, doting grandfathers - grandfathers that toiled and gave of themselves so that
their namesakes could reap the rewards of so much blood, sweat and tears. We can hope.

And as we look into the past, wide eyes cannot help but turn towards an unknown future: of both agriculture and
the Michigan FFA.

We believe in the future of agriculture, but the details of that future are best left to a “great discussion filled with

experts and ideas and diction and energy and honesty.”

What does the crystal ball hold for this association? Will we once again see a state membership of 10,0002 Will we
be able to keep up with the times as we have in the past? We can hope.

) ) hen the FFA is no more and the blue corduroy jackets have been packed
E\:'Ven if, God forb{d, l;here Conxfl; ijﬁlznz of young men and women have stood for will never die. The lessc_)ns
th;ty\,i: ;zvte:uagftlzs sa";"\lzzrgreenhands are still imbedded in our beings long after the day we bid farewell to high

school and high school dreams. These lessons are universal. -
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FFA deserves 2 gran
me that the ity e

perhaps in Kansas .
here home 15 OF even

It's been said by so

national monument — .
were founded or in Indlanapohs W

on the mall in Washington D.C. — and while this 12) aj;
amazing sentiment it isn't completely necessar}}'l. o
monument can be found in the young student who isn
longer fearful to stand up and speak in front of their peers.
Our monument can be found in young men and women
who are returning to the high school classroom, F)nly this
dime as teachers of agriculture in efforts of giving back
back some of what was given to them. Our monument
can be found all over this nation, in all avenues of the
workforce, the halls of government and yes, the few
remaining great fields of agriculture. Our monument lies
with the member and the former member and the way
they live their lives. There is nothing grander that can
ever be created out of stone and cement.

And now we are left with the knowledge that the future
is not for us to decide. The students that make up
the membership of the Michigan FFA are constantly
challenged with the mission of leading their chapter,

region Of the .cn;tire .associa;?(bi\ 0 bigger
things. This musston is best stated in a reag
at one time given every'Memori_v_l Day by ¢,
acting couple Ossie Davis and wife Ruby De,
/s Ours, they present the challenge and hopés

American generation. May the coming o
our membership forever rise to meet the chyl,

their time.

Today is ours — let’s live it.

And love is strong — let’s give it.
A prayer can help — let’s say it.
And peace is dear — let’s bring it.

The past is gone — don’t rue it.
Our work is here — let’s do it.

The world is wrong — let’s right it.
If evil comes — let’s fight it.

The road is rough — let’s clear it.
The future vast — don’t fear it.
Is faith asleep? — let’s wake it.
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Back Row: Harry Gibson, Treasurer, Fowlerville; Truman Berwyn Pemberton, Exec Committee, Imlay City; Edvad
Strenzel, Reporter, Reed City; Edward E. Gallup, State Advisor
Front Row: Charles Gill, Exec Committe, Ypsilanti; Charles Lewis Taylor, Secretary, Caro; Keith Tanner, Presiden;
Charlotte; Frank A. Swagart, VB, St. Johns (Noz pictured: Glen W, Munsell, Exec Committe, Fowlerville)

STATE OFFICERS - 1930-1931
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Harry Gibson Lloyd W. Ruesick
President Vice President
Fowlerville Adrian

(Not pictured: Lawrence Stowe, Secretary, Williamston; Clarence Warner, Treasurer, Centreville; Harold Hendershor,

Reporter, Imlay City; Gerald Krupp, Exec Committe, Grand Ledge; Earl C. McKim, Exec Committe, Ypsilanti)

STATE OFFICERS - 1932-1933

OtpiCtured-' Morel] Russell, President, Cenrrf’
Pay/ Kuhful, Reporter, Haslett;

Carl D Shopbeu
Secretary
Dﬂnsville

Treasurer, Fairgrove;
7

d Webb,
ville;
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Kenneth Schram

T —— Committee
" Carl D. Shopbell Ex“an
President
Dansville

Deckerill;
. Lof-‘: ]}gd;urﬁ}

angor, Cd?‘l

Corners; Donald Piper, Secrzﬂg;ﬁ Cfmmz‘ﬂee, Luther)

] rrers; ith,

inder, VP, Hickory Co Hurbor; Robert Smi

; d: Douglas Gain . e Howion

(Not picture Anthony Smith, Reporter;

-1935
STATE OFFICERS - 1934-19

Loron Walker Norman Smalley
Treasurer Reporter
Oliver

Dansville

(Not DPictured: Donaly Piper,

biﬂ sON,
President, Bangor; Kenneth ¢ Olsen, VP Howell; Robert Ro
Robery Follmer, Exec Committee, Edwzzrafrbur

e1m0s,
D Vs aniaan 2440 O/e
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STATE OFFICERS - 1935193
-1936

Norman Smaﬂy
President
Dansville

(Not pictured: Ro ;
: Roy ]. Hickey, VP, Fai
Keith C. Sowerb ey, VI Fairgrove; Wilbur Lohr, S
' s Repore > r, Secretary, D .
eporter, Greenville; Herschel L. Krebs, Exe:y Con:t;;j;?e{:;;j ‘Zh?”fg o S g
> eim, Exec Committee, Luther) ,

STATE OFFICERS - 1936-1937

Norman Hull
Secretary
Bangor

(N

Dictyre ). 1y
% red: Wilbur Lobr, President, Dundee; Richard D. Leslie, VB Yp.fibzmi; Lawrence Mart; Treasurer, Addison;
Harold Metcalf, [Exec Committee, Fairgrove)

arles Whitn R
e}, Reporter, Leslie; Burdette Carroll, Exec Committee;



on ilds Willis . n |

Norman Hull
President Exec Committee Secretary
Bangor Unionville Beaverton

(Not pictured: Ulysses P Tremblay, VB, Flushing; Orvill Rasmussen, Treasurer, Big Rapids; Cleo W. Buxton, Reportey Huly,
Robert Dennis, Exec Committee, Adrian)

STATE OFFICERS - 1938-1939

Dean M, atke '

Secrgmry Wilmot McDowell
Morrice Exec Commirtee
Union City
(N
o pictured: Willis H, Grige, 1, jit
> [resident, Beaverton; g, o
5 5
LG Rothney, Ey, imond Powell, VP Haslett; Donald Eppeh™



Dean M.
President
Morrice

(Not pictured: Milo E. Harrocks, VR Onaway; Frank Merriman, Secretary, Deckerville; Donald Smith, Treasurer,
Stockbridge; Wilfred Bennett, Reporter, Milford: James Hemminger, Exec Committee, Buchanan;
Dale McAlvey, Exec Committee, Farwell)

STATE OEFICERS - 1940-1941

Leo M. Cropsey
Reporter
Dowagiac

1 Deckerville; Bernard
o Reich, Secretar}; gl

ja; Le )
' . all, VDl Benzonid; - Exec Commitiee,
O\;"{')li-“ured: Frank Merriman, President, Deckerville; L{’;": /11\4 f”;) Jowsant; Robert M. Tobin,
’ mmittee, .

On
+ Treasure, Leslie; Russell Johnston, Exec Co
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STATE OFFICERS - 1941-194)

L to R: Max Decker, Treasurer, Deckerville; Luke H. Kelly, State Executive Secretary; George Fogle, Secretary,
Okemos; Robert Bush, Exec Committee, Caro; Francis Bryde, VP, Eaton Rapids; Elwood Mellinger, Exec Committee
Ithaca; Leo Reich, President, Deckerville; Don Southworth, Reporter, Elkton; Harry E. Nesman, State Advisor ’

STATE OFFICERS - 1942-1943

T

Paul W Seeger

Dorwin Williams
Secretary Reporter
Dansville Bath

R{‘t’s 4

(Not pictured: George Fogle, President, Okemos; Harold Shannon, VE Dowagiac; John E. Andrus, Treasuren
Donald L. Lahring, Exec Committee, Byron; Donald Seager, Exec Committee, Onsted)



STATT CFFICERS - 1943

Back Row: Luke H. Kelly, State Executive Secretary; Merle W. Harris, Treasurer, Edwardsburg; Douglas Barlond
Reporter, Olivet; Donald Spencer, Exec Committee, South Haven; Harry E. Nesman, S)tate Advisor )
Front Row: Dorwin Williams, President, Dansville; Max A. Loudenbeck, VP, Maple Rapids; Donald L. Allen,
Secretary, Williamston

(Note: Roland D. Murphy of Midland was originally elected as VP but due to the WWII draft, he resigned and Max
Loudenbeck, originally an Exec Committee member was appointed as the VP)

STATE OEEICERS - 1944-1945

d Marske,

Stan 1
t‘lndmg: Lyle Lynd, Treasurer, Olivet; Raymon
Executive Secretarys
Sestels eI it S Peterson Exec Committee:
} ce b

ident, Williams?o"® Lﬂ-wrmDec/eerui//e)
(Not pictured: Donald L. Allen,E J;rff ) Poole, Exe¢ Committeé
o LITanen: war ’




Dale Rosel Leonard Johnson Merlyn R. Swab Wendell Wi
President Vice President Treasurer RePlorter
Coapersville Olivet Okemos Alkas

(Not pictured: Ray H. Peffers, Secretary, Rudyard; Clifion Wells, Exec Committee, Jonesville;
Carlton Woodhams, Exec Committee, Allegan)

STATE OFFICERS - 1946-1947

Gordon A. Briggs Jack V. Miller Mark Owens
President Region IV State VP Region VII State VP
Romeo Ovid Midland

(Not pict."urea'.' 'YEd Moe, Secretary, Midland: Robert Casey, Treasurer, Hastings; Donald E. Beebe Reporter, Onsted; Rid]md
V;)W;rr.zs, Regz'on I State VP l?eaztur; Charles W, Vincent, Region IT State VP Springport; Fran/; Buich, Region o1 Sttt
» Lairgrove; Charles Hendrickson, Region V State VP Fremont; Ralph Clark, Region VI State VP Traverse City; Ray %
Peffers, Region VII Staze VB Rudyard) ,
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Keith Little

]ohll Heim Elmore Higby ch;ard Sandb k
Presiden t Secreta.ry Region III State VP Region Va;atenl)/(l)’
Traverse City Cass City Romeo Blanchard

(Nat pictured: Gordon Nash, Treasurer, lonia; George Frost, Jr., Reporter, Romeo; Norman Grigsby, Region I State VB
Allegan; Eldine R. Finkbeiner, Region II State VP, Saline; Dale Southward, Region IV State VR, Olivet; Bob D. Herner,
Region VI State VB Marion; Walter E. Pieper, Region VIII State VI, Pinconning)

STATE OFFICERS - 1948-1949

‘ Gerber
. h al-l Loren
o — A. LaJean Mars . VI State VP
Connell ; VP Region )
Jery L Jorgensen  Harry-Densmore MHRI;;rter Region I Stk Reed City
. n
‘é?l';’:ndent Se:z;etary Olivet Quincy
lamston ma .
Bri_\'ml, Regwﬂ
ort; Everett G . {
A4, Region 11 State V 4 ﬂ’;gpv State VP Fremont; GeoT8¢ J
(Not »; Dean Meat: Jler, Rego
% Pictured: Dean Sloan, Treasurer, Almont R. arl P SneRen VP Iron River

. VDR Aimd; . VI State
State VP Abmont; Richard Bigelow, Regji/np[gsfzz- Eugene Jame Region V1

Lombard, Region VII State
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Hury Dehsmore | Carl W. Sanford Farl Gerstacker
Secretary Region III State VP Region VII State VP
Abma Sandusky Midland

(Not pictured: John Norton, President, Cassopolis; Carl Silvernail, Treasurer, Caro; William Bricker, Reporter, Hart; Daley

Kretchman, Region I State VP Benton Harbor; Roger L. Bradley, Region II State VI Springport; Royce Lockwood, Region Iy

State VR, Williamston; Gerald E Larson, Region V State VI, Lake Odessa; Edgar Powell, Region VI State VB Manton, Dale
J. Dent, Region VIII State VI Iron River)

STATE OFFICERS - 1950-1951

1
1
'
g
X

Standing: Charles Fisher,

Region I State VP, Wayland; William Andrus, Region III State VP, Elkton; Richard A-
Pylam, Region IV State VP,

Grand Ledge; Jerry Spencer, Region V State VB, Hart; Edgar Powell, Region VI, Manto™
Duane E. Spyker, Region VII State VP, Midland
Seated: Fred Williams, President, Marlette; Dale W. Kretchman, Secretary, Benton Harbor; Robert V. Wengeb
Treasurer, Middleville; William Weisgerber, Reporter, Ionia
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Officers: Robert L. Nemcik, Presi
, President, Elsie; :
Reporter, Marlette; Barton Ri b IS ARa S e
- ; chardson, Regi 1, Secretary, Alma; R
Epegp[;,m’ I}iegl,on I1I State VP, Caro; Rollin D gl;l)rl I State VP, Cassopolis; Ric’ha(r)c%:(/A. Wyngarden, Treasurer, Frem
Gerber, Region VI State VI, Reed City; Star.ﬂe OSSSCY, Region IV State VB, William . Snow, Region II State VP Har(l)(r)l b Caryle Flager
y Streeter, Jr., Region VII State VP, (S)Osf: ﬁOhE{(- First, Region V State:e/; ?H['e : [I\{A .
) Oscoda; Glenn Crisp, Regi oz sl
, Region VIII State VP, Pickf
[ Ord.

STATE OFFICERS - 1952-1953
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: John P
V State VDB,
Felch

Standj . SR

Hyde, Riuilgi Richard Dean, Region I State vP, Middleville; Wesley Prines i VP, Springpor
l Barr}’tgoofl H.I State VB, Yale; Wilbur Rykert, Region IV State VP Williamston; Loren E. Gray, Region
S n; Michael A. Yonkman, Regio® y1 State VP Mesick; Roger L. Cootware Region VIII State VD
eated: John Halsey, Reporte! Olivet; Duan€ Rayrnond D. Hooker,
: ’ ’ Austin, Secretary; Ovid;

Regi
glon VII State VB, Gladwin; David H. Boyne ident,
Amos Weaver, Sentinel, Charlotte




Standing: Larry Femgan, Reglon VII State VP, Pmconmng, Paul W. Thompson, Reglon [ State VI, Allegan; Francis
Stout, Region V State VD, Ionia; Donald J. Atkins, Region I11I State VP, Marlette; Kenneth Shepard,
Region VI State VD, East Jordan; Clarke Schlabach, Sentinel, Elkton
Seated: Frank Kirinovic, Reporter, Ovid; Ronald Halsey, State Secretary and Region IV State Vice President, Oliver;
Richard K. Arnold, President, Plainwell; Bill Raynard, Region VIII State VI, Pickford;
Max Allen, Treasurer, Williamston; Clarke Schlabach, Sentinel, Elkton

STATE OFFICERS - 1954-1955

Officers: James Boyhe, President, Marlette; Ronald Popp, Secretary, Almont; Earl Phelps, Treasurer, Cedar Springs Rpi, jot
Reporter, Hale; Wayne Blossey, Sentinel, Williamson; Fred TenHoor, Region I State VD, Wayland; Carl Comstubb i Brat |
: (

VP, Parma; John H. Williamson, Region III State VP, Sandusky; Donald McVannel, Region IV State VP, Merrills Mi [adwil”

Region V State VP, Edmore; James Shepard, Region VI State VP, East Jordon; Jerry Haines, Region VII State VE
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Thomas Beatty
President
Williamston

(Not pictured: Richard R. Enos, Secretary, Vassar; Donald D. Hewitt, Treasurer, Swarsz Creeks: Anthony Korican, Reporter,
Milan; Ronald Alexander, Sentinel, Sandusky; Craig McCoy, Region I State VI, Benton Harbor; Edward D. Mead, Region
I State VE Springport; Wayne E. Schember, Region 11 State V. Elkton; James Gillis, Region IV State VB Breckenridge;
Philip Jones, Region V State VI, Saranac; Dennis Sellers, Region VI State VP Petoskey; Francis Shearer, Region VII State VP

Gladwin; Raymond Salo, Region VIII State VI, Rudyard)

STATE OFFICERS - 1956-1957

.. Gerald Simpson,
cate VD, Adrian; oI Sate VP

- T Tack Bs Hill, - Erik A. Ball, Region V!! el

Standing’ William Kissane, Region IV State V> ?t‘ J?hfr{l:gijon I State VP (150 1:;2;1 ;egion v/ State VD, Tonias &€F

i : €L KT e )

Salgxllon VIl State VB, Bay City Handy; J " \I/_IICSI:;te VP, Scorevills Péo;;oll an A. Brown, President,

e Maste Wilam Andzon Reg’ll'(;l?)rp Region I Staflf \g’ner Swartz Creek; N:rrnéritton
Seateq od D. Hewith 22 1 Boreel, RePOTEE

* Darold Sim inel, Saranac; Don ; Ke

pson, Sentinel,

i ccretarys
Temperance; Ervin West, Secretary;
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Standing: Donald Huff, Region I State VP, Dowagiac; Arden L. Ford, Region II State VP, Blissfield; Eldon E. Wrigh,
Region IV State VP, Charlotte; Dean Hyde, Region V State VP, Carson City; Larry Herweyer, Region VI State VB
McBain; Donald Lutz, Region VII State VB, Bay City Handy; William Ross, Region VIII State VP, Rudyard
Seated: Gerald E McVannel, Reporter, Merrill; John P. Jackson, Secretary, Onsted; Gerald Neil, President,
Williamston; Robert Baur, Region III State VB, Pigeon; Edward R. Barton; Sentinel, Plainwell

STATE OFFICERS - 1958-1959

Standing; Law Th v {ljam
McCarty, s ~hompson, Region I State VR Allegan; Karl W, Kimerer, Region II State VP, Britton will

Region V1 Stacelif%ioMncIéI -St.a\t;-v.l)’ Elkcton; Richard Spike, Region IV State VP, Chesaning; Russell Varlderved;{ensoﬂ
Seated: Kot 1 ain; William Shearer, Region VII State VP, Gladwin; Bela Feher, Region VIII VD, Step

h L Kline, Sentinel . : iden®
Hollys Bidi Wmme » Mattawan; Floyd L. Engelhardt, Treasurer, Sebewaing; Daniel O'Brief Pres

i t ‘ enbach, Region V State VP, Belding; Ronald J. Cook, Secretary, Marshall;
A - John Goodchild, Reporter, Caro




- M anger, Sentipel
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orerary, ese; Ronald E.
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James [ By
_F bDremery QCC
T Secretary,
Hamlj; Precid ! ctary
es1dent
Treasurer, )

pike
ce Waener. R e

agner, Reporter,
Britton

icn

Left: Thomas McPherson, Region I State VD,
Marshall; Charles VanDenBurg, Region II State
VP, Litchfield; Robert J. Campbell, Region III
A State VD, Yale; Gerald Lover, Region IV State VD,
Flsie; Melvin J. Ekkel, Region V State VP, Fremont;
Dirk Maxwell, Region VII State VB, Midland (No#
pictured: Michael Gollinger, Region VIII State VI
Sault Ste. Marie)

- 1960-1961
%‘i i

hfield; N. Lynn Schriber,
on V State VP, Rockford;
I State VP Felch

II State VD, Litc
| Norman, Reg!
Region VI

| Stang; , o
- | R;ain ding: Ry, Baker, Region I State VP Climax; Glen Zlegl‘;’ ieng'%ai
| 8on L11 State VP, Caro; Robert Wiles, Region IV Srare Yy b};t Davidson, G. Moran,
e, R Norman Aille gion ByLts Vs ke Brazlc h;alzgcf Secretarys SanduSk}’§ Tl:'(;:lellaSCal.edonia
¢ 1 2 1€k,

055 Rockenbaugh, Reporter, Cassopoliss Bruce Alex « Kowalczyk J& Sen .

Traverse City; Richard Walsworth, Treasurer, Hart Georg

President,
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STATE OFFICERS - 1961-1962

From top left, clockwise: James B. Mérhph, Region VIII Staté VP, Rudyard; Vincent Worely, President, Hillsdale; Ronald
Kohn, Secretary, Croswell-Lexington; Wayne E. Burkhart, Treasurer, Pellston; Gary W. Gee, Sentinel, Stockbridge; Dennis

g Meyers, Region V State VP, Saranac; Roger K. Pfiester, Region IV State VP, Williamston; Marvin Kelso, Region VI Stare
N VP, Gaylord; Roger W. Carr, Region I State VP, Colon; Jeffrey Ehlert, Region II State VI, Blissfield; Robert Lutz, Region|ll
, ‘ State VP, Sebewaing; Robert Papin, Reporter, Alcona (Not pictured: Larry R. Kleinhardt, Region VII State VE Clare)
4

STATE QFFICERS - 1962-1963

SB Oy T A

X . illiam
ate VP, Leglie- pringport; James Nunn, Region III State VB, Croswell-Lexing©™ = yp
Seate dfsa‘;fo. Eastern; John \);?léz}g elo{ C: Mulholland, Region V State VP, Lakeview; James Shoup, Region ¥ _* [.Im
| ert E. Bary, Sentinel, Yae. G ;;slinBV] I_Stafe VP, Gladwin; Roger Blomquist, Region VIII State VP»‘F S IC_Il.lnd)‘
\ ‘ 84 Wilfred D. Smith, Sec-retznlanoler,dTreasurer’ Williamston; Victor Lutz, President, Bay City
| | > Ovid; Thomas M. Kempf, Reporter, Fremont

‘ Standipe. -
i ng: Karl A. Schmi .
“Byrun, Region v rsrildt’ Region I State VP §




sy,

standing: Marvin E. He feid | o v
VP . ent, Williamston; g .
State VP, Sebewaing; Richard Hamlin, Regionslt;)/ns’ Larr\);P Copeland, Region 1§
tate Webben,,' tate VP, Tek
’ ille > Tekonsha; Don Jahr
: : Region 111

> )
S ? g
I{Obelt c; 11 on I{e on Vv State v I) Lake“ew

1ald
Clayton H. Gibbard, Regi
1Nis 2 eglOn VI Sta
" B | te \F/{P, I"aul E. Shearer, Region VII
i cated: Gary D. Smith, Sentinel, Litchfield; Je ng’n VIII State VP, Felch State VP, Gladwin; Laverne B
Smith, Secre ; Jerry Brandel, Treasu .
’ tary, Morenci; Ha rer, Hart; Nelson Franci
; Harold Heath, Regi n Franciso, Report
, Region II State VB, Mil porter, Marshall; Gary H
) Milan :

(Note: Early in his
term, Laverne Buzz
0 was drafted into military service and replaced b
ced by Roger Blomqui
quist, Felch)

STATE OFFICERS - 1964-1965

o VP, Blissfield; Douglas Bodenbender,
George Parsons, Region V1 State VD,
egion V1T State VB Rudyard

Brian J. Glover Region 111
|d E Anderson,

Standin "

R 8 JerTy Wigoi ' :

- St);y{glg)l%s’ Region I State VI Niles; Paul Vergote, Jr., Region II Stat

Statevart; Duaine ii {I/r on; Vernon A. Witcenbach, Region V State VD, Belding;

Vi \/p: anie| | Sh' ogel, Region VII State VP, Bay City Central; Scott Brood, R

A - Shoup, Reporter, Ludington: Douglas B- Spike, Secretary’ Manchester;
inel, West Branch; Haro

: mo .
Nt Marvin C. M . : Senti
. May, President, Eaton Rapids; >

A Treasurer
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DIATE U110 - 19651966

Standing: Spencer Shunk, Region VIII State VP, Sault Ste. Marie; Michael Schwab, Region VII State VP Standish-§
Thomas Herremans, Region V State VP, Ravenna; Howard Falker, Region III State VP, Romeo; John Trott,
Region II State VP, Reading; Kenneth A. Bohn, Region I State VP, Galien
Seated: Lawrence Albrecht, Reporter, Carsonville; Robert A. Milligan, Secretary, Cass City; Thomas Atherto
State VI, Byron; Richard D. Byrum, President, Leslie; Thomas E. Spike, Treasurer, Chesaning;
Gordon Behrenwald, Sentinel, Lakeview

STATE OFFICERS - 1966-1967

terling;

n, Region [y

]

——— - D . v -~ |.Un
Standing: i 1 ¢« Bush R
;?Ing:;fv%e“ms Lambert, Region T State VD, Hopkins; Bill Bailey, Region II State VP, Sand Creek; DaYld ('\-/gufcomvillci
De\} Calr)o; Ve.rn Hartenburg, Region IV State VP, Eaton Rapids; Ronald M. Wood, Region VI b[;}[c‘ [\/l“lfi"‘
Seated: Doe:;asef nings, Region VII State VP, Gladwin; Charles E. Brown, Region VIII State VD, Sault 5“‘|' I;O & G
. v . akes
Keefer, ewis, Reporter, Jonesville; David Tutak, Secretary, Montague; Dale E. Nye, President, Lae

Regij L0850
€gion V State VP, Portland; Ear| Fox, Treasurer, Beal City; DeLane H. Ruess, Sentinel, OWOS*



Wa.lt Barta’ Jl’.
President
Chesaning

]

(Not picturm’: Robert G
5 rego S
Creek; Neil E. Brade Ba1 DeCresary, St
1) . 72, S . h o€ ewaing:
Dundee; Zan Powell, Regj:tﬁ;;l, Byron; Russell lgg’CROdney Brood, Trea
Sute VB Cdr_fan Clty R /771 ]Stﬂte W? ngk]/] o]—%,}” Region [Stgt ki Rud}la;«d, Roge W
; Richard Olds, Region V; SZ n Craig, Region IV EVP Hopkins; Carflflo )eBlm’ Reporter, Swa
ate VB, Kingsley; DonaZ’tEBI;f Ovid-Elsie; D;uz} g;gia” 11 State V;’tz
ell, Region VY]} 7 Smith, Regi ;
Stﬂtg W) Sa > Egzon V
> Sault Ste. Marie
: )

STATE OFFICERS - 1963-1969

Richard E. Posthumus
President
Caledonia

(Not »:
Picture-
&
ennis R. Konczal, Secretar} Fowlerville; Roger
o 1 State VI Cussopolis &%
Spate VB Corunnds Dwight

Spar,
% Atlen B
el], .
Sentinel, Sault Ste. Mari¢; Bill White, Region [ Sta
1 Phil Serauch; Region v
Region VII State VD

> %[dr
on; 1 .
om Richardson, Region Il <aze VP Brown G ;
ate VD Lakeview; 1 e
87

as,
g ngion
V State V
P Portland; George Hubbard, Region VIS
Gladwin: Dennis C Greenman; egion VIII Stae VP East Jordan

Treasurer Scottvi
5; Leiningeh




STATE OFFICERS - 1969-1970

R . Metz, Region II State VP, Ida; David Batkie, Region
o Sordon [ La“fllsorgiigiorlllclz Si::el\\;lgtftisi?lsolg:nfs{\tfl}ll:réglarles R. Hgdges, Region V Ste'lte V\})ilfgledonia; Fric
III State VP, Sandl'lSk}’; J(I) Sn V;y&:lari' Larry Ebnit, Region VII State VD, Ithaca; Harvey Bell, Reglo-nP l th;ﬁe;/pUp
Armentrout, Region \(/jI . talt)eresic,lent O,vid-Elsie; John Goebel, Region VIII State VP LP, East ]ordan,- azl Wfil-) ectetary,
F“’;t Iﬁowiliotﬁr;ith::f; Treasure’r Marlette; Gary Towne, Reporter, Lakeview; Randy Bedell, Sentinel, Williamston
owlerville; , ;

STATE OFFICERS - 1970-1971

John D. Young
President
Harbor Beach

’ . reeh
(Not pictured: Henry Bebrenwald, Secretary, Lakeview; William Pridgeon, Treasurer, Reading; Bruce Smith, ke
Onstead; Fred Creager, Sentinel, Ravenna;

. Sate
; Paul Metzger, Region I State VP Bronson; Keith Eisenmann, Regi 0'1[ 1{ Steelp
75 Blmﬁeld; Steve Hoeksema, Region I1] State VP Imlay City; John Powell, Region IV State VP Williamston; A {;’ e VP
ngloon V State VR Caledoniy, Thomas McDonall, Region VI State VB M. Pleasans: Randy Miller, Region VII 5"
&

c
. ) )
emaw Heights; Ken Hatch, Region VIIT VP Lp Alpena; Doug Hoolsema, Region VIII State VP UP Rut(}‘”’{
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STATE
OFFICERs _
1974

i
'''''

unding: Duane Stuever, Regi ‘

, Region III State

VP,
sion VIII State VP L\;Pﬁiia]rtaii[)an Gallag,}i jplic; Gar}’ McMullen, R
) > or : 2 b} (& iO > e 1
il Senind, Evr Wetoich Region V1 St o VIS VP Myl Cri S
President, Co i Richard Gri gion VI State VI, M ault Ste. Marie; Ady‘-,1 &; Craig Schwei
, Coopersville; Elmer G rlllll , Secretary, Fowl, ltl Pleasant Ran’dy SH;H Greenman ter, Region V7 State
owell, Treasur M erville; Mik , ober, Regi ,
er, Monta s Mike Accoe, Regi gion II State VP,
gue; Dale Posth , Region I State VP, ) North Ada
umus, Reporter  Dowagiag; Joe Fab ”
, Caledonia ; Joe Fabian,

ST
ATE OFFICERS - 1972-1973

ke
Seated: Gary

T
e VD, Hopkinss Larry Sheridan,
_ Rosel, Region v State VI
[11 State VP, Lapeens

rat

¢ VD, Chippewd Region 1S
Region VI1I State VP, Ogemad eights;
. Burton E- Keefer, Regio?

Rep;
g‘on Iv
Stat
e VP, Fowlerville; Bernard Mier
e VP UD Rudyard;
vP LD Benzic Central
. Karl Kincade: President Port HopS John
suren Breckemi ge

Coo
Persville; M;
o &; Mike St. Louis, Region V111 Sta
°i8ter, }e{nn. Preston, R Ronald L. Gillison, jon
€gion || St;tee\l/)grter’ Quincys Frank H- Holcomb, Scntinel, n;
) Waldron; Lynn Whiting Secretarys yid-Elsié Gregory V. Varneh Trea
89

anding;
. d .
Oplinger, Regi VIV
glon Stat
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Top Row: Raymond Daniels, Region VII State VD, Standish-Sterling; Mike Kovacic, Region IV State VP, Durand;

- 1972-1974

Walter Smith, Jr., Region VIII State VP, Fairview; Ed Kretchman, Region I State VP, Lakeshore
Middle Row: Paul Gross, Region VI State VP, Beal City; Keith Hesche, Region V State VP, lonia;
John Vincent, Region II State VP; Randy Rutkowski, Region III State VP, Ubly
Bottom Row: Brian R. Hasty, Treasurer, Union City; Kevin Fullerton, Reporter, Charlotte; Allen. K. Nofziner, President,
Waldron; Kim Newell, Secretary, Caledonia; Randy Turner, Sentinel, Sault Ste. Marie

STATE OFFICERS - 1974-1975

Reporter, Olivet; Ron
Stuever, Secretary, Cap

LtoR: Jim Schrader,

Sentinel, Centreville; Kim Heisler,
Carlisle, President, Cassopolis; Anita
ac; Kendall Nash, Treasurer, Pittsford

L to R: Maurica Squires, Region V State VD, Eaton R[;:)Prlif'
Don Batchelor, Region I State VI, Buchanan; Bruciﬁ R
Region II State VD, Blissfield; Greg Buning, Reglo'e VP
State VP, McBain; James Durance, Region VI Sf‘ﬂ'[ © A
Whittemore-Prescott; Charlie Green, Region v ]5[[‘1]\” ik
Ovid-Elsie; Ken Rutkowski, Region III S[a[C,VR\L/[‘:ri'c‘
Andrews, Region VIII State VI, Sault Ste. M




Julie Luchies, VP, Fr
Capag; Richard Holj;
Bill K.

LR Dennis Grabil, President, Grant; e Wions
4iemore-Prescott; Dale Stuever, Reporter, mont Ed Hagye, Secretary, Webberville.
fhi ster, Sentinel, By ille

asefang, Region I] nson; Denpjs Boughto

State VP, Blissfield

T

Lto R: Bob Rutkowski, Region iH taée Ubly- Ron éarr Re P —— '
2 > » Region IV State VP, Perry; Mike Joh ) _
Bruce Studer, Region VT State VB, Shelby; John Krick, Region VII State VP, erry; Mike Johnson, Region V State VB, Rockford:

Reese; Donald Horn, Region VIII State VP, Harbor Springs

STATE OFFICERS - 1976-1977

_Frontier; Clark Brock,
ion II State VD, Camden .
ReglonCraig Dow, Region IV State VB, Lakewood;

Kim Sumerix,

‘1le: Margo Lemmon,
Sta"ding: Brian Troyer, Region I State VD, Centreville; &

; Byron; i

s Ler. Region IV State VD T oS

"eon I State VP Brown Ciys Willom i;ml{;;-r’kii Wonsey, Region VII State VR St.Lou
ne >

John Byl, Region VI State VI, Region VI1I State VD Alpena s Licht, President, Laker; Bruce Foster, VI,
h Wagner, Secretarys Colon; JarTl L Cin, St Louis
Seated. Vern Brown, Sentinel, Jonesville; B};ﬂtc 1 o Hemlocks Robert Engler, Bea
’ reasurer,

Niles; Dale Briggs:
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“ Ty Tl T i ding; Marie Malburg, Region II]
E— lis; Bill Earl, Region II Statc.e VP, Rea e o
Top Row: Dan Wyant, Region I Stzﬁe \;f;(lj\alsssotztoe VP, Byron; Bill Cline, Reg‘lon \I/3 rSat;t:r’\/I'{P;gion I S VP
State VP; Almont; Bob Butcher’_ ;:g clhard, Region VII State VB, USA; Dlalile o B
Region VI State VI, Lakevi.ew; Denrflscel négedar Springs; Gordon A. Zook, VP, L; :\r/c;\] efhs, Sy
e e Sqmrcéé:;trll?ng’- Ralph A. Hansen, Reporter, Hopkins; Pe
Kathy Vrable, Secretary, ;

STATE OFFICERS - 1987199

Y]

r"‘l[&: « R 3
N <

| é
3

Top Row: Marc L
Region 111 State VP,

Roberts, Region T State VD, Quincy;
Coopersville; Pegpy

Region V 54 |
; burg, Reg

Laker; Raymond Griffes, Region 1V State VP, Webberville; Darlene K. Hanenburg
A. Studer, Region VI State VP,

. . S[e\vL’n

kenridges
She]by; Jill M, Spiekerman, Region VII State VP, Brecke
Gonyea, Region VIII State VP, Alpena
ilip J. Hall, Sentinel, Hopkj §

)

M—— e
| sville; Louis Pec ik
David A. Godfrey, Region II State VB, Jone

oo Craif

citys
Treasurer, Lakeview; Dale Schian, VI-’, g:cl);zl:miﬂ
Chesnaing; Donald L. Steeby, Reporter, L

A



iey

:

Top Row: Paul Varner, Region VII State VP, Breckenridge; Mark Sequin, Region VIII State VP, Alpena
\iddle Row: Beverly Bosch, Region I State VP, Hamilton; Doug Darling, Region II State VP, Milan; Craig Kubacki, Region
Il State VB, Ubly; Karen Green, Region IV State VP, Ovid-Elsie; Johanna Ray, Region VI State VP, Chippewa Hills
Bottom Row: Timothy Dailey, Sentinel, Sand Creek; James Baker, Reporter, St. Louis; Victor Verchereau, President, Chelsea;
Jeff Brazo, VP, Niles; Connie Gebhring, Secretary, Harbor Beach; Rick Burkett, Treasurer, Cassopolis (Not pictured: Paul
Bennett, Region V State VI, Bellevue)

STATE OFFICERS - 1930-1931

Lt A ;
Regzok. Seve Kanaski, Region III State VD, North Huron; -
Re nvIII Sta[e VI), Petoskey; Brian Mar[indale, COFUnna7Chippr

b ngléfll VI State VP, Lakeview; Kimber Decker, President,
® Region IT State VB, North Adams; Ran

Cheryl Frost, Region I State VI Niles;



Officers: Paul R. Wegmeyer, President, Alpena; Perry Storms, VP, Centreville; Barbara Jo Ebenhoeh, Secretary, New
Lothrop; Theresa Batora, Treasurer, Ovid-Elsie; Jeff Stevenson, Reporter, Coopersville; Dwight Brown, Sentinel, Jonesville:
Tom Marshall, Region I State VD, Quincy; Alan V. Dickerson, Region II State VP, Britton; Yvonne Pionk, Region IIT Stare
VP, Ubly; Jim Webster, Region IV State VP, Webberville; Lynn Wilcox, Region V State VP, Lowell; Bill Weldon, Region V1

State VI, Clare; Joseph Kelpinski, Region VII State VB, Whittemore-Prescott

STATE OFFICERS - 1982-19383

e

Gl 4
ke

&

D

LR Ae

L1

7 o VBS[.
¢ VP, Cassopolis; Darryl Fowlen

Top Row: Gerald D. Gonder, President, Benzie Central; Bill Brown, Region I Stat VB Olfves

Louis; Terry Finegan, Region II State VB Jonesville; Craig A. Binkowski, Region V State

Mike Schmidt, Reporter, Blissfield o; Janice A Meye™®

Bottom Row: Mary Jo Whiting, Region IV State VP, Ovid-Elsie; Mike Turner, Treasurer, Owo.ss ,VII saae VP

Secretary, Caledonia; Ann M. Osentoski, Region I1I State VB, Ubly; Yvonne Dobson,.Rf!glO‘n | Cedar spe

Whittemore-Prescott; Karen Kokko, Region VIII State VP, Sault Ste. Marie; Jim Grecheski, Sentinel,
Craig Carmichael, Region VI State VB, Evart

ingSy’
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Lto R: Robert Sollman, President, Imlay Gj 7 Ke

nt Ki ;
Caledonia; Michael Hard, Reporter, Quincy; merer, VP, Britton; Dale Darling,

David Pape, Sentinel, Mayville;

: Secretary, Milan; Shaun Gary,
Dennis Bosch, Region I State VP, H

Treasurer,
amilton

i f*

L to R: Diane Crow, Region II State VP, Camden-Frontier; Lance E. Walker, Region III State VP, North Branch; David Ivan, Region IV
State VI, New Lothrop; Jeffrey L. Gasper, Region V State VP, Belding; Clarence Rudat, Region VI State VP, Montague; Eric DeVuyst,
Region VII State VD, Ithaca; Andy Green, Region VIII State VI, Stephenson

''''''

V A
enry, Treasurer, Shelby; Valerie Welch, f :
¢ Marshall, President, Quincy; Ross Demerly, Reporter, Perry; It

¥ , Region I State VD, Colon .
T e w, Region V State VP, Cedar Springs;

II State VB, Brown City; Clint Barrett,

Region V11I State VD, Benzie Central; Burt H
e,

VD Standish—Sterling;dBar.
’ inel, Caledonia;
S VP, Chesaning; Andy Hageno

nd Shephard, Region 1
VP, Camden Frontier i

Standing: Robert Fortin
Secretary, Alma; Tim Stein,
Shelly Pickard, Se

Seated: Dan Quackenbush, Region VII State

. . . Owosso; Raymo
Mickey Sigafoose, Region IV State VP, Region 11 State
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STATE OFFICERS - 1985-1986

LtoR: Bradley ] .‘Parish, Presidnt, Quincy; Marshall R. Jenkins, VP, Breckenridge; Dale J ohns9n, SEEKERLy, L akeview: Dq
Treasurer, Leslie; Jenny Dine, Reporter, Lowell; Shawn Newport, Sentinel, Centreville; Kim Byers, Region 1 Vp Bro

Nsop

L to R: Patrick Driscoll, Region II State VP, Milan; Jeff Ladd, Region III State VP, Deckerville; Steve Cheney, Region IV State VP, Magop
Leslie M. Hoxsie, Region V State VP, Cedar Springs; Randy Wilford, Region VII State VB, Gladwin; William M. Swinson, Region V1]
State VB, Alcona

STATE OFFICERS - 1986-1987

AWAEN DY JVEAwIW .

F "’ oL} 1., r -
e el A g T , R

Standing: Kevin Byrne, Sentinel, Fowlerville

Vs
T . ; Jody Pollok, Reporrter, Webberville; Kevin Dutcher, Region IV State vE EY
ony Bognar, Region II State VP, Jonesvil

: le; Mike Wenkel, Region VII State VP, Standish-Sterling; Beth Ann Suueved

ion III State VP, Capac; Ron H |

Seated: R egion » “apac; Ron Hostetler, VP, Colon ;

a:;teCorIr?:llljl?{JobnSz;, Treasurer, Benzie Central; Waneta Burr, President, Alpena; Mary E. Malburg, Secretary’ Alm(i?;”
» Region StateSVP, Cedar Springs; Julie Behrenwald, Region VI State VB, Lakeview; Earl Souva, Regio”

tate VP, Alcona; Bridgite M. Flynn, Region I State VP, Marshall

]

Ug COVQI[‘




Standing: Dave Byrum, VD, Leslie; Kathy Fettig, Treasurer, Grant; Chad L. Alverson, Secretary, Caledonia; Charles E. Scovill, President,
Fennville; Dwight Hardies, Region VIII State VP, Hillman; Randy Nye, Region II State VP, Camden-Frontier; John P. Holmes, Reporter,
Lenawee Vo-Tech; Shelly M. Siemen, Region I1I State VP, Harbor Beach; Matt Kimerer, Sentinel, Byron
Seated: Sara Carter, Region VI State VD, Shelby; Beth Fulton, Region IV State VP, Perry; Lisa Locke, Region V State VP, Charlotte;
Chantal Cochrane, Region I State VP, Quincy; JoAnna A. Gillis, Region VII State VP, Breckenridge

STATE OFFICERS - 1988-1989

VP, Laker; Tom Nugent, VP, Lowell; Mike Flickinger,
: g President, Almont;

a Schuette, Region III State

" VP, Quincys £ \ngel idge; Susann Malbur
ing: ion I State VI, Quints ; VP, Breckenridge;
Sta.ndlng. ]eff Hawes, Regio a s Region VII State i s

Treasurer, Milan; Russell L Ronald Behrenwald, S VP, Lakeview; Doug Pennington, Region V' State b ill
1d; John Schwand, Region V1 poe ville: Becky Curchall, Region II State VB, Jonesvite
Seated: Michele Payn, Secretarys Litcfif; C; wosso; Bernie Stewart, Reporteh Centrevt i
. :on IV State VL ’ 97
Lakewood; Diana Cross, Region I

4——4



STATE OFFICERS - 1989-1990)

Standing: Stacy B. Darling, Region V State VP, Lakeview; Rodney M. Laurenz, Region VII State VD, Breckenridge;
Dennis L. Anibal, Region IV State VB, Byron; Jim H. Kronemeyer, Region VIII State VI, Pickford; Patrick T. Henne,
Region III State VP, North Branch; Scott D. Poet, Region II State VP, Saline; Eric A. Trott, Reporter, BACC;
Darold Howard, Region VI State VB, Chippewa Hills; Scott A. Krohn, Treasurer, Laker
Seated: Jamie Cook, VP, Lowell; Julene T. Lohr, President, Camden-Frontier; Melissa M. Potter, Secretary, Caledonia;
Heather Hawyer, Region I State VP, Centreville

STATE OFFICERS - 1990-1991

L to R: Dennis R. Pennington, Region V State VI, Lakewood; Stacy E. Beute, Sentinel, Lowell; Carol A. §chmucke?
Region II State VB, Camden-Frontier; Heather Gordon, Secretary, VP; Karen A. Geiger, Reporter, Deckerville; chm uis:
Laurell, Region I State VP, Quincy; Andrew Brown, Treasurer, Laingsburg; Jennifer Fenton, Region VII State VP St Lo
Philip M. Bowman, President, Caledonia; John P. Holloway, Region VIII State VP, Petoskey; Raymond Wagestet '
Chippewa Hills; Stephen C. Dailey, Region I1I State VB Port Hope; John L. Adams, Region IV State VD, Byro!




L to R: Sara Persons, Reporrter, Chippewa Hills; Am

y Stroven, Region VI State VP, Fremont;
State VP, Blissfield; Melissa Memmer, Region V State VP Caledonia; Troy Crowe,

Cassopolis; Chad Bellville, Region VII State VP, Whittemore
Schapman, Treasurer, Lapeer; Heather Combs,

Eric Salsbury, Region II
VB, Corunna; Mike Smego, President,
-Prescott; Jason Abbott, Sentinel, Camden-Frontier; Ken
Region I State VB, Homer; Casey Kuchar, Region IV State VP Corunna; Kelly
Jo Siemen, Region III State VB, Harbor Beach

" STATE OFFICERS - 1992-1993

. N

. Randy Perrosht: N

- : relesnik, VD Mason; ¢ VB, New Lothrop; \

Sta-ndin . i . II State VB Waldron; MICh;lrfhmeier’ Region 'IVIS[I;I;"O" . man, i
i g Ceininger Region [LSe VR )i Bree Pece Barnum, SeRCRE U bt Holli Bown
@ate VP, Hopkins; John Schut, Pres VP, North Branch; . /I State VP ChlpPC 2pac; Melinda Schwab,

Sm“vd: T Michael Henne, chion i S[afZaraL Anderson, Regiof Stueveh Reporl.:cr’ :
Tf@asur::a Mills, Region VIII State VP, Pickford; VP, Lowell; Sue Ann Chippewa Hills

) edonia; Renee Nugen[, Region V State

VDP; T: W cretary,
i I State VP; Tamarad agesten Se
Region VI ;
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Standing: Alan Peters, Region II State VP, Milan; Dave Hildenbrand, President, Lowell; Daniel Schulz, Secretary, USA. M
March, Treasurer, Beal City; Jason Martin, Sentinel, Ithaca; Randy Greiser, VP, Lowell; Michael Storey, Region VI Stat)e V;t[

Seated: Brandie Smego, Region I State VP, Cassopolis; Jeanette Humphrey, Region IV State VP, Laingsburg; Amanda Barry,

Chippewa Hills; Nick Hilla, Region VIII State VD, Alpena

Region III State VP, Laker; Kara Bouchard, Region V State VP, Coopersville; Charla Smith, Reporter, Alma

STATE OFFICERS - 1994-1995

S .

‘.

Top Row: Mart . - s v ;
Second Row: S Luke Haywood, President, Hastings; Jason Thomas, Secretary, Hopkins
» Treasurer, Webberville ' ; Niccole Lowe, Region IV State VP, Webbervilles Lot
s » Ovid-Elsie; Dawn Green, Region I State VDh BACC sgjo!
VP Hasrin -)g?dl Bartholomew, Region VII State VP, Alma; Kara Endsley Reg

8% Lisa Memmber, Sentine;, Caledonia

egion II State VP L
> ~enawee Vo-Tech; Beth McNeilly, Region VI State VP, Chipp™ |

ills



Standing: Brad Hinton, Treasurer, Fremont; Brian Devine, Region VI State VB, O

gemaw Heights; Andy Royston, Region I
State VI, Charlotte; Brian Wernstrom, Region V State VP, Montague °

Seated: Shannon S. Fisher, President, St. Louis; Jenny Lindemann, Sentinel, BACC; Julie Gleason, Reporter, Gladwin;
Carolyn Alwin, Region IV State VD, Laingsburg; Carrie Griffith, Secretary, Sand Creek
(Not pictured: Brad Cesal, VR New Lothrop)

‘VP Lowell; Jack Schut,
LV /P, Saranac

. . i Region I1I State A
®Nting| Hoe Camp, Treasurer, Homer; Kyle Fiellg C{g/I’, Alpena; Melanie , Swammt

. ' . ingsburgs
Seﬂted: Hopkins; Stephanie Sumerix, Region VI State V% n I State VB Yic nlV Seate VP Laingsour

Istin Prelesnik, Secretal‘}” Mason; AllClYCC JOneSl’(_ 10

Carrie Grant, Region II State VD Sand Creek;

Kelly Ackerman,

Star 1.
‘&nd,ng: Gab
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Standing: Brad Hinton, Treasurer, Fremont; Brian Devine, Region VI State VP, Ogemaw Heights; Andy Royston, Region I
State VP, Charlotte; Brian Wernstrom, Region V State VP, Montague
Seated: Shannon S. Fisher, President, St. Louis; Jenny Lindemann, Sentinel, BACC; Julie Gleason, Reporter, Gladwin;
Carolyn Alwin, Region IV State VP, Laingsburg; Carrie Griffith, Secretary, Sand Creek
(Not pictured: Brad Cesal, VP New Lothrop)

STATE OFFICERS - 1996—1997

VD, USA: Kevin Ngent, VP, Lowell; Jack Schu,
a3 Mel;nie M. Endres, Region V State V?(,iSaimz;c N
, VP, Vicksburg; Teresa Swamba, President, Capac;
Tincs, V State VP, Laingsburg;

e vl Ficbi i Htate
Standl'ng: Gabe Camp, Treasurer, Homer; Kyle Fiebig, Region I

: > Alpen
€ntine], Hopkins; Stephanie Sumerix, Region VI State Xf ionp IS
€ted: Kristin Prelesnik, Secretary, Mason; Anelyce Jones, B¢g

Wizner, Region I
. d Creek; Kelly A.
Carrie Grant, Region 1I Statlze\/uyp, ,ii]r:erman, Reportet North Adams



STATE OFFICT ~1998

Back Row, L to R: Kevin Robinson, Region II
State VP, Jonesville; Darron Birchmeier, VP, New
Lothrop; Nick Ladd, Sentinel, Waldron; Leslie
Siefka, Treasurer, St. Louis; Shari Grieser, Secretary,
Lowell; Melissa Scully, Region V State VP, Beal City
Front Row, L to R: Charles Snyder, State Advisor;
Brian Kiesling, Region IV State VP, Perry; Marty
Smego, Region I State VB, Cassopolis; Brian Preston,
President, BACC; Mary Beth Kline, Region VI
State VD, Alpena; Amanda Moore, Region I1I
State VB, Alma; Kandi Kuchar, Reporter, Corunna

Back Row:rf)ennis Pet'erson, VP,' Cassopolis; Katie Shaull, Region III State VP, Ithaca; Jenny Daniels, Sentinel, Whicer®
Beons Rowr:elsg:t[l:;nNgr \l)((/e;dh'ng‘ Regiox_x IV State VP, New Lothrop; Walt Iciek, Region VI State VP, Gladwin
Jarmie G . ark, President, Sanilac C_:arcer Center; Lori Preston, Region I State VP, Branch Area G
per, Region V State VP, Saranac; Jennifer Leininger, Secretary, Waldron; Jackie Swiharr, Reporter, Vicksb
- Posthumus, Treasurer, Lowell

Centeh

. Lisd
urg L

§



Back Row: Ryan Swee
ney, Presid
Region IV State VI, ent, Wason; B
’ i ; Brand
Front Row: Elizabeth Sme (e) T’ Ovid-Elsie; Mark D;) gy Lupp, Region III State VP,
G alg , Treasurer, Cassopolis; Il'lels,VP, Standish-S € , Unionville-Sebewai
 Waldron; Katie McCune Sls, Katie Dingerson, Regi terling; Liz Confer, Re ewaing; Emily Green
VD, W , Seciemey: Sk Lovfsy S al%1101\1;1[ V State VP, Ionia; Af:;e;’ lizlrry ,
; artz, Region | Sta) VP 2 Rlinger, Regi
VB Mkl

STATE OFFICERS - 2000-2001

1, S[andish—\\'m‘ling; Glenn
North Hurom Kara Buteers,
Lmngsburg;

|, Secretary,
binson, Region

-Jerome; Matt Stawowys Sentine

Meghan Schwedler, Reporte®
Srate VB Alcona; Noelle Duncke
Pam Swihart VP Vicksburg R
Rebel Smith, Region V State VE

L to
R: A[[
al
ee Hardy, Treasurer, North Adams

terner I
Regic {egion v
gion | § State VP,
e ) Pewamo-W ia;
Ndrey, GUSt,VI::; Homer; Kurt Purtee, el;te};}lljll]li’/l
gion II State VI, Lenawee Vo-Tech;

I s¢
ate VP, USA:
SA; Dan Kiesling, President, Perrys
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STATE OFFICEL: - 2001-2002

Wb

- T T o e |
e

Back Row: Kyle Wyrick, Region IV State VP, Byron; Jon LaPorte, Reporter, Cassopolis; Mark Shetler, Region III State VP
Laker; Nikki Beattie, Secretary, St. Louis; Dene’ Elliot, Region V State VP, Saranac; Loretta Towne, VP, Fremont;
Todd Wolfe, Region I State VP, Bronson; Jennifer Schmidt, Region VI State VI Standish-Sterling
Front Row: Kate Brackney, Region II State VP, Sand Creek; Kendra Butters, President, Homer; Jeremy Glaspie, Treasurer,
Springport; Mallory Koglin, Sentinel, Port Hope

STATE OFFICERS - 2002-2003

Repor®”

kel

Standing: ;
G‘;ly'“Bgi-uIlS)rankdo,; Stf_or‘g, Region II State VP, Waldron; Matt Lindsey, Region I State VP, BACG; Scott Smalley:
' arke, Sentinel, Montague; Royce Humm, President, Breckenridge; Chris Creguer, Region III Seate VB ‘
Seated: Alysa | . Luke Gentz, VP, Centreville l
Sz:;h:i};ie;/r{f}tary, Glad_wm; Laura Hamlin, Region IV State VB, Webberville; Sam Scarboroug
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