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DEDICATION 

This volume of history is dedicated to a group of men and women who, throughout 
our long and distinguished existence, have kept the wheels of the Michigan 
FFA Association turning. Some of their names might be lost to history, but the 
indelible mark that they have left cannot be ignored. This book is dedicated to 
the FFA advisors of the past, present and those who have yet to serve. 

''I am a teacher of vocational agriculture by choice and not by chance .. . I believe in rural America; 
I dedicate my life to its development and the advancement of its people . . . I will strive to set before 
my students by my deeds and actions the highest standards of citizenship for the community, state 

and nation . .. I will work for the advancement of vocational 4griculture and I will defend it in my 
community, state and nation ... My love for farm youth will spur me on to impart something from 

my life that will help make for each of my students a full and happy future." 
- Vocational Agriculture Teacher's Creed, 1953 
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foRE,A/ORD 

My involvement with the Michigan FF" sp th SO Th l h • .n ans more an years. at engt y 
tenure started 1n Caledonia where I was a local FF'" b d · d · C .n mem er an continue 1n aro 
as a tea~her of agriculture education and FFA Advisor. My state level participation 
started in 1 ?66 as a staff member in the Michigan Department of Education and 
than becoming_ Stat~ FF~ Advisor in 1972 - a position I held until retiring in 1997. 
Throughout this entire tune, the FFA organization has had a significant impact on my 
life both personally and professionally. My agriculture education teacher and FFA 
advisor, Gerald Adler, played a significant role in my life by influencing me to go to 
college and become a teacher. I'm positive that there are countless past FFA members 
that could make the same statement. So it is easy to see why this organization has 
such a rich history of success. 

Fifty years of involvemertt has given me the opportunity to see this organization evolve 
and change. An organization for farm boys has expanded to include girls and agribusiness, 
horticulture and many other agricultural careers. Proficiency award areas increased from 
six to over forty. One of the states top awards area has expanded from star farmer to 
stars in placement, agribusiness and Agriscience. In addition Ag Skills contest areas have 
more than doubled and a similar expansion has occurred in the leadership contest areas. 
It's hard to imagine what the future will look like in these areas. 

As I reflect back on my experiences with this organization I can think of so many 
individuals who have gone on to successful careers and who have given credit for 
much of this success to the FFA organization . . With the financial support that has 
been established through the FFA Foundation, both at the state and national levels, 
this organization has a bright future. This book is a wonderful history of the past. It 
exhibits the solid foundation that has been laid for the future growth of the organization 
and for opportunities for students in Agriscience Education and the FFA. 

State Advisor 
1972-1997 
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1. BEFORE THE REST 
1800-1928 

' Wac we know and hold today as the FFA might never have existed had it not been for a precocious Catholic priest 
known as the "second founder" of Detroit. 

Father Gabriel Richard was born into a privileged and cultured family in eighteenth century France. The son of 
, a clerk, he taught mathematics before being ordained into the priesthood and setting sail for the United States in 

1792, escaping the chaos of the French Revolution. Here, in his new home, the priest described as tall, lanky and 
bony, would make differences in so many avenues of life. 

Father Richard, himself a learned man, insisted on bringing culture to Detroit (then little more than a t~ading and 
fur trapping town of about 1,200 people) and the surrounding area. One of his earliest missions was to bring schools 
to the town and the "three Rs" to his congregation. Outside of reading, writing and arithmetic, it was Father Richard 
who saw the potential for more. He was one of the first to go on record as saying that agricultural instruction should 

be commonplace in schools across the country. 

The good Father would go on to accomplish much more. He published Detroit's first newspaper by bringing 
rhe fi rst printing press west of the Alleghenies, co-founded the prototype of the University of Michigan and the 
Michigan Historical Society, opened the first library in Detroit and became the first priest to serve in the halls of 
the U.S. Congress. Dying in 1832, he is honored with a grandiose statue that reigns ove~ Belle Isle in Detroit, just 
a short distance from where the members of the Golightly FFA Chapter study the topics that he thought to be 

essential in a well-rounded education. 

Regular st d f h' . h Id not have the opportunity to be schooled in agriculture education for u ems o 1s nme, owever, wou 
Years to com e. 

Bur wh I M' h' griculture? The earliest inhabitants of the Great Lakes state, 
at wou d the students learn about IC igan a · 
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Statue of Father Richard on Belle Isle, in Detroit 

the American Indians, produced modest amounts of corn, 
squash, pumpkins and peas and by the time the Europeans 
arrived (namely the French), they had made little impact 
on the land. The French would, for the most part, ignore 
the potential held by the land and turn their attention to 
the fur pelts and forests of Michigan. Even after the era 
ended, the inhabitants of the state failed to understand 
what they could have. The 1816 Tiffany Survey, the first 
major review of the lower peninsula that set boundaries 
for many of the early counties, described Michigan as "a 
land of unhealthful swamps and a sandy waste that was 
wholly unsuitable for agriculture." 

Eventually, however, the possibilities were understood. 
2 

Immigrants were coming to the n Arn ew , 
· M" h" . erir, nation. 1c 1gan m particular w b "In as ecolll· 

an agriculcural haven for these h d 1ng 
. . ar Workj 

new cmzens. The bottom third of th ng 
estate 'W 

the first to be settled, wheat and wool b . as 
ecolll,n 

the chief products of the area. The U g 
P · l · h · ft PPer enmsu a, wit Its o en harsh northe 1. rn c unate 
was home to hay and potato crops F . . arrn,n 
was the leading industry of the land. g 

By the middle of the nineteenth c encu~ 
~a~y t~ought that Michigan needed a publi~ 
mst1tut1on dedicated to the ideal of agricultur~ 
education. The Michigan Farmer magazine and 
the Michigan State Agriculcural Society (MSAS) 
led the fight. When the state constitution was 
rewritten m 1850, a section was added char 
called for the establishment of such an institute 
of agriculture or a department of agriculture in 
an already existing school. It was the word "or" 
that caused some debate. 

John C. Holmes, a noted horticulturalist of his 
time and the secretary of the MSAS, wanted a 
new, separate institute where young men from 
all over the state and the Midwest could come 
and study the finite details of America's largest 
and most important industry. He wanted an 
agricultural college. Opposing him was the 
President of the University of Michigan, one 
Henry P. Tappan. Tappan wanted to create an 

agriculture department within his thirty-eight year old 
college, claiming that it would save the state money. 
It was a harsh fight, but in the end, on February 12, 
1855, Governor Kingsley S. Bingham signed into law 
the creation of the Agricultural College of Michigan 
(the name would be shortened to the State Agriculcural 
College in 1861 and then finally Michigan Agricultural 
College or MAC in 1909). 

. . th college The M1ch1gan government gave e new 
• · d fi r budger 677 acres m the Lansmg-area an a rst yea 

of $40,000. Seven years later in 1862, the feder~ 
government enacted the Morrill Land Act that allowe 
for federal funds to be used for land grant schools, 
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1he three men who had a hand in the establishment of what would 
become Michigan State University. Top: John C. Holmes and 
Henry P. Tappan; bottom: Governor Kinglsey S. Bingham. 

MAC being the first in the entire nation. Land grant 
institutions were unique in that students would be 
drawn to them for an education in the practical 
agricultural sciences but many would find new and 
interesting learning opportunities and change career 

Delos Fall 

p:.l'.ts c.nrl,-dy. Mi..:hi gan lml ir~ cullege uf Jgriculcure; 
high schools across the state would surely follow. 

In 1901, a Public Ace of Michigan first provided for a 
study "in the elements of agriculture," but things didn't 
really take off until three years later when Delos Fall, 
then Michigan's Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
asked the question, "Why not develop agricultural skill, 
ingenuity and intelligence in public schools?" By 1906, 
there would be 300 schools teaching agriculture and 
by 1909, that number would more than triple. North 
Adams would become the first school to offer a full course 
in agriculture that was prepared by Michigan Agricultural 
College. This all happened nearly a decade before the 
Smith-Hughes Act of 1917. 

On June 15, 1915, a man by the name of Branson Alva 
Walpole (he was most commonly referred to as B.A.) was 
hired by Ypsilanti Central High School to teach biology 
and agriculture. He would be paid $1,000 a year to educate 
young minds, but he would do much more than that. 

Walpole hailed from Morgan County, Ohio where he 
spent much of his childhood in bed, suffering from 
typhoid fever. He developed a love of agriculture and 
horticulture, hoping that he would one day have his 
own farm (his father worked at a brick factory). After 
attending Ohio University, he was called to Ypsilanti to 
begin his work as a teacher. 

Almost immediately, Walpole noticed an inequality in his 
school. Ypsi Central had two fraternities, the Estrabrooks 
and Gamma Betas. These groups were so exclusive that 
it was impossible for any farm boy to gee in - only the 
sons of wealthy men could be found on the membership 
rosters. The fra ternities disliked the local farm boys so 
much rhat they went so far as to prevent them from using 
a public pool in the community. 

Walpole knew that something had to be done. He 
decided to take steps ro form his own group within the 
school which would foster camaraderie between his young 
agricultural smdenrs and help them reach their potential. 
Immediately, the Estrabrooks and Gamma Betas opposed 
the group and worked to disband it. Walpole, however, 
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Le ft: B.A. Walpole, the Father of the Michirr11 11 F t ./ ' o u Ure 
Farmers who paved the way fo r the Ntztionai FFA. 

Bottom left: An early Farm Boys Camp, organized in 
1921 by Walpole. 

Bottom '.ight: The . 1920 Stock Judging Team of 
Ypsilanti Central High School. Walpole is in the 
back row, right. Students are, from left to right, Ivan 
Galpin, Lloyd Lyke and George Campbell. 
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was prepared and spoke with a state atto rnev wbo 
advised him how to organize legally. According ~o state 
law, no one could be refused. It is for this reason that 
girls were allowed to join the first known high school 
organization for agricultural students in the nation. 

that in 19 17 , tl-,e same year er th t r .i c1011al S.n · c~1-Hughcs 

Act, the Michigan High School Agricultural Associat ion 
(MHSM) was formed - nine years before the creation 
of the Future Farmers of Virginia. T he M HSM's motto 
was "I learn to do by doing." At its peak, there were 59 
schools that had membership in the state organization. 

The group set out to find an identity, a name being the 
first order of business. Walpole wrote many years later 
of the process: "Every member put a name on a slip of 
paper ... I put all the names on the blackboard and then 
the members voted on the one they desired. Among 
the names we had: Young Farmers, Future Farmers, 
Agricolae Club .. . and to my surprise, all the votes were 
for Agricolae." The new name meant "farmer" in Latin 
and was a direct slam at the fraternities that had tried so 
hard to keep them down. The Agricolae Club chose for 
their motto , "Learn to Do by Doing" and purple and 
gold as their colors. They adopted a constitution and an 
emblem - with a cross section of corn. B.A. Walpole, 
the man from Morgan County, Ohio, is indeed the 

Father of the Michigan FFA. 

This all happened in 1915, thirteen years before the 
formation of the Future Farmers of America and eleven 
years before Henry Groseclose, a man considered the 
Father of the FFA, founded the Future Farmers of 
Virginia. In nearly every published history, Groseclose 
is treated as the founder and Walpole almost never even 
mentioned. B.A. wrote about this a year before his 
death in 1951. He said, "Immediately [after Groseclose 
was named the first Executive Secretary of the National 
FFA in 1928], he tried to claim the organization 
was founded in his school. But I soon proved to the 
National Vocational Office that Michigan had a state 
organization long before he started to teach in Virginia 
and that Ypsilanti had been organized even before that. 
The only thing Virginia could claim was the "Future 
Farmer" name.. . [and] even one of our members 
had suggested "Fu cure Farmer." Hopefully one day, 
Walpole will receive the credit and respect that he has 

so obviously earned. 

The MHSM began the tradition of the yearly judging 
contests to be held at Michigan Agricultural College; 
the first such event being held in 1920. They called it 
Junior Farmer's Week and it is continued today as the Ag 
Spring Skills Contests. The winners of these state judging 
contests would then move onto a regional competition 
between several states (Michigan most often would 
compete in Iowa). After competing and winning at the 
regional level, students would move onto the big time -

Kansas City, Missouri. 

In Kansas City, the Michigan delegation would have 
experienced a dizzying array of sights, sounds and smells 
that they had never found back home. They met other 
farm boys from Nebraska, Kentucky, New York and 
everywhere in between. They would have tasted the 
legendary Kansas City barbeque and smelled the aroma 
coming from the street vendors. For these farm boys, it 
was a whole new world. 

When the American farm boys met in November 1926, 
there were 1,544 of them from 22 states. It was in this 
year that they took a step toward organizing a national 
group, forming the National Congress of Vocational 
Agricultural Students. This early coalition probably had 
very little actual power and was most likely a forum which 
allowed the sharing of ideas and friendships beyond state 
borders. 

: \ Outside of the Agricolae Club, it's quite possible that 
other dubs popped up around the st:i.te, but records were 

. not kept so we mJ.y never know. What we do know is 

What happened two years later is known by most all that 
have proudly worn the blue corduroy. Ac the Baltimore 
Hotel in the heart of Kansas City, 33 young men with 
a passion for agriculture assembled to form the Future 
Farmers of America - a group that, over the years, would 
include future governors, legislators, judges and a U.S. 
President, future businessmen and women, future teachers 
and service people, future generations of American success. 
There were no limits in sight. 

5 ,,1 "' 
f\ - 1111 



II 
I 
I 

1I 

11 

I 
·l 6 

·a.·· ,. 
-,. • 1 ~•; ...... • 

9n the 
~BJinnf YJ_J, 

. b d of the State Agricultural College in 
The governrng oar . i ent Jonathan L. 
1908 , at the recommendat10n of Pres d . 1 1 
Snyder established the position of Professor of Agncu tura 
Ed '. d h1'red Dr Walter F. French to start on July 1st, ucanon an · . ized 
1908. The story begins earlier but that d~te JS recogn 
as the beginning of the professional ~gnc~ltural teacher 
education program at Michigan State Urnve~s1ty. W_ha~ were 
the circumstances which probably were most rnfluent1al lil the 
decision-making process for President Snyder to mak~ that 
recommendation; and what did President Snyder establish as 
the nature of the position for this newly hired professor? And 
how should we celebrate the anniversary of the 100th year for 
agricultural teacher education at MSU? 

For several years before 1908 many of the agricultural faculty 
had been asked by teachers in the many rural schools for 
advice about plants and equipment for the school grounds, 
recommendations for using school gardens to provide the 
basis for reaching practical science, and other questions about 
such topics as insects, crop diseases, farm animals and sources 
of information in the agricultural and natural science fields . 
The annual reports from the agricultural faculty regularly 
included information about the kinds of volunteer services 
which were provided by faculty members, often times through 
trips to the schools, or by meeting with individual teachers 
who came to the campus. 

President Snyder was well acquainted with Walter French. 
In 1897, when French was the Commissioner of Education 
in Hillsdale County and chairman of the County Education 
Commissioners group at the annual meeting of the Michigan 
Educat ion Assoc ia tion , Snyder also attended that meeting. 
He heard French report that during the past two years there 
had been a great improvement in the appearance of the school 
ground s in Hill sdale Co unty. French indicated "Officers, 
re..1che1 , , and pupils have removed rubbish , set out trees , 
rbn ted an d trained flowers , this making the 'school home' 
a r rr .1c; L1 ve. 

Ar 1h:i t meeting in 1897 President Snyder expressed concern 
for h:1l'i 1Jg rhe four- yea r co ll eges and universities offer 
prog ra ms to pn:pa re teach ers. In a form al statement, Snyder 
:i·as an ad•,oca rc fu r 111:1.king a four-yea r co llege course , or 
Its equ11·aknr , th e sranJ :1rJ fo r entran ce into reaching · 

h . , as Jn or er profession~. 

Howevc.;r, rhe re we re many many rural school · . h d 
. . ' s w1r st u ents in grades 1-8 , which wa~ the basis fo r on goin g 

requests 

JIIII 

I I 

By: 0. Donald Meaders 
MSU Professor Emeritus 

d dministrators. In the annual repon f m teachers an a . ( l 
ro f Public Instruct10n now ca led the b the Department o 
y [Ed ation) for 1897 there were 7,151 school Department o uc h d cl cl 
. . · h 491 812 pupils in bot gra e an ungraded dJstncts w1t ' 

schools 

h Uch interest in having nature study in B 1900 t ere was m , 
y · I f he public schools and the many teachers the curncu a o t . . . 

· · · t oducing such Jnstrucnon for teachers rn rnstJtu tes were Jn r . . 
h · · · There was considerable rnterest by leaders tn t eu trarnrng. . . . . 
h · J I communities and orgamzat10ns m having t e agncu tura . . 

· 1 ht J·n the schools That interest resulted In agncu ture taug . • . . 
an Act by the Michigan Legislature rn 1901, Pu_blic Act No. 
144," to provide for the establishment and maintenance of 
rural high schools." One of the requirements was that the 
course of study in such schools should be approved by the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction and the president of 
the Michigan Agricultural College. 

The Legislature passed several acts in subsequent :'ears, 
attempting to fine tune the requirements for the agricu ltural 
schools. Among other details such as requiring at least 10 
acres of land for practice and demonstrations, instruction 
in soils, plants and animals, farm accounts , the Act 
specified that "no person shall be eligible to a position as 
superintendent of any schools established under this ac t, 
who is not a graduate of a state college of agriculture. " 
That action was taken about one year before the position of 
Professor of Agricultural Education was established by the 
Michigan Agriculture College (MAC). 

But President Snyder was more concerned with getting 
agriculture taught in the regular high schools, and gecting 
teacher training in agriculture at the college to proYide 
future teachers in primary schools with the appropriate 
~no:,vledge and skills, rather than through the many county 
tnmtutes, attached to high schools. 

Perhaps ~he workof~alter French in the Michigan Department 
of Public lnstruct1on was the major factor in President 
Snyder's decision to move ahead with the establishment of 
the agricultural teacher education program at MAC . French 
was ap~otnted in th e fall of 1900 as Deputy Superintendent 
of Public Instruction and began his duties in January 1901. 
By today's definitions , French would have been descr ibed as 
an act '.v'.st for promotion of public education, a supporter 
of ~oltcies for professionally qualified teachers, and sW~ 
services to support the work of the teachers. 
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Thernve , Lhci· n i iuen c<:: s J tw_o rk atth e tu rnof th ecen tu ry. 
Afcer che ,uccesse, of the Mo ~n ll Act and the establ ishm ent 
of aariculrural and mechan ical colleges in many states , 
cher: we re many demands for practical education for the 
children in primary and secondary schools. In 1907 the 
Federal government had adopted the Nelson Amendment 
co the Agricultural Appropriations Act which provided 
chat agricultural colleges could use some of the money "for 
providing courses for the special preparation of instructors 
for reaching the elements of agriculture and the mechanic 

:port 
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:hool 
raded 
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ln the summer of 1907 President Snyder attended the 
annual meeting of the National Education Association 
(NEA) in Los Angeles. He heard reports on programs for 
preparing teache rs of agriculture in many states at many 
agricultural colleges. In addition , he heard a report that in 
Mich igan the Teachers Institute at Ypsilanti [now Eastern 
Michigan University] had proposed starting a program to 

provide agricultural ins t ruction in the pre-service program 
for rural teachers . 

The 1907 report by the Super intendent of Public Instruction 
contained a list of publicat ions which the department had 
been prepared and distributed co "teachers and patrons." 
Three of the 12 publicat ions focused on county schools of 
agricultu re and agr icultural instruction , all of which French 
had res pons ib ilit ies fo r directing . 

When President Snyder made his recommendation to 

hi re a professor of agricultural education , he preceded 
the reco mme nd ation with remarks about the necessity of 
colleges of ag riculture co begin the wo rk of extending che 
teaching of agriculture in che public schools , in both the 
elementary and second ary schools. He mentioned chat 
wh en he atte nded th e N EA meet ings in che summe r of 1907 
one of rhe papers read men tioned rhe work in ch ircy-chree 
sta tes and thar Michiga n was no t one of chem "al though we 
claim to be one of rhe leaders in Agricultural Educat ion , 

Presi d en c Snyder 's des cnpcwn of t i, .:: qu 1Ii; ic,n i0ns for ch e 
pe rso n to be h ired was an ind ica rion o f rhe se r iousness of the 

recom m endation . 

" It is not a position for a young man nor a cheap m an . T he one 
who undertakes this work should know the state thoroughly 
and particularly the public school system and the school men 
of the state. He must be thoroughly in sympathy with this 
type of education and the pecul iar needs and conditions of 
country life. To organize all these forces will call for a high 
degree of administrative ability. He must be forceful, tactful 
and able to endure pain." 

The Board adopted the motion to hire Walter H. French to 
begin July 1st, 1908, in accordance with the recommendations 
of President Snyder. 

As we approach the l 00 year mark in the work at Michigan 
State University for preparing teachers of agriculture , one 
of the questions to be raised is: how should that anniversary 
be recognized and celebrated? What should the College of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources do to acknowledge both 
the past and the future for an educational program that serves 
the interests of the people of Michigan in food production, 
conservation , a quality environment and development of 
civic-minded citizens? And what should the organization 
for professional agricultural educato rs do to pay tribute to 
chose leaders in the past who were p ioneers in starting new 
programs and in adapting programs as the many changes 
came to both agriculture and society? Many changes have 
occurred ove r che years since 1908 . The rate of change seems 
to have accelerated. Perhaps none of those changes has been 
more signi fica nt than chose changes in technology which 
have facilitated communication and internationalization of 
production and marke ti ng . 

Now in th e 2 ! st Cen tury there are different issues , issues 
which invo lve qual ity of food , environment , natural resources 
and_ ochers , all of which are concerns which che College of 
Agncultu re and Natural Resources is addressing. There are 
conce rns abour _pub lic educar ion wh ich encompass all grade 
leve ls, the currtcula, the qualifications of teache rs h . . d d , your 
organ1zat1 ons, an a ult education Science educ · · . · ac1on 1s one 
of the cu rrt cular_ areas which prov ides special challenges fo r 
the future of agrtcultural education fo r teache rs. 

Let us use che imme<l iare future to plan f:o h I r t e ong range 
fu tu re. Let us look back bur pu t a focti s h f . on t e ucure 
Societal concerns muse be ide ntified cl iffere c · h " · . . ' n groups w1c 10 
soc1ery must be mvo lved , and ap propr iate r 1 "d "fi cl c o es t enr1 ie io r 
the best use of resources from wi thin the U · · 1 . . n1vers 1ry as we I as 
through coope ration wtth outs ide stakehol ders. 1 De pa rrmen 1 

in Pres ident 
blishme nt ot 
1AC. French 
1perinrenden r 
anuary 190 J. 
1 described as 
., a supporcer 
:rs , and sc are · l..rji: \'(la/r,.,. French, ,u memorialized 011 the J\1SU Cam'P · E · k us 111 nc son Hall 
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2. 29TH IN '29 
1929-1939 

Word was spreading throughout the country that the Future Farmers of America had been formed to offer young 
farm boys an opportunity not only to expand and share their knowledge of American agriculture but also to be shaped 
into young leaders. By the end of 1928, seven states had become chartered associations. 

Michigan students had been at that first meeting of the Future Farmers of America in Kansas City and the movement 
would surely carry onto the Great Lakes state, but the time had to be right to broach the topic with the entire state. 
Therefore, it was decided that the ideal moment to call together farm boys for a special meeting would be at the annual 
Junior Farmer's Week held annually during each spring at Michigan State College in East Lansing. Here, agricultural 
high school students competed in many agricultural judging competitions. 

A call went out for each chapter of the Michigan High School Agricultural Association to send two representatives 
to the special meeting. Of the 59 chapters, 31 responded, sending a total of 117 delegates. Early on the morning of 
May 2nd, 1929, these delegates came from rural communities all over the Michigan countryside and congregated in 

Agriculture Hall at MSC. 

As the delegates took to their seats and the chatting minimized, a short, middle-aged figure took to the podium. The 
man who would be the temporary chair of this meeting was Edward E. Gallup (he was called E.E. by all those who 
knew him and would eventually earn the affectionate title of "Dad" by the members that were inspired by him). 
Gallup had been serving as the State Supervisor of Vocational Agriculture since 1918 in the Michigan Department of 
Education and prior to that held the tide of superintendent in several Michigan school districts. 

The chairman introduced the temporary secretary who would take minutes of this noteworthy meeting, Mr. B.A. 
Walpole, who had since left Ypsilanti High School to teach at Michigan State College. 

Gallup went on to explain to the delegates why they had assembled. He told them about the gathering last fall in 
q 
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ou~·'.Attending Junior_ Farm of America 

., --...ilen C ox, a forurc t~ .. ,.+ .r lF\ ocationa[ 
agricul ture, rose ro his feet anJ rnoved 
"chat che agricultural associat ions of 
Michigan becom e federated as the 
M ichigan Association of Future Farmers 
of America." D. Woodruff of Jackson 
seconded the motion and Gallup asked 

for a vote. 

1 
• - · · Ch f Future armers State apter o _ , 

Kansas City and the m1ss1on and goals of the new 
organization. He answered a few questions posed by 
the delegates and told the assembly, "It is entirely in the 
hands of the delegates whether or not Michigan joins the 
national movement." 

After a few seconds of silence and the delegates probably 
thinking to themselves about what would happen next, 

Agriculture Hall on the 

The answer was a resounding, unanimous 

yes. The Michigan High School 
Agricultural Association was now ~o~e and 
replaced with the Michigan Assoc1at1on of 
Future Farmers of America. 

The delegates moved on to electing 
officers for the new association. Keith 
Tanner of Charlotte was elected the first 
president and took the podium. The 
other members of that first officer team 
were: Vice President Frank A. Swagart 
of St. Johns, Secretary Charles L. Taylor 

of Caro, Treasurer Henry Gibson of Fowlerville and 
Reporter Edward Strenzel of Reed City. Later on char 
same day, three additional members were added to the 
officer team and given the simple title of "Executive 
Committee Members," ( this office title would remain on 
the state officer team until 1946). These members were: 
Glen W Munsell of Fowlerville, T. Berwyn Pemberton 
of Imlay City and Charles Gill of Ypsilanti. 

There's an interesting side note that can 
be included here. The first treasurer of 
the Michigan FFA, Henry Gibson of 
Fowlerville, would actually serve more 
terms as a state officer than any ocher 
person in Michigan FFA history. rfe 
was reelected to be the 1930-1931 Scare 
Secretary and finally as the 1931-1932 
State President. Also, until 1945, che 
President of the Michigan Future Farmers 
was always a member of the previo • LJ5 

year's officer team. 
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fhe business of the first state conve . . n t1on conr1nued 
EE. Gallup was elected to be clw fi ., S · 

· . - Ll .. t;:iteAdviso r 
(yes, elected). Stare c L:es wert s,~r .. 25 , ·•- at cents an d 
When the fl oor o ·:-::_;:t •'! to c1:"cuss ,, h· h .. .., vV ere l e $5 fee 
necessary ro b i:>cr,:nc a chartered . . ,· . assoc1at1on of the 
future Faff.1c·rs oI America would f . come rom, the 
new State Advisor stepped forw d d . ar an offered 
to pay the as tronomical sum from f h" out o ts own 
pocket. Members rose to their feet d l an app auded 
this profound act of kindness. 

As the meeting was 
adjourned and the premier 
members of this new 
association left for home, 
the new officers of the 
Michigan Future Farmers 
stayed behind to fill out the 
charter application. The 
charter would be granted 
on September 30, 1929 
and the power was then 
there to grant charters to 
Michigan chapters. 

There were 42 chapters to 
initially apply, Ypsilanti 
being the first. This 

Above: Lloyd Ruesink, 
First State Star Farmer 

Right: Darwin Clupper, 
First State Winner in 

Prepared Public Speaking 

first batch of Michigan charters were granted on 
December 31, 1929. Of these 42 pioneers, 16 
remain active in today's association: Charlotte 
(#2), Lowell (#7), Dowagiac (#11), Fremont (#13), 
Mason (#14), Milan (#16), Centreville (#22), 
Dansville (#24), Breckenridge (#29), Grant (#37) 
and Alma (#40). 

And then the work began. The work began to shape an 
association and set precedents that would be followed 
for decades to come. At the helm of the ship was 
E.E. "Dad" Gallup. A married man with no children 
of his own, he became a true counselor to the young 
men that he would work with over the neit ten years. 
Unlike today where it is the state officers that travel 
to speak at banquets and Greenhand Initiations, it 
Was Gallup himself that was requested to give stirring 

orations on h F 
f 

t e uture Farmers movement and the 
uture of ag · 1 h . . . ncu ture as e saw It. His knowledge and 

exper · ience were so well respected that in 193 1 he was 
named to the very first National Advisory Council. 

At the 1930 State FFA Convention, the first class 
of State Farmers were named (known today as State 
Degrees), 21 receiving the honor. Also handed out 
that year were the first recipients of the Honorary State 
Farmer Degree: E.E. Gallup, B.A. Walpole and the 

advisors of the Owosso and Mason chapters. 

The first state newsletter, entitled The Michigan 
Future Farmer, began that year. Written primarily 
by Gallup and the state reporter, the newsletter 
shared stories of chapter's development and 
information to advisors and members on the 
events of the new association. The newsletter 
would run in some form or another until the 
late 1960s when budget difficulties ceased 

Members at the 
National Convention 
that year approved an 
official dress to be used 
by all members: blue 
shirt, trousers and a 
tie. The blue corduroy 
jacket would not be 
adopted for three 
more years and even 
when it was adopted, 
it didn't come into full 
use immediately. The 
Great Depression was 

still in full swmg and the jackets were considered 
a luxury that many, including some state officers, 
couldn't afford. 

Money or the lack thereof, was such an issue for these 
new fledgling chapters that _ many held fundraisers 
in order to raise funds to send members to the state 
conveI?,tions. Some chapters put on plays written by 
the members to raise the funds. 

11 
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h ers while having their 
To help save money, many c apt ' . h . hool's 

d 
with t e1r sc 

annual banquets, woul partner up h . 1 ld .. t banquet-t e g1r s 
home economic classes and ho a JOlil d h"l 

h 
· · of the foo w 1 e 

would prepare and serve t e maJonty . h 
the boys would provide a main dish; somenmes a og 
or chickens. This close relationship between the Futu~e 
Farmer boys and the home ec girls (who would eventual y 
form their own national organization dubbed the Future 
Homemakers of America or FHA) lead to more than a 
few budding relationships between the group's members 
- and teachers. It was headline news in the July 1933 
Michigan Future Farmer when Fennville FFA Advisor 
Earl Bjornseth married the home economics teacher Miss 

Kathryn Grettenberger. 

It was in these early years that Michigan was home to its 
first national officer. Elected as the 1933-1934 National 
FFA Secretary, Carl Shopbell of Dansville had a year of 
service that would be quite different than what national 
officers are used to in the 21st Century. He spent little 
time actually traveling the nation; at the height of the 
depression, spending most of his time in Michigan, 
communicating instead through mail. Shopbell would 
go on to become an instructor of vocational agriculture at 
the Reading FFA Chapter and then that school's longtime 

between che radio statio n an c th.... as:i uciation. 

O
ther highligh ts of th ose early conventions . l inc ud~ 

a special award, the B.A. Walpole Award, which w~ 
given to the chapter that was deem ed to be the b' 
chapter in the entire state of Michigan. Alsop esi resen1 
was an official Michigan FFA Band. The first r rew 

bands were made of up entirely of members of ,L • u1e 

Centreville FFA Chapter which showed the initiative 

to give Michigan its own band. Once members of the 
state saw the incredible performances of the Centreville 

band, interest reached such a high that a state band was 
formed with representatives from all over the mitten. 
Nick Musselman, the band teacher at Okemos High 
School, home of a prospering FFA chapter, was hirea 
as the director of the Michigan Future Farmer Band. ,1 
one week band camp was held in Cadillac, Michigan 
and the band was so renowned that it was asked to pla:· 
all over the Midwest: a three-day participation in we 
National Cherry Festival Program in Traverse City, we 
World's Poultry Congress in Cleveland, Ohio and even 
on the Farmers' Day Radio Program on NBC. · The 
Michigan Future Farmer Band would go on to be invicea 

• fl[ 
to many National Conventions to be an entertainme 

highlight. 
superintendent. 

At the Third State FFA Convention the fi t l d h. To get to these early National Conventions, mernber~ of 
, rs ea ers tp the Mich· FFA l . 1 Sraron~ 

contest was held: prepared public speak.in kn . igan trave ed together, m sty e. , g, own as the m 1932 . Express, 
State FFA Oratorical Contest at that t. d , a tram, dubbed the "Future Fanner ime an sponsored h ake r,' 
by the Michigan State College d _ =- _ . _ ,.w.as c artered for all members of the state : . r 
Fraternity Alpha Zeta. The I ' - • ..-- ---~---·"" -- r: 
winner was Darwin Clupper . -· i ,- ~• , , .4 .,• , ' : ' : · j , -- ·-c • .... .. .. , .. l 
f B · S · · ._ "' ). - • ,. • • :."\ ' · ' · , ram err1en pnngs. His , · .. ,1 , ,• '·- - ~· 7 - ,:; .._; , , ~ r .. • I 
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topic has been lost to history, ·: · /,1i . -: - - ':! :-:: -' : . { .. • i:~~- l ';,,- "':. "' " ,; '
1

\ • ,l (.'1 . . , ~\ ' ' .. "' ' { , _.;: ' . , ,. :; - . . . ,. , 

but this was the first 
1
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History was also made d1at , - ,· 
ye.tr w li e1 1 Darwin gave hi ~ 1 
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scare winnino speech 1· . 
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MICHIGAN'S VOCATIONAL 
CONGRESS 

Approximately 3,000 F. F. A.'s were 
guests of the Michigan State College 
May 6-7. Junior Farmers' Week at-
tracted the F. F. A.'s from both penin-
sulas. The attendance exceeded all 
previous years by four hundred. Much 
credit Is due President Shaw and Dean 
E. L. Anthony and the committee in 
charge of Junior Farmers' Week for 
the very efficient way 1n which this 
congress of vocational agricultural stu-
dents was managed. The conduct of 
the boys was all that could be desired. 
E\'ery activity moved like clockwork. 
The Michigan Junior Farmers' Week 
Is now one of the largest gatherings of 
vocational agricultural students in 
Amer ica . The National Vocational 
Congress at Kansas City Is the only 
convention of these vocational boys 
that exceeds the Michigan congress. 

b 

The E ighteent h Michigan Junior 
Fa rmers' ,veek was made 111> of many 
nctivltles-the Nlntb Annual State 
Convention of it. F'. A., the Seventh 
~•. F . A. Public Speakl.ng Contes t, the 
groin, potnto, livestock, dn.lry, and 
()Oultry j udging contests, a nd lbe enter-
tainment oC th e boys by the college. 

These activities determi ned who 
s.llonld represent Mlch igan in the cor-
resJ,ondlng na tiona l activities a t Kan-
~ns City next October. Tbe livestock, 
the mcot, the dairy, und the mil k judg-
ing teams were determined by llrn 
Jnl\ging contests. The delci:;a tc!i who 
will represen t the Mlchhwn Assoc lnt 1011 
or F. F . A. at the Tenth IS'ntlonul Con-
Yentlon or F . F . A. at K unsas <.; Uy were 
elP<:tt>d by the ~ lnth Annun l Stn re C'on-
~entton of F . F. A. The wln1w r of the 
• eventh F. F . A. Pul,\k- Spea king Con-
l~st ''-"Ill represent ).l ichl~n n at tl1e 
:-.;Or th Cl'nl rul Rcglonn l F'. F . A . Public 
~raking CoutPFt nt Ames, Iowa. June 

J'. I' . .A. MOTTO 
Leanlnar to do 
Dolns to learn 

Earnlnar to Un 
Llvlns to 

Lansing, l\lichigan, May, 1937 

THE NINffl STATE CONVENTION 
OF MICmGAN F. F. A. 

110 chapters sent 220 delegates to 
the Ninth State Convention o! F. F. A. 
7-l chapters were without representa-
tion. The delegates a ssembled prompt-
ly at 9 :00 a. m. Thursday, May 6, 1n 
the ballroom of the M. S. C. Union 
Bulldlng. They settled down to busi-
ness routine at once and reflected the 
training they bad received ln their lo-
cal chapters. Knowledge of parllamen-
tn ry law and pro<.'edure was evidenced 
b~· the delegates who led the conven-
tion activities. President Lohr's report 
of the Ninth National Convention of 
F. F. A. at Kansas City last October 
was Interesting and Instructive. The 
president of the Student Grange pre-
sented the Student Grange Plaque to 
Willls Griffin of Beaverton Chapter No. 
i7 as the outstanding member of the 
Michigan Association tor 1037. 

The following were elected as officers 
of the l\tichl~an Association of F. F. A. 
for the ensuing year: 

President, Norman Hull, Bangor 
Chapter No. 6 n ee President, Ulysses Tremblay, 
Flushing Ch apter No. 113 

Secretary, Willis Gri ffin, Beaverton 
Cbopter No. 77 

Tretl !lnrer, Or\'l lle Itns rnussen, Big 
Rapids Chapter No. 65 

Reporter , Cleo Buxton. Haslett Cb np-
ter No. 26 

l\Iemht-rs of E xecutive Committee--
Robert E . Dennis, Acl r ln n Chapter No. 
12; Leon L. Childs, Unionvllle Chapter 
No. 99 

Adviser, E . E. Gollnp, Lansing 
Delegates to No tlonnl Convention-

President Norma n Hull, Bangor Chop-
ll' r No. 6 : Secretory Willis Griffin, Beo-
,·erion Chapter No. 77 

Tbe Bxl'cutlvc <..;ommlttee recom-
11wuded U1e following fo rty applicants 
fo r t be RI n tc Fo nncr Degree a s eligible 
11 11( ! wor thy : 

Holiert Bower, Adrion Cha pter Ko. 

nuliert E. Denu ls, Adrian Clrn pter 
Xo. 12 

( Conclu ded on 11noo !) 

The State 
of Studenta of VocatloD&l 

.Apiculture 

Number 6 

VOCATIONAL .JUDGING CONTESTS 
A total of 2,724 participated in the 

livestock, dairy, poultry, grain, and 
potato judging contests. 

The Ionia team placed first in the 
livestock Judging contest. D. Seiler,' 
M. Larson, and R. Wolverton are the 
boys who plied up the points for the 
Ionia victory. This team will repre-
sent Michigan at the National Live-
stock Judging Contest at Kansas City 
nert October. Tbe Lakeview team 
placed second with Arthur Flzner, 
John Brockway, and Chester French 
as Judges. HanO\·er with Glen Den-
ning, Harold Petke, and Lynn Weston 
placed third. 

The Ionia dairy judging team also 
placed firs t. M. Larson, W. Sprague, 
and B. Nash knew their dairy cattle. 
Tbls team will represent Mlehiimn at 
the National Dairy Judging Contest at 
Kansas City next October. ltor the 
second place Fairgrove and Olivet tied. 
Harold Metcalf, Arthur Felna uer , and 
Non-al Enos upheld the honor of 
Fairgrove and Joe Walker, Donald 
Eppelhelmer, and Harold Brad.Icy did 
the same for Olivet. Williamston took 
third honor with Donald Dexter, Ken-
neth Pingle, and Samuel Shirley a s 
judges. 

Bangor carried off first honors 1n the 
poultry judging contest , t h rough the 
good work of William Scbemenauer, 
Loyd Schemerumer, and Tom Donovan. 
Owosso placed second with W.ayne 
F reeman. Glen Menter, and Robert 
Hnclson. Hanover placed t.hl rd with 
Ilobt>rt Wolfe, Glen Denning, nncl 
Rober t Relnlche. 

The grain judging contest was won 
by the Moson team consisting of Stan-
ley Froedert, Eugeue Hadwin. nnd Dale 
Gretton. Will iamston with L . G. Rot.h-
ney. Jarvis Smlth, R ussell Haar, nnd 
Homer Lot t ( Haa r and Lott tied) 
placed S<'Cond. Melvin Sisson. Knowl-
ton Petork, a nd Russell Hehl knew 
their i;..rrolns well enough to put l\Ion• 
roe l.nto third place. 

The J)()tato jud,rlng contest wos wu11 
by the Harrisville team made up of 

(00 'II C1iule-d Oil JU'tlfl H 



their ultimate destination of Kansas City. Members would 
make the trek to Lansing, the starting poim of die long r.- :1; 

l 
l r ; ( 

into the heartland. Stops along the way we Le p :,_;1.11ei:1. j t 1.i::c" 
Aquarium, the Field Museum and the Bo:i.rd of 'Ti·;1dir:g, 
all in Chicago. These annual events gave members the 
unprecedented opportunity to escape for a short time from 
the world they knew and see what else was out there. Chester 
Hansen of the Greenville FFA Chapter and a member of the 
1932 Michigan Livestock Judging Team that competed at 
National Convention, said at the time of his trip, "The main 
value of the trip was that it was the first time I had ever been 
out of Michigan. On our trip, the things of value were the 
coal mines, something I had never seen before. In Illinois 
the large cornfield surprised me very much because I never 
dreamed of seeing so much com in one field. Some of the 
cornfields I think were about a hundred acres ... The trip to 
Kansas City gave me an inspiration to go on in life and try to 
accomplish some of the things these boys have ... " 

These trips and other FFA activities gave the members 
a much needed outlet from the world that they found 
themselves in. Times were hard wherever one looked and 
it took a long time for things to start looking brighter. The 
optimism in America came when Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

w:::s elected P1·esiden - c f rhe United States in 1933 
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rcranized under one ti de - the New Deal. e 
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This N ew D eal inspired one former FFAmember w·i · ' dis 
McCulloch of the Beaverton FFA Chapter, to write a 
editorial in his former chapter's newsletter entitled, 1'h~ 
Farm Boy Gets a New Deal. He wrote: 

The farm boys of America get a new deal in agricult 1 
education through the organization of the Fu;ra 
Farmers of America. A few years ago the farm youth w~e 
wanted to study agriculture soon found there were ve 

0 

few places where it was taught. The high school didJi 
teach it nor ~id the teac~e,:s colleges. The only place 
where any agricultural training could be obtained was at 
the agricultural college and even there courses were very 
limited, the idea at that time being "any fool can farm." 

Today it is different. The idea today is "it takes a smart 
fool to farm. " This is the correct viewpoint for never before 
in the time of America did we need educated farmers 
more than at the present time. No longer are there vast 
areas of rich farmlands to be developed as there were in 
the past._ We must use what we have. With the increasing 
population and immigration, we must do more than 
make two blades of grass grow where one grew before. We 
must make three blades grow on the same ground at less 

I cost. Better quality 
at lower cost of 

·1-_ production is the 
1. coming thing. A 

man that wants to 

The Caro FFA builds a brooder house i~ ~he late 19305 

f be a successful farmer 
1 ~efow~m~ 

t: have an a(lricultural 
education.

0 
Today 

he can get that verJ 
thing and get 11 

without much coSf, 

In the last ten years 
a f reat change hf5 

' t1Jf ta en place in .l'M. h ·(la11 schools o1 . ic tb i 
A gri cuft u ra have 
departments d fi 
been added an . 1, quali-{i,ed 5,nit_;/ 
Hughes agricuftJI'. d 

Plr1ie 
teacher r/JI' 
in charge of f/J t' 
department. tl 
students 101

:~ lt>t 
studying 1,tgr1111 
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in these sL/Jo,.!~ .'1r~VL :m which · k r: ... ..r .1 ; . is nown as futu re rardlc:rc OJ niner1-ca. It is a national . . , , d . organization 
o'' fia rm nays u1110 are stu yzng agricultuve · 5 • h 
'J h , . J h L LL , , zn mzt -Hug es mg J sc oo a , over the United 5+ t A h . . M . h. L .a es. tt e 
pres~nt time m zc zgan a one there are over two hundred 
a:grzcultural d%artments and 115 F.F.A cha t · h . · · • ers wit a 
total members zp of more than two thousaniap T,''-,.r:r, d b h d. ne course 
of study OJJere y t ese schools will give the student fi · 
wor~ing ~now(edge of the science of agriculture. The ho:: 
pro;ect gives_ him a chance to put in actual practice what he 
has taught in the classroom. 

It is my sincere hope that the time will soon come when 
every farm boy will have a chance to study agriculture 
under a Smith-Hughes teacher and belong to a chapter of 
Future Farmers of America. The Future Farmers of today 
are the farmers of tomorrow. In many cases they are the 
farmers of today. One trip to Washington or Kansas City 
is enough to convince anyone that a new deal has come to 
the farm boy. In the past, city youth organizations were 
the center of attraction. Today the farm youth movement 
is the center of attraction. The farm youth of today has an 
opportunity to go far and I hope that every one of them will 
take advantage of it. 

it 

fu the l 930s came to an end, the world wds still in the grasp 
of the depression and rumblings of war could be heard 
across the ocean, but the Michigan FFA was celebrating 
its tenth year of existence and state membership stood at 

5,321. Times were good. 

One major change near the end of the decade would affect 
the association for the next sixty years. The duties of the 
State Advisor were becoming overwhelming due to the fact 
that he was expected to handle the day-to-day business of 
the Michigan Future Farmers and as State Supervisor, he 
was put in charge of all vocational agriculture programs 
throughout the state. Even though the State Supervisor 
employed a small group of consultants (usually former 
vocational agriculture teachers), the job was becoming too 
much. Therefore, a new position was created: Executive 
Secretary. This new office would deal primarily with the 
business of the Michigan FFA: chapter rosters, officer 
training, circulating the state newsletter and much more. 

The first person to serve in this capacity would be E.E. 
Gallup who stepped down as State FFAAdvisor in 1937. 
The new State Advisor would be Harry E. Nesman (we'll 
learn more about Mr. Nesman in the coming pages). The 
Michigan Future Farmers was expanding and on the 

We were, however, saying goodbye to an old friend, 
strong supporter and father figure. 'Dad' Gallup 
stepped down as Executive Secretary in 1939 
to run for a state political office. At the 19 39 
Michigan FFA State Convention, many members 
of previous state officer teams were present to 

bid farewell. Gallup was presented with a gold 
watch, engraved with a message thanking him 
for his many years of service and his incredible 
contributions. With tears in his eyes, he 
thanked the members there and waved 

goodbye. 

We were now standing at the dawn of a 
new, distinctly different era. 
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Meet 
Miss 

. · in the relative 
While most women were content to remain 
comfort of their homes, one woman dared to step outside 
of the box to do something no woman had done before -
become a teacher of vocational agriculture, and in doing so , 
an inspiration to countless others. 

Hester Rosamund Bradley was born in 1900 in Kalamazoo 
County, Michigan, growing up on a small dairy farm with her 
two sisters, Evelyn and Hazel, and brother, Ferris. She milked 
jersey cows with her family to sell rhe bottled milk along with 
growing some crops on the family land. After World War 
II, Fort Custer bought their farm and today, it is a national 
cemetery. 

By: 1'..r. i.hea I{ b 
P er 11s1., 

ast ~tate Ofii l\l 
ctr 

"SHE WAS A WOMAN IN A MAN'S 
JOB, BUT NEVER LET ANY(?,N E 
FORGET SHE WAS A LADY. 

-CHARLES PELHAM 
F oRMER BYRON SUPERINTENDENl 

As a teenager, M iss Bradley wanted to quit high h 
f 

. . sc Ool 
but her mother talked h er out o lt , tellmg her that if · 
finished high school , she could stay on the famil /

1 

and work - which is where she would rather be ayn arm . '/Way 
Needless to say, MISS Bradley graduated high school a d · n a, 
fate would have it, her mother also talked her into attend" · 

Michigan Agricultural College (MAC). tni 

At MAC, Miss Bradley p ros pered. She was voted 
Most Popular Girl on the college campus and 
f . d n nen s with fellow classmate John H annah, who 
wou~d go on to be , arguab ly, the most celebrated 
President of Michigan State University. 

In 1923, Miss Bradley gradu ated from MAC'! 
school of agriculture. Sh e would be the first ol 
her siblings to graduate fro m that school - all ol 
them receiving d · . l . egrees rn agncu ture and her two 
sisters teaching as wel l. 

With school l d comp ete , she now needed a wav 
to support he lf " I l ·1 rse • a ways thought someday 
wouldbeafa ' ·c 

d b 
rmer s w1re, so I specialized in poulu; 

an eekeepi d f · 
l 

ng an took teaching because o !Ii 
cu tural valu " M ' B 

l 
. e , iss r ad ley w rote in a le tter co l 

re ative Ho h d 
S h 

· Wever, er fu ture p lans had change · 
ome ow sh d 'd d ' e eci e she wanted to become 

a teacher rathe h . [l· 
M

. r t an a far m er's wi·ce Iron1ca ), 
ISS B dl I• • . 

h 
ra ey never m ar ried n or had children °1 

er own. 

Miss Bradle k h ti r . . Y too er fir s t teaching J. ob in Howe 
eceiving $1 400 e she t h '. a year. Before teaching agriculcur · 

aug thighs h l . . cr1, 
P

h , c 00 sc ie n ce includ in g che rn 15 · 
ys1cs and ph · l n1 wich h ysica geog raphy. She was conce 

er career a d . d 10 
M 

n as time progressed move 
ontrose C ' · -n wh h' rySt al Falls and then Bath, Michig•

1 

ere s e w o ld . . f J 
lifetime . u receive an opporrun1cy 
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_ lf,:;;s 1-les,tcr leaches "'O-a fJ' l ~ , JW .. . 

'Hei· 

lily ~f("i•IJoo (<'oo 
;ficliig,m State Co!lcoe 

l rt t,{' l..i , , ;,: ,· 'S u.1.-y; 

tere:sted i I t l · l i lh . 1 •1e 11• c ass work but also and her boys 
n eu· personal problems as well. 

e HOW MANY WOMEN can effec-
. lively teach principles of farming, 

wm the respect of 250 Michigan men 
and be a successful cupid, too? There'~ 
just one-Miss Hester Bradley, Rich -
land, Mich. 

One factor which makes Hester so 
hpu~ar, her colleagues say, is that 

er t~me and any of her possessions 
;re a ways there for her youngsters. 
h tudents respect and love her. Her 

omeroom at noon time rivals the 
school cafeteria as youths take their 
lunches to her room so they can visit 
together. 

Miss Bradley is the only "lady'' vo-
cational agricultural teacher in the 
state. A check of available national 
records indicates that she may be the 
only one in the United States. 

At the annual conference of the 
vocational agricultural teachers held 
at Michigan State College, East Lan-
sing, Hester stands out, but she never 
stands alone. She is surrounded by 
men-her fellow teachers who know 
her as a friend, as well as a highly-
qualified, competent in this 

Miss Bradley prepares her students 
to enter farming as an occupation by 
p~anning schoolwork to fit their spe-
cific needs. This includes both class-
room and on-farm instruction. 

Girla Get Help, Too 
She . says she is not only interested 

in training boys for farming but also 
_in_ helping girls to get adequate train-

RENRY HOFFA .. . 
A Mlc:lllp11 Stal• Fara..-. 195~. 

The year was 1942 and World War II was calling men from 
their teaching positions to fight for their country overseas: 
the Bath teacher of vocational agriculture included. Not 
only was she the first female vocational agriculture teacher 
in Michigan, but she was also the first female FFA advisor 
(and either the first or second in the nation to reach such 
an accomplishment). 

She retained her title of teacher of agriculture when she 
moved back to her home district of Richland High School. 
Miss Bradley taught her students (mostly young men) 
skills that would be essential for their future in farming, 
including classroom and on-the-farm instruction. 

Miss Bradley once said, "To have a hand in helping these young folks 
mold their lives is most satisfying. You can never tell how long your 
teachings will affect them, nor where your influence will end." 

Outside of the classroom, the pioneer educator proved her ability to 
play cupid with her students. She always lent out her Studebaker to 
Jack Welborn to use to take his favorite girl, Dorothy Yeom~s out 
on dates. Miss Bradley felt his old Model B Ford truck was unsuita~le 
for such an occasion. Only a few years later, Jack Welborn marne? 
th . B ell proud guest at their e same young lady and Miss ra ey was a 
wedding. That same student of hers, Jack Welborn would go 

0
~ 

to become an official for the U.S. State Depan ment, in char~e 
0 

· 1 · · d 1976-1977 president agncu tural advice for 23 African nations, an a 
of the Michigan Agricultural Conference. 

For 31 years, she selflessly dedicated her life to teaching the aspects 
of agriculture to students in the classroom and on the farm. She 
taught agriculture until 1957, when she relocated to the Napoleon 
School District to teach for eight additional years before retiring. 
However, she remained a member of the Michigan Association of 
Teachers of Vocational Agriculture. She never missed a meeting 
during her 35-year membership. 

Not only did she have a passion for agriculture and helping her 
students learn the importance of it, but Miss Bradley opened her 
home to nine people that desperately needed her help. Whether it 
was students of hers or children of former students, she accepted 
them as family. Her generosity and kindness never stopped at 
the high school, but was carried into her everyday life outside of 
teaching. 

"She always saw the best in people. She found worth in every 
person she came across and that is why she connected with so many 
people. She is a legend." remarked David Mitchell, a nephew of 
Miss Bradley and former teacher of vocational agriculture. 

Her inspiration and love for both agriculture and the FFA can still 
be felt and her influence has not ended. Miss Bradley demonstrated 
how to teach with her heart and have genuine love for people. She 
has inspired current agricultural teachers and FFA advisors who 
will continue to inspire their own students. Miss Bradley's legacy 
will continually impact students. 
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3. AN AMERICAN 
ORGANIZATION 

1940--1959 

As agricultural students and FFA members across Michigan reported back to school in 1940 after a summer spent 

pla~ting, cutting hay and raising livestock for the county fair they were greeted with news that no one wanted to 

receive. 

On August 1st at his home in Lansing, E.E. "Dad" Gallup passed away. And while he was no longer officially 

connected with the Michigan Future Farmers, he still held something of an "elder statesman" position in the hearts 

of members and advisors across the state, still receiving invitations to be a guest speaker. 

Upon his death, a large portion of his estate was left to the then Michigan Association of Teachers of Vocational 

Agriculture (known by the acronym MA1VA and the forerunner of today's Michigan Association of Agricultural 

Educators, or MAAE). That money is still making an impact today, buying classroom equipment and instructional 

materials to continually inspire young minds looking for a future in the large fields of agriculture and natural 

resources. 

The two men to take helm of the Michigan Future Farmers were Harry E. Nesman, made State FFA Advisor in 1938 

and Luke H. Kelly, made Executive Secretary in 1939. 

Nesman came from the Nashville, Michigan area and had learned early the importance of agriculture. There is a 

story that as a very young boy in the early years of the new century, his father was ill and his older brothers were 

left with the task of caring for the family farm. One day, he followed his brothers out to the corn field to help pull 

weeds. Soon enough, one of his brothers brought Harry into his father, reporting th~t the boy was pulling out the 

corn along with the weeds. His father rook young Harry out to the field an~ gave him a_ challenge: he would get 

his ow f • d ld be responsible for all components of its care. This lesson and early love of 
n row o corn to raise an wou 

agricult uld • h. ti 
1
·onal life as he became the teacher of vocational agriculture at Walled Lake 

ure wo carry mto 1s pro ess . . 
l-Iigh S h 1 H ld b the school's principal and eventually the supenntendent, leadmg the school 

c oo . e wou go on to ecome 
19 
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Members of the Michigan Future Farmers attend a leadership training camp at Pine La.ke in 1940. 
n e, 

during the Great Depression and actually saving it from 

bankruptcy. He became a champion of agriculture as the 

State Advisor and as Richard Sandbrook, the 1947-1948 

Region V State Vice President remembers, "He was a 

great leader and a strong supporter of the motto, 'If you 

don't stay in farming, get into something closely related 

to farming."' 

Nesman's partner m the workings of the association 

was Luke Kelly. A consultant of Vocational Agriculture 

for the state since 1928, he had seen the birth of the 

Michigan Future Farmers. In the past, he had served 

as teacher, principal and superintendent of numerous 

Michigan locations: Haslett, Okemos, Benzonia and 

Lupton to name some. He was a large, rotund man who 

came to be known for his love of the FFA and the young 

men that were in its ranks. 

When writing of Luke Kelly, his daughter does him the 

best justice. Roberta Kelly First Delamarter (who actually 

married a state officer that served under Mr. Kelly) said, 

"Four ideals help to describe his life: curiosity, discovery, 

enthusiasm and hard work. Dad always saw the good in 

everyone .. . Often farm boys felt as if they were lookea 

down upon, but ... I remember being told that it didn'1 

matter what field I chose, even if it was to dig ditches for a 

living. Be the best ditch digger I could be, doing the besi 

to my ability and I would be able to work up the ladder oi 

life. I would always be able to be proud of myself" 

These two men, Nesman and Kelly, would lead the 

Michigan Future Farmers through its formative teenage 

years and another world war. 

U · on 
pon returning home from Sunday church services 

we 

th, 

th; 

m : 

As 
co 

SCJ 

4, ' 

th 

or 

th 

sh 

Pc 

December 7 , 1941 , FFA mem bers and the world were 0 

informed that the U .S. Naval Base at Pearl Harbor in in 

Hawaii had just been attacked by Japan. The worlo A 

was at war. tl 
w 

V 1 ' ffl~ 
ioung men c amored to get to their local recru!C 

O 

P1 

offices, signing up to fight foes thousands of miles :1.ri w 

1 
de ,ii J 

count ess dangers away. When the count was ma . 0 

h ~ 
t e end of the war, it was found chat 3,558 mern. 

1 
se 

d c d dur1n~ 111 

an rormer members from Michigan had serve 

what would be called the second war to end all wars-
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A member of the Springport FFA shows at a 1942 fair. 

The home front during those four years of utter 

destruction was devoted to doing everything possible 

to help the boys who had gone to war. Rationing 

of gasoline, rubber, meat and other foods was 

commonplace. Young people played an important part 

in the war effort. Metal, rubber and other materials were 

needed to make the weapons of war and when the call 

went out, the Michigan Future Farmers answered. At 

the 1942 National FFA Convention, it was announced 

that Michigan led the nation in scrap paper collecting -

making up two-thirds of the entire national collection. 

As of November 1943, Michigan boys had also 

collected 157,435 pounds of rubber and 3,445 tons of 

scrap metal. They had also repaired 

4,719 farm machines and 1,687 of 

them had become labor assistants 

on local farms to try to make up for 

the large work force that had been 

shipped overseas to fight the Axis 

Powers. 

Vocational Agricultural Consultants in 1948: Harry Nesman, 

Raymond Clark, John Hall Elmer Lightfoot and Luke Kelly. 

The news from overseas was reported in the Michigan 

Future Farmer newsletter. Dean Radtke, the 1939-1940 

State President, was serving in Germany where he was 

wounded in action in 1944. After he was wounded 

and rescued, he reported to the newsletter what had 

happened to him. "Ten German fighters attacked 

with guns blazing. I looked up just in time to see a 

German plane coming in. Then there was a flash in 

the cockpit as 20 mm shells exploded. I called to the 

bombardier, and he came into the cockpit. He held on 

my oxygen mask and helped me fly all the rest of the 

way." Michigan FFA lost many of its young men over 

on the beaches of Normandy, the islands of the Pacific 

Onereasonforthesemajor Michigan 

involvements could be that the State 

Advisor Harry Nesman served on 

the State War Board. In his work 

With that group, he coordinated 

programs of County War Boards 

which an innumerable amount 

of vocational agriculture teachers 

served on. The work at home was 

in safe hands. ,v.1: . 1944 State Convention. 
w-arttme ::!1 



and the deserts of northern Africa. Donald Seager, a 
member of the 1942-1943 State Officer team was juSC 

one of many casualties. 

Captain Donald Heade, the Caro FFA Advisor, was 
awarded the Silver Star for saving the lives of at leaSt 

five men. He was just one of many Vo Ag teachers 
to leave the classroom to go to war. Luckily however, 
many of them found their way back to their former 
posts when Germany and Japan surrendered in May 
and August 1945, respectfully. 

The work of the Michigan Future Farmers, however, 
pressed on to the best of its abilities. For the 1942, 
1943 and 1944 State Conventions, the festivities 
were cut down to one day and held two weeks earlier 
than usual· so as to not to interfere with necessary 
farm labor which was already at a shortage due to 
the war. Judging contests were not held from 1942 
to 1947 and the 1945 State Convention was held 
by mail, chapters being sent ballots to elect the 

t team of state officers. Despite all of th n ~ ~ 

h . d ·ances strides were made. At the 1943 S 1 n r · , tat 
Convention, the Parliamentary Procedure contese 

de i ts debut and quickly became one of the rn t ma . . Ote 
popular events. T he W 1ll1amston FFA Chapter 
was the first winner of the conte~t , M idland and 
Lowell coming in second and thud, respectful! 

h 
y, 

Parliamentary Procedure became t e third contest 
to offer leadership development, joining Prepared 
Public Speaking and Demonstration. Farm Forurn, 
the forerunner of Agricultural Forum which then 
became today's Agricultural Issues, became the 

fourth in 1954. 

Leadership development would become a top 
priority of the Michigan Future Farmers as the 
century approached the halfway mark. State Officers 
and any other member that desired to could attend 
Camp Miniwanca near Shelby, Michigan. Here, 
members would spend two weeks getting instructed 
and participating in activities that would develop 



hern mentally, physically and reli· • l 
c . gious y. A 

Pical sess10n of the 1940s wa "Th 
cy . s e Life 
and Teachmgs of Jesus." The ca 

. mp would 
go on to become nationally renowned. 

State Officer reams would go throu h h . 
g P ys1cal 

changes as well. In 1946 the fi . 
. . ' rSt regional 

state vice presidents were elected 1 . 
. , rep acmg 

the Execunve Committee Memb ers and 
ceremonial vice presidents that had b een part 

of the State Officer team since the birth of the 

Michigan Future Farmers. There w · h 
. ere eig t 

vice presidents, one from each of the · 
. . . regions. 

Another addmon commg in 1952 was the office 

of sentinel which up until this point was more of 

an optional office, much like today's histori· an, 

parliamentarian and chaplain. 

As the Michigan Future Farmers was going 

through a period of change, as was the world. 

The enemy of the 1930s and 1940s, Nazism, 

was gone and replaced with Communism. 

When asked to address the 1952 Michigan FFA 

State Convention, then Governor G. Mennen 

Williams warned his captive audience of this 

new threat. He said, "We have three groups of 

people. One group, the communists, believe 
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0 Hi c e 
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The fu t u r e p rogress d 
uponthesk' II an prosperltyofMlchi ~ 
the state • sand effo r ts o f those citize g:n~ ~ J (:pt::nde n t too great de gr ee 

• n O opera t e t he many farm s o f 

The Futu r e Fa rmers of . 

;~coti~nal 19 r i c u lture~r;::1~~g,&n-i !!:-, tfon i s C0r'1)"0Sed o f boys who ,are s tud in 

the a::~ ~u!~~re. The Hi ch I gan Ass~~~~~1~~y ;chool \ •s prepara t ion for caree:s 
9 

c irty years has been outs • uturo armers o f Amer i ca , dur ing 

I ::;~7~~o;~t~~~~ n~d I~: '!:~:~!t~•!:hf~;•!,,~~~gm!;~!::•~~p ;.:~~•:~! ng 
Michigan now has 245 •ctlvo chapters f 
m~ers and n.::>re than 65 000 forme o bFuture farmers with nearl y 10, 900 act ive 

o the Future Farmers of'Ame I Ir mem ers. These present and former members 

provide Important ludershi r i ced n Michigan perform valuable conrnunlty services 

slgnlflcantly to bul I d ab~ n Seveloplng our agricultural economy and help • 
e ter tate of Michigan . 

The week of February 22 1958 th . 
Future Farmers of Amerl~ W k ~ough Karch I, 1958 has been set a, National 

Rico . ee t roughout the United States, Hawal I and Puerto 

THEREFORE, I, G, Hennen Iii 111 . 

proclaim the week of Febru■ r ";;• ';°
9
•
58
•rnor of the State of Michigan, do hereby 

Y , through Karch I, 1958, as 

HICHIGAN FUTURE FARHERS OF Al'ERICA WEEK 

In Michigan, and urge al I O 1 • 
made by the Future Farnters :~ ~ t1z:ns to take notice of th■ uny contributions 

the further growth of this spl u~. sd ate anld to encourage In every possible way 
en , organ zatlon for our fann youth. 

Given under my hand and the Great Se.al 

of the St•te of Michigan, this Twentieth 
Day of January, In the Year of Our Lord 
One Thousand Nine Hundred Fl fty•elght 

and of the Connonwul th the One Hundred 

~ lA... 

GOVERNOR 

that there is no salvation for the individual, that the president's chair indicates what your path will be. You 

individual counts for nothing. Another group would have real confidence in the future." With this message, 

hang on to our accomplishments and do nothing but the membership was urged to take action in the world 

dream of the past. But the rising sun emblem by the FFA around them - and they did just that. During the 1953 

: ]2 ~~, =- ~::~:~~::v::~:;~~~: • A :_" ·" that hiid never been done 
~ . . 

.- -;,;-. :!..,, cm•---~ before or since. At that 

-I'!~ .~ ~ .- , lfi.e..,-, -~-- ... convention, delegates 

~ -· · voted that, m their 

i: .. ,t~ , \ ·· hlal 
•, ., ,_ opm10n, t e eg voting 

age m local, state and 

federal elections should 

be lowered from 21 to 

, 18; understanding that if 

~==:3!1iiiiii:~~--- ~~~ ... ::.Jc..'. - """ - an 18 year old could go 

1953-1954 National FFA President David Boyne of Michigan 

and fight the Germans, 

he was mature enough 

2'.\ 
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to vote for President. The members were nearly two 
decades ahead of their time, 18 year olds not being given 
the vote until 1971 with the 26th Amendment. Another 
example of action took place at the 1954 National FFA 
Convention. In those days (and until the 1980s), only 
2% of a state's membership could receive the State 
Farmer Degree. Students and advisors would become 
very frustrated when an incredibly qualified member 
didn't receive his degree. Many times students had to 
reapply a second or even third time to earn the honor. 
Noticing this dilemma, the Michigan delegates proposed 
a constitutional amendment that would allow 3% of a 
state's membership to receive the State Farmer Degree. 
Unfortunately, nothing ever came of the proposal. 

In the 19 5 Os, Michigan was home to two National Officers. 
Elected as the National FFA President of 1953-1954 
was David Boyne of Marlette. David was elected at the 
National Convention that featured the first address from 
a sitting U.S. President, Dwight D. Eisenhower. During 
his year in office, he traveled a record-setting 60,000 miles 
across the United States. After his term in office, he would 
go on to head the Agricultural Economics Department at 
Ohio State University. 

Norman Brown of the Temperance FFA Chapter served 
as the 1958-1959 National FFA Secretary. In his year 

F.F.H. BAl.~--B-Q 
Saturday, May 11, 1957 
Sunfield High School 

Adults $1.00 
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d h . d"bl . wee of service he was grante t e mere 1 e opportumty . · 
to travel internationally on a goodwill tour to Japan, witl 

d h Ph·1· · FFP Honk Kong, Thailand, Guam an t e 1 1ppmes. of} 

Finishing his term, he returned and graduated from 
h f . al . l Col MSU, becoming a teac er o vocation agncu ture . 

b 1: • M" h" S agn in Bath, Michigan e1ore returnmg to 1c 1gan tate . 
as 1 where he became the coordinator of student programs 

in the College of Agriculture. His later life would be A 
1 

filled with philanthropic work with the W. Kellogg 
par 

Foundation and the Partners of the Americas. 
Th 
fot 

New programs hit the Michigan Future Farmers in this Pie 
era. In 1949, the Chicken of Tomorrow contest was Yo 
added, originally being sponsored by the Allied Poultry 
Industries in Michigan. The contest instructed students As 
to raise chickens for a specified period of time, bring W'c 

them to be slaughtered and have their chickens judged. H 
It was, of course, the predecessor of today's Poultry St< 
Contests. 

fo 
Also that year, the Michigan FFA became involved with to 
the Christian Rural Overseas Program (CROP), an 01 

involvement that continues to this day. CROP originally ec 
developed as an effort for rural American farmers to send tc 

food to impoverished third-world countries. Today, C 
however, for the most part, it is money that is raised co w 
support this incredible effort. 
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future Farmers claimed over 10,000 m embers for the first 

time in history. Such a large membership caused the state 

convention to be extended to three days in length, as it 

remains today. 

The Michigan FFA didn't stop at just television _ they 

were soon participating in international affairs. In 1947, 

Alexander Campbell from Aberdeenshire, Scotland, 

attended the National FFA Convention. At that 

convention, he struck up a friendship with Robert Oesterle, 

who had served as the 1944-1945 State Vice President. 

After the convention, Alexander went back home with 

Robert to Williamston, Michigan where he spent two 

weeks with the Oesterle family. He toured farms, visited 

with agricultural industries and attended surrounding 

FFA chapter functions. He also experienced the pastime 

of American football, taking in games at Michigan State 

College and the local high school. Thus, the first foreign 

agricultural exchange took place in Michigan, as informal 

as it was. 

A more formal visit would be held seven years later as 

part of the International Exchange Student Program. 

This time, John Pickthall of Great Britain came and spent 

1 four months with David Boyne, then State President. 

Pickthall was a member of the National Federation of 

Young Farmers' Clubs of Great Britain. 

t~e boys that he cared for so much. He returned from 
his assionme t · J I 19~3 . 

o n Ill u y ) , commg back to work as a 

Vocat iunaJ Agricultu re Consultant in Michigan. 

After he passed, his family set up che Luke H . Kelly 

Scholarship Fund, handing out a scholarship at each state 

convention starting in 1957. This money would go to 

an FFA'er who was graduating high school and hoped co 

go into vocational agriculture. It was continued into the 

1970s. 

When Kelly left for India in 1952, taking his stead as the 

new Executive Secretary was Elmer Lightfoot. Lightfoot 

served many years as a Vo Ag teacher at Holly and 

Williamston, finally coming to be a consultant in 1948. 

Former Shelby FFAAdvisor Phil Carter remarked, "Elmer's 

one vision was to make the Michigan Association the best 

it could be and #1 in the U.S. He worked tirelessly to 

promote the FFA and to assist every student he came into 

contact with. There was only one Elmer." 

As the 1950s drew to an end, the decade of Ozzie and 

Harriet, Ike and suburban contentment and normality 

gave way to a time of social and political changes - changes 

that the Michigan Future Farmers would not run from, 

nay, they would embrace them. They would acknowledge 

that they could not "become what they needed to be by 

remaining what they were." 

• I 

I , 

fu the 1950s rolled on, the Michigan FFA 

was dealt a devastating loss. In 1956, Luke 

H. Kelly died suddenly. Kelly had actually 
stepped down as Executive Secretary in 
1952 when he accepted an assignment 

frorn the U.S. Department of Agriculture 

to travel co New Delhi, India and work 

on establishing centers of agricultural 

education. Before he left (his plane was set 

to take off immediately after the 1952 Scare 

C~nvention adjourned), he was presented 
With h d · kec by 

an onorary blue car uroy pc J h National FFA Choir 
Michigan members OJ t e 25 
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11 Michigan 
· Lowe , d 

. name. I was born '.n Bennett Roa 
Earl Ray Benedict ~;;YI have lived all my hfe on Charles Sible 
on November 6, I . arent's names were . e Parker 
in Saranac, Michigan.h ~yn~me was Florence Kath:~in. he was 
Benedict, and my mot' er s . Roger Elmer Bene 1cc, 
B d. t My brothers name is enc 1c . 

4 born November 5th, I 93 . 

. al Tractor Collectors. 
. d I Internat10n h t Today my wife an are hem to show t em a 

We c~llect the Letter Series and restore t 

parades. 

h f 12 years old was to have my 
My childhood dream, up to t e age: mil had been International 
dad buy a Farmall M tractor. My a y h'ldh d 

ilF I' D ·n 1950 myc I oo forth rec generations. On Apr oo s ay I 'h d brand 
dream came true: my dad and grandfather pure_ ase a . 
new M from my great uncle who was an lnternauonal dealer m 

Ionia, Michigan. 

I could hardly sec over the steering wheel but I could still drive 
that tractor. I was with my dad every day working and driving 
tractors . I never wanted to be in the house. 

The crops we raised were wheat, navy beans, oats, corn and 
several acres of hay for dairy cows. We milked about 24 cows at 
that time. We would buy about l 00 feeder pigs a year. We had 
several laying hens which my grandmother and mother would 

use for grocenes d another 80 acres. 
and rny dad rente . h h 

. d d after seeing t e s ow of Lassie 
ngrel collie og an ' 

I had a rno her Lassie. 
I had to narne 

h 8th grade schooling was in Saranac 
n throug l d . My kindergarte_ lled public schoo an smce then it 

h t ume was ca h l I which at t a C mmunity Sc oo s. never attended 
11 d Saranac o d h. h h has been ca e h l t the end of the roa w 1c as long 

the Old CountrydSc 
00 

ad gone. The reason we didn't attend 
b t rn own an 

since een _
0 

W, rld War II was on. The gas rationing 
h h ol 1s because o 

t at sc o . h d to find a new teacher. 
was on and it was ar 

d h Benedict who was retired, served 20 years My Gran mot er ' 
f M d Street School District. The school district utreuurero u . 

ll d M d Street because most of the ume the road was wascae u 
impassable for three months. Many times they had early fall 
and summer school. 

My grandparents lived across the road from our house. 
Grandmother would make me come across the road after 
supper, when I wanted to play with my Lassie. She would 
say to me, "Young man you need to work at your homework 
of mathematics and science." I hated homework, and I 
hated school hours because it interfered with my recess. My 

grandmother got me through my elementary 

years with much improved grades. 

Then came my freshman year in high school. 

where I met my lovely wife, Caro lyn. She 

came in from North Bell Rural School. 

I Went out for football that fall :i long wit.h 
60 

boys, and I made varsity star t ing at Jef( 
guard. My dad didn't think he liked foo tball. 

and like all boys, I thought I wo u ld get ou( 
of chores. So he said he would m ove chores 

back one hour for me to get out of practice. 

After practice I would climb a 40 fo ot silo ro 
throw sil d M daJ . age own and milk cows. Y 
said I b b P' etter never complain about urn 
and bru · H ri1(1 

ises. owever, my dad and rno 
never rn · d h nt' Isse a game whether is was at 0 
or away. 

The friend 11 ,,c 
s and neighbors wou ' ~ 

together a d , •rh(• 
n go to the away games co~l 



Men watched games while ladies talked about what ladies ralk 

about. Later, I heard my dad tell a nei ghbor the only reason he 

Went to football games was to make sure he would have help on 

Saturday morn ing. But he was always on the sidelines when I 

came off the fi eld. We had an undefeated 

and Untied season that year. We averaged 
42 poin ts a game. Whether you were a 

freshman or a senior we had a bindin g of 
fr iend h' h ' s w 1c still holds today. 

: e Were mostly farme rs in the community. 

e all Wanted to be in FFA. 

We Worked hard to get our Greenhand 
Degree F c · 

· or my superv ised 1arming 

program l had a dairy heifer. We had a 
Young · · d 
and h 10strucro r, who we greacl y admi re , 

lJ . e Was fres h out of M ichigan State 
n1versiry H h d f . . 1· . h ' 

t h· · e a a lot o d1 sc1p 111e 111 1s 
eac tno b h h 
B O Ut e was still l ike a big bro t er. 

e tnade A Cl 
\Vo k g ass very inte restin g so we 

r ed h d li. . ar co become C hapter Farmers. 
e V1s iced 

Pr . everyone's hom e to help wich our 
OJects. 

lie of 
the s:en talked and to ld us the poss ib ility of 

State Fa rme r Degree. J\5 I rcc.1 11 rh ~r._ were cig la or ·11 ~ 

r''tll' . d1,ro 1,:h1L11 .',l f'larild.'-n'hl' u-\ ~ 'lt .h, 

'-,j~ '~t ... 1·:1~r 11•~; 1c.r1,;,\. ,,,: 1 \,.~ .. 1t 

pr-iuJ uf'him ,, h, 11 111.' ,lCUJ111pl;~!1Cl L 11 <, t , 1 

beh1nJ bod1 J1i.: r mCJ' . Ai-lei hugg 111g I- •· c· 1.: •• u 

and pride , she huggc:: J each on e o f us .1rtc r .!1,. c, r ·rr ,, :' 

Darold's d ad p assed o n rwo yea rs la ter. D arold wenr ro !\IS U 

receivin g a Dairy Husbandry D egree. Today his w ife , A n ne and 

he, along with their son Robert, own and operate a large dai ry 

operation in Keene Township. 

This teacher and instructor often talked with pride, that th ere was 

a great possibility that we could apply and make it for an American 

Farmer Degree and receive the golden charm of the American 

Farmer. This instructor married a local girl from Saranac and left 

the teaching career and went on to become an Ionia Ag Agent. 

Then he went to MSU to head the Ag Department of Mich igan 

State University with pride and respect. My wife Carolyn and I 

have always felt very honored to know this man; his name being 

Fred Peabody. 

In my family, I was the first and only FFA member until our 

children Connie Rae and Charles Earl became members of the 

Saranac FFA. Then our daughter's children, Ashley Nicole 

Orlowski and Joshua Earl Orlowski became members. 

; Our chapter in Saranac FFA was a very active program. In 

. Parliamentary Procedure, we won gold three years in a row, Public 

Speaking we won silver three years in a row, and Farm Forum 

which also won silver three yea rs in a row. We had a farmer in 

the area who donated 15 ac res for us ro grow wheat for a project. 

We also had a broiler project. We donated our chickens for the 

sports banquet where I 00 students and family members were 

served that of which my wife and the whole home economics 

and hpervised Farming pro ject and records 
t at o 

ur senior year we coul d apply fo r Be11edict, far left, with Farm Forum team. 
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Benedict, middle front, at the National FFA Convention in 1958 where he received his American Farmer Degree. 

department helped to serve. We had several students show animals 
in the Ionia County Free Fair every year. The football field was 
in bad repair and with the financial support of local merchants in 
Saranac, the fathers of the FFA and football team , we reconditioned 
and reseeded the football field. It was much safer to play on and 
appreciated by the community. We had soil judging and livestock 
teams and farm safety - and even we won a gold award from 
State. I was sentinel for four years in my chapter, and it was highly 
competitive because many ran for all FFA offices. 

In our day, it was called Supervised Farming Program. I had a 
heifer and my dad let me farm 13 acres that he had rented for 
years for cropping. Elmer Lightfoot was Executive Secrerary 
for State FFA. He interviewed me for the American Farm 
Degree. The State Convention was held at Fairchild The;lCer 
on MSU campus. le was during Spring Break and lasted for 
five days and all chapters in the State were present . The Scace 
Officers made the convention very interesting and educational. 
and banquets were outstanding. National officers attended a11d 
talked to us , as well as the Agricultural Extension from MSU-

Our chapter always had an annual summer camping trip c(i 
the Upper Peninsula by Newberry and Lake Superior for fi,,( 
days where we camped out along with our advisor. Loe•" 

I 

1 

s 
C 

t 

a 
a 
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Benedict and his wife Carolyn. 

school board member Paul Cahoon did all the cooking and bus 

driving for us. Years later we still talk about that when we go to 

the Saranac FFA annual meeting. I had been out of school for 

about two years and served in the United States Army. Carolyn 

and I were married and expecting our first child. We had gone 

into partnership with my parents. 

Our advisor Fred Peabody had gone on to Extensive Service 

and Lyle Plews was the advisor at that time which was 1958. 

He came out to see Carolyn and I , and to ask if we would like 

to try for the American Farmer Degree. There had not been 

any for a long time in Ionia County. We applied for it and 

in a few days Elmer Lightfoot came to 

interview us. We were very surprised 

we made it. So we left the first part 

of October for Kansas City, Missouri 

with Lyle Plews and other friends of 

FFA for the National Convention. 

It was an outstanding experience for 

us . The FFA meeting was great as 

well as the National Officers and the 

entertainment. The highlight of the 
oon · h vennon was walking on t e stage 

and receiving my Golden Chain of the 
Am· encan Farm Degree. 

In 1968, I received a letter in the mail 

~o apply for the Kellogg's Farmer Study 

{:gram :'hich is a three year progra_m-

"Hrs STORY WAS so 
SIMPLE _ SO AM AMAzING, so 
W E o ER1CAN. WHEN 
A~ A RI G INALLY CONTACTED HIM 

l ~ FO~l ER AMERICAN FARMER 

DEG REE WINN ER, WE JUST HAD A 

~EW Q!)E ST IONS . .BUT WHEN TH JS 

LSSAY CAME BACK, WE KNEW IT WAS 

A STORY THAT HAD TO BE TOLD. IT 

HAD TO BE TOLD BECAUSE WE KNOW 

THAT THERE ARE SO MANY STORIES 

JUST LIKE IT THAT MUST BE TOLD. 

OUR HISTORY MUST BE PASSED ON." 

- CAITLIN LORENC 
PAST STATE OFFICER 

year was the United States and we took a two week tour of the 

U.S. and the third year was the world where we participated in a 

32 day world tour. 

We still farm - crop and feeder cattle. I still have my jacket 

from the American Farmer Degree. Our son died at 39 years old 

and our daughter still lives next door with her husband Joseph 

and our two grandchildren. Our granddaughter is graduating 

from Saranac High School chis next year. She was the Region V 

representative in the year 2004. This last year, she was elected 

President of Saranac High FFA. She is planning on running for 

State Office this spring. 

1 

. -- -

appl1ed, and were in che chrrd 

roup. The first year, they studied Ag 

conomics of the State which involved 

a Week tour of Michigan. The second 

. O , k · orandaug.hter Ashley Orlowski and wife Carolyn. 

da h Connie nows t, o·. h 6 7 

B diet with his ug ter . Ashley was elected to serve as t: e 200 -200 
ene . h. FFA State Convention, 

A h 2006 Mic igan 
tte p ·Jet 

• V State Vice ,·est n 29 
Region 
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4. CHANGES 
1960-1969 

In 1960, the nation elected the youn ·d · h" 

N 
. al Offi B . al . ' gest pres1 ent m istory and the Michigan FFA saw the election of its forth 

anon cer. ut It most d1dn t happen. 

Ron Cook, hailing from the Marshall FFA Chapter and the 1958 1959 St t FFA S 1 d b . . . - a e ecretary, was se ecte to e 
the M1ch1gan candidate for National Office. He was slated to head to Kansas City the weekend before the 32nd 
National FFA Convention to begin the interviews that would determine the focus of the next year of his life. Ron's 

immune system, however, had different plans. 

"On Sunday, one week prior to the beginning of the interview process I had been taken home, unconscious, in 
an ambulance and hospitalized with severe pneumonia," Ron said. "They packed me in a bed of ice due to a 
temperature in excess of 105 degrees. The doctor was not exactly enthralled about my getting out of the hospital to 
immediately embark on a long driving trip that would demand a lot of energy. I was not exactly ready to take 'NO' 
for an answer. I believe that I got out of the hospital on Friday afternoon in a very weakened condition and we (my 
parents and I) drove on Saturday and Sunday to Kansas City to be there for the interview process on Monday. I was 

nearly too weak to participate." 

B th d"d . . l d h 1960-1961 National FFA Secretary. He would follow his year of service 
u e 1 part1c1pate and was e ecte t e . He would be the last nanonal officer to be elected from 

with many more as he ministered in the Chicago area. 

Michigan for over forty years. 

L ram was about to debut that would be carried from the 
ilS M· h. N · al Officer a new prog 

1c 1gan enjoyed yet another anon ' h l . Michigan FFA supporter and MSU Professor Dr. H. 
shor f h c· In 1961 t e ongnme es o t e Great Lakes to Kansas ity. ' £" h M" higan FFA State Convention - an aspect of the state 
Paul S s program ior t e ic al Weany designed the first ever vesper am became so well known that for the 1962 Nation 
con . . d Th Michigan vespers progr . . d venuon that continues to this ay. e fi that event-somethmg that also contmues to ay. 
FFA C d d . a vespers program or 

0 nvemion, Sweany was aske to esign 31 

, ._ ~ • ,- '• ,• \ 1- -- • • I l ,, l"" 



Sweany had long been 

influential in training che 

scare officer teams and 

when honored in May 

1963 by the Michigan 

Electric Suppliers, it 

was said, "His counsel, 

advice, 

and 

have 

sympathy 

understanding 

contributed 

tremendously toward 

outstanding state FFA 

officers each year in the 

Michigan Association." 

His dedication to 

the Michigan Future 

Farmers would continue 

m the established 

Sweany Scholarship, a helpful boost to those who dreamt 

of becoming teachers of vocational agriculture. To date, 

more than two hundred scholarships have been handed 

out and the pot is still not empty. 

T he country was inspired by a young president, John F. 

Kennedy and his idea of service by giving back to society 

Ron Cook speaki11g at the 1961 State Convention 

Members of the Benzie Central FFA Chapter compete in Donke-y 

Basketball in the early 1960s 

and the world as the 1960s progressed. FFA members 

jumped at the chance to become more involved. The 

Peace Corps was an organization founded by President 

Kennedy to bring the best of humanity to the poorest 

areas of the world; helping to build, educate and 

rejuvenate these areas with the best of intentions . The 

call went out and the Peace Corps asked the FFA and 

the N ew Farmers of American 

(an organization for African 

American farm boys in the 

southern portions of the 

United States that went by 
the acronym N FA) to search 

their m emberships for a 

special mission to Pakistan -

they needed people with an 

agriculture backo-round and 
b 

where better to look chan 

in the ranks of these rW0 

incredible groups? Among 
those who answered che 

call, were members of chc' 

Michigan FFA - and nor_ 

only members, teachers 01 

. I r\5 vocat10na agriculture. 
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Michigan Future Farmers head to Europe as part of an international leadership program in 1966 

years came and w.ent, those of the Michigan Future handed out the first Scholarship Recognition Awards for 

Farmers would continue to naturally be drawn to the academic excellence. Since then, more than a thousand 
Peace Corps, honoring the dream of a leader slain for students have been awarded this honor. 
his ideals. 

While the Future Farmers were embracing 

every aspect of success, it was questioned in 
1964 whether the name of the organization 

would even remain the Future Farmers of 

America. At that year's National Convention, 

changes were considered. To acknowledge 
the increasing importance of leadership to the 
or · · ganization, the Future Leaders of Amenca 

was a suggestion. Another idea was the Future 

Farmers and Agriculturalists to mark the growth 

of _the organization beyond just production 

agriculture. Both ideas failed miserably. 

One id h . d was ea t at did, however, succee 
the th h 6 f the 
1 ,. oug t to reward those mem ers 0 

<V1t h· 
A. c tgan FFA that excelled in the classroom. 

t the 19 . th MSU C l 65 State Convention, e 
o lege of Ag . al Resources nculrure and Natur 

S P·esident and Leo C. Mulholland, 1962-
Vi cent Worley, 196l~l9P

62 
.;tet se~e /IS delegates to the 1962 N11tional FFA 

t11 . V State Vtce rest n 
1963 Region 
~~~ ~ 



Harry Nesman at his desk 

• f ~ "'1, ~- • ~ 

~. • j '".,,.~:, • l J. •• •' 

[) fllL 

merged v.1r 

1griculcur 

·he FF, 

creating one , ' 1can fa, 

of the future of a~;r ~uJcure. 

Longtime Marshal; Ff 

Advisor Floyd Beneker sai 

"The merger of the NFA ai 

FFA was one of the smooth, 

transitions you could e\ 

see. I attended the Natior 

Convention at which chis ro, 

place. It was a happy occasio 

I personally felt we should ; 

be one organization. Tt 

makes for a more united fro 

when dealing with Ag ar 

education issues." 

By 1965, America was changing. A decade before, the As the 1960s dragged on, the man who had stood at rl 

Supreme Court decided that "separate but equal" wasn't helm of the FFA and vocational agriculture in M ichig; 

going to work anymore, deeming that schools could no for nearly thirty years decided that it was time to st, 

longer be segregated. In 1963, Martin Luther King down. On March 31 , 1966, H arry E. Nesman retin 

marched on Washington, telling America of his dream. as the State FFA Advisor and Michigan Chief of 1 

And while the rest of the country was still debating the Ag. During his tenure, he saw the Michigan Futu 

merits of the new integrated society, the National FFA Farmers grow like no one could have ever imagine< 

took action. At the 1965 National Convention the NFA, a the membership went from 4,833 to more than 11,00 

group much like the Future Farmers of America only with in 1964 4 5 52 b · d h 

a membership of African American young men dedicated D 225 M ' h , , mem ers receive t eir State Farmc 

egrees, 1c iganders received their America! 

.: Mi I - "' .tfuU h~,- -
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Above: FFA m 
Right: D le embers attend an annual leadership camp 

e -gates of the 1963 Michigan State FFA Convention pose in front of the MSU Auditorium 

Fanner D 
offi egree and 316 young boys had served as state 

cers D . 
can' · espite all these accompl ishments, numbers 

t tell th h e w ole story. 

Th 
sp omas Beatty, the 1955-1956 Scace President, said, "I 

emm~ h I ' 
g I Y ours with Harry. He was a gent emans 

enr eman all . . Id 
chaII at nmes. In his own way he wou 

enge 6 
I' me to think bigger, more and always ercer. 

111 sure I h d 
c allenged him at times but he never showe 

it. He was a tremendous person and I thought the world 

of him. " 

Teachers too would often look to this legend for advice 

and guidance. Longtime FFA advisor and teacher of 

vocational agriculture, L.A. Cheney wrote years later, 

"I first met Mr. Nesman the spring of 1939 during my 

senior year at MSU ... as I was about to take my first job in 

Saranac, Michigan. I will always remember the summer 

35 
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1~-..oc·,uiun th.H h , m~a rnred so deeply. Ii 
passed :JWJ.Y in 199-l. at Lhc age of 98. e 

► 

Taking over for Nesman vvas longtime 

Vocational Agriculture Consultan t, Edwin 

St. John. St. John had been a chapter 

advisor and Vo Ag teacher for 16 years, in 

Stanton, Wayland, Olivet and C harlotte. 

He was an honest man who valued integrity. 

His daughter Judy Saurer remembered this: 

"One time when I was about eight and no 

longer believing in Santa, he spent several 

hours in my bedroom during Christmas 

Eve looking out my window and trying 

to convince me that the red light on a 

neighbor's chimney was most certainly 

Santa and we should keep watching until 

we saw him com e our." 
DeLane Ruess ( middle) of Owosso was named. the Central Region Star in 1968 

conferences [run] by Harry and his staff. His guidance, With the team of Sc. John and Lightfoo t, a new goal was 

inspiration, encouragement and challenge to meet needs 

of students and community was helpful in starting a new 

school year." 

Harry would live out his retirement in general peace, 

caring for his tree farm, spending time with his family 

set - to give girls the righ t to wear th e blue corduroy 

jacket. In fact, in the very first newsletter that introduced 

St. John as the new State Advisor, the question was 

posed, "why haven't girls been given the opportunity to 

stand among out membership?" 

and never staying too far away from the profession and Years later when St. John sat down and wrote abour 

Roger Bloss, of Swartz Creek with his wife, was named the Central Region Star in 1969 his life, he spoke of this time. He 

wrote , "One of the big changes we 

instimv <.l ,v3_s to include girls in 

the Vo ,_ -: r() _·ogram as well as ... the 
~ ~ 

FF A. 1 hi~ 'Nasn't easy ... because a 

number of t,.::achers resisted it. So 

did the boys in the FFA. It rook rwo 

years and some cact and diplomae)' 

but it happened. Many boys said

'We don't want them because girls 

will soon want offices in the FFA 

and take our jobs.' Well rhe bof 

. h b ' In'' were ng t, ecause it wasn r O ~ 

before the girls were being eleccctl 

to local, state and national ff:I 

offices. " But how did it happen! 
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ly as 1934, the fight began at that year's Nation al As ear 
ent·10n The Massach usetts State Leoislatu re had ~~ . b 

d a bill governing to student organizations that passe 
demanded equal treatment amongst the genders, so 

ids were allowed to join the Massachusetts Future 

!armers. As one of their delegates put it, "They can 

be in vocational agriculture classes, so why not FFA 

members? On the convention floor that year in Kansas 

City, debate lasted for hours. It was finally decided that 

girls would be allowed to participate on a local and state 

level (if the state allowed such participation), but the 

national level would remain strictly a boys only club. 

In 1966, Michigan took a shot at equality when at the 

state convention, 59% delegates voted to allow girls to 

join. Unfortunately, a two-thirds vote was necessary. 

At last, on Friday morning, March 22, 1968, the Michigan 

Future Farmers changed forever as girls were finally allowed 

to join the ranks of membership. The happenings of that 
d . . f · 1· 'cal ction that would ay are remm1scent o a cunnmg po 1t1 a 
be carried out in the halls of Congress, but it was rhe state 

officer team who prepared to make history. 

John Craig, the 1967-1968 
President, said, "Our strategy 

was to assume a 50/50 split 
in the topic of allowing 
fernales to enter the program. 
With that in mind, certain 
officers prepared motions to 

be submitted on the floor 
With seconds if needed. 
During the discussion, we 
w . ere prepped with certain 
statements to respond to 
an · · · tic1pated arguments against 
th · · . e 1nv1tation to allow females 

presented at the stare convention, since that was our 

assignment before the state convention started. We had a 

straw poll, although there wasn't an official vote before the 

convention. We were to poll members in our region and 

provide feedback before the state convention started. Our 

state officers were unanimous in the decision to proceed 

with the change at the convention we were participating 

in, even though the advisors thoughts it best to introduce 

the idea at this convention, then wait a year and vote at 

the next convention." 

One year later, the National FFA .finally came to its senses. 

The issue was brought to the floor, as it had been many 

times before. A motion was made. A second was given 

by Michigan's own Bob Craig, the 1969-1970 St~te 

President. A vote was taken and this time, it was official 

_ girls could be an FFA member in Maine and Hawaii, 

Alaska and Puerto Rico and anywhere in between. The 

convention dances got a lot more fun, too! 

The sixties had been full of changes, both for our association 

and the country. In the decade of Kennedy ~d King, 

h. hest membership ever - 11,188 m 1963. we saw our 1g . 
What would the next chapter and set of transformat10ns 

hold for the Michigan Future Farmers? 

into the association ... We all 
did 0 ur pan and the job was 
accomplished. The motion 
Passed by the slimmest margin - . ,,. . 

• - and Ed St. john, State Advisor (standing to the neces h h sary to carry fort t e 
chan \ th:":~~. It probably was 

.......__' lobbkd ;ssue eve< 

~ ( . I. headset on), ·Jent ,v1t, U 
l N 1966-1967 P:-:::,,, 0 Radio 0111 of MS . 37 

Dae ye, ear on w,nn,• 
right of Nye) £IPP 
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While the Michigan Future Farmers was busy bein~ ~orn, tl~e 
youno men chat would soon swell its ranks were living har ' 
agrarian lives not unlike their great-grandfathers of the ea_rly 
19th Century. To most in I 929, an easier life,. complete ~1th 
mechanized farm implements and eleccricicywas sull an unrealized 
dream. In 1930, nearly 90 percent of all rural Americans lived 

without electricity. 

In 1944, a committee on rural electrification began meeting at 
Michigan Scace College (now Michigan Scace University). This 
group, made up of electric utility companies from around the 
srace, hoped to bring power to small communities and farmers. 

As years went on, electricity was made more available to the rural 
population and oftentimes, Michigan farmers banded together 
ro form their own electric cooperative. These relationships , 
chose between agriculturalists and electric authorities, would 
eventually affect into the Michigan Future Farmers of America 
in a deep way. 

I --
1 
~ 1'\//j 

I • 

"' 5,~ 
~,cl'· 

. 1'"c: . '"' 

I 195 1 che Detroit Edison Company, Co nsu . ,, rs p ,,,.,,:otl'" n , . C . . 01v~c ,.,..., ,. ( 
C 

and Rural Eleccnc ooperat1ves A ss,, atio . s '" "1'6°'' ompany h . n Ii ou'st c:, ... , 
M . h ·gan came together to host a banquet onorn all th ,._i<'5 

t IC 1 . . Q,, ' 5,\c: ' 
that had served as officers of the M1ch1gan FFA. The n-: ""d ;; 

M . h' FFA' ti llfoi 

Y
ear these three firms would honor JC igan ers chat h sc"o' 

' 4{ ,,A>'{' 
received their American and/or Star Farmer Degrees. A y . 'co'' 

b . h el ~"' later, vocational agricultural teachers were emg onored, \..u 

All this giving, all this devotion to an organization, its youn 
members and its ideals nearly 30 years before the Michiga; 
FFA Foundation was ever dreamed of. 

These banquets, honoring on group of dedicated individuai 1 

or another, would continue for some years. In 1956, th, 
three electric suppliers decided to honor a single vocational 
agricultural teacher, Mr. Reynold G. Oas. Oas had been , 
teacher at Paw Paw since 1921 and an FFA advisor since tha1 

chapter was chartered in 19 30. 

And these bonds between Michigan's electrical suppliers am 
young .. agricultural leaders continue to this day. 

For years, Raymond Bollaert of DT[ 
organized annual visits the Michigan FF} 
state officers would take to their Detroi. 
corporate headquarters. The firm wouk 
(and does to this day) take officers to , 
Detroit Tigers baseball game and allows th, 
association full use of its conference room 
to make proposals for the coming year. 

"~T~ Energy has always looked to rh, 
Michigan FFA Association as the leadershi: 
voiceofMich' ' ·b · · '. 1gan s agn u s mess communm. 
said Bollaert. · 

Carolyn Bloodworth of C onsumers Energ 

~outin ely helps t h e state association pu 
Its ann~al theme into a logo, providin! 
promotional m ateri ,lh w henever asked . 

cC 

s 

fr 
Charles Areus/1/eier and ]a h D ~.;..:,~.r:1·~-~~.:__ .. __ ._,.;.:,:::;~~:~;;;::~"~~~;)J~~ 

ci eppong (both on left) with re . . 

And continuing a tradi tion beaan over h.1 
o r 

a century ago, th ese three firm s annui · 
recognize · · I hJ . an agnsc1ence educator t 1~1r 

ii . ptesentattvesfi·o M · h. e ectrzc companies m zc igan cr1ven so h h' d 0 muc to 1s or her scu eo rs . 
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Raymond Bol!aert of DTE receives the 

Honorary American Degree in 2002 

Power ,Su(l (lfiers OufsfcmcfiYJJ Teacher 

1956-R.G. Oas, Paw Paw 

1957-Elwood Little, Onsted 

1958-Harry E. Nesman, Michigan Department of Education 

1959-Harold M. Byram, Michigan State University 

1960-Thomas B. Poole, Deckerville 

1961-Elmer A. Lightfoot, Michigan Department of Education 

1962-Milon Grinnel, Michigan Farmer magazine 

1963--H. Paul Sweany, Michigan State University 

l964--George S. McIntyre, Michigan Department of Agriculture 

1965-Raymond M. Clark, Michigan State University 

1966-Ross 0. Beatty, Cassopolis 

1967-Adelbert D . Huber, St. Louis 

1968-Thomas H. Kerry, Michigan Department of Education 

1969-Albert D. Ackley, Ovid-Elsie 

1970-Jacob G. Venema, Blissfield 

1971-Louis F. Reuter, Sandusky 

I 972-Clyde B. Ray, Charlotte 

1973-Norwin W. Braun, Chesaning 

1974-Clark Bullen, Portland 

1975-Russell Johnson, Lakeview 

1976-WiJJjam Garvey, Bellevue 

1977-Fred Bartlett, Rockford 

1978-Clare Monroe, Pi ttsford 

1979-Lowell McMillen, Niles 

1980-Earl French, Reese 

1981-Keith Griffin, Montague 

1982-Floyd Beneker, Marshall 

1983-Ron Stevens, Lakewood 

1984--Frank Corrin, Corunna 

1985-Roy Miller, Hopkins 

1986--James Potier, Perry 

1987-Walter Weber, Ravenna 

1988-Clifford Machacek, Benton Harbor 

1989-Jack Sanderson, Fremont 

1990-William Wheeler, Webberville 

1991-Richard Barnes, Merrill 

1992-Wtlliam Bartow, Alpena 

1993-Oayton Dailey, Port Hope 

1994--Kenneth McCoy, Dowagiac 

199S--Curt DuVall, Beal City 

1996--Grant Fettig, Grant 

1997-Pete Siler, Lowell 

1998-Carl Keiser, Unionville-Sebewaing 

1999-Don Wheeler, Laker 

2000-Alan Steeby, Caledonia 

2001-Willard Fowler, Jonesville 

2002-John Trott, Branch Area Career Center 

2003-Kenneth Bollinger, Lenawee Vo-Tech Center 

2004--Steve Beattie, St. Louis 

2005-Jerry Block, Benzie Central 

2006--Charles Arensmeier, Michigan Department of Education 

2006--Richard Karelse, Michigan Department of Education 

2007_Charles Snyder, Michigan State University 

2008-Mark Forbush, Corunna 
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S. TIME OF TRANSITION 

1970-1988 

i The FFA was now open to anyone who desired to take part. And while war and scandal would play a predominant 

part of the commg decade, the Michigan Future Farmers had their eyes set on the future and what it could hold for 

them. 

The early 1970s were full of more, you guessed it, change. First and foremost, Ed St. John and Elmer Lightfoot 

stepped down from their positions as State Advisor and State Executive Secretary, respectively. Lightfoot, a man who 

had been on the job for eighteen years, was replaced by Jack Deppong. Former Webberville FFA advisor, Bill Wheeler, 

said, "Jack Deppong was always a happy person who continued the legacy of having a professional FFA ... Jack was 

young as compared to the other secretaries and did an excellent job taking the reigns over from Elmer Lightfoot. It 

was a tough job and he handled it very professionally." 

The office of State Advisor was initially filled with Clifford Haslick who remained in that position for about a year 

and then passed the torch to Duane Dalgleish who stayed for roughly the same time. Both were older gentlemen and 

had been Vio A l c h I: many years and were teachers and FFA advisors for even longer. Because 

- g consu rants 1or t e state 1or . . . . 

of the me ' h h b . d f th ir character would be their own children. Roger Hashck said of his 

ns s ort tenures, t e est JU ges o e . . . 

father "M d d ki d d l h ked hard at everything he did ... He believed that education was of 

' Y a was a n an gent e man w o wor ,, . 

Utmost· h l h" d h" h academic achievement... About her dad, Marlene Dalgleish 

important and encouraged sc o ars 1p an ig . 

Willia h d l f' 'F ther Knows Best.' He was equally kind to humans and 

mson added "He could have been t e mo e ior a . 

anirnal If . ' h f of one of his students, he held that little guy very tenderly 

s. · · a piglet needed its ears notched on t e arm 

and felt b dl h " 
a Y t at this had to be done. 

Des · d d · this time as well. 1970 brought about a new award: 

pite thes d' . . d s were ma e unng 
th B ea JUstments, progressive stn e h ould be awarded for making a positive impact 

e OAc . . . . . Now, C apters C 

i ' or Building Our Amencan Communmes. 
,1 the· h . 

Ir omerowns. Ubly was the first Michigan wmner. 
.n 
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In 19 /3 ,l new a\\ <l: 

was introduced 
t 

rhe Michigan Fu ru: 

Farmers. Ar rhar rilllc 

the Alpha G:un rna Rn 

agricul rural fraternir 

at MSU awarded rni 

Oursranding Juni
0
, 

FFAAgricul turalAwarr 

for rhe first time. Ther: 

were thirty recipienr 

that year and Kenda_ 

Denis Nash of Chi 

Pittsford FFA Chaprr 

was named the firr 

Outstanding Junio1 

To chis day, there ar, 

annually upward 

W,,,,, th, fo,t p,,.,,. wa, nam,J Muh;gan; Stat, Su,, fo Ag,-;bu.,;n,y, th, ~dp;,nt, DmnU Matti,,w, wa, 

;n th, hop#a/w;d, mono, Luck;ly, hU fr;,n,1 Dan Gmklin ""d ;n fo, h;,n, From left to right, J,rry Butt, 

(C,ronna H;gh School V"'ationaf D;,,,,., ), Mn. Iluyd Matduw,, Conklin, Mr. Lfuyd Maul,,,.,, N'ank 

Corrin (Corunna FFA Advisor) and 'Wade Aldennan (Dennis' employer) 

Another State Star category was added to reflect the growth 

of agriculture. Dennis Matthews of the Corunna FFA 

Chapter was named the first State Star in Agribusiness in 

of 300 recipiem 

of the Outstandin/ 

Junior Award, no11 

cosponsored by th 

Sigma Alp ha sororir 

at MSU. 

1971. 

A new event in the always popular leadership conresr 

debuted a year after the Outstanding Junior. The Jo, 

Interview Contest, allowing students to hone the skill 

they would need as they prepare to enter the work force 

Was introduced. The first winner was Cheryl Carpenrr 

of the Lapeer Future Farmers who was applying for 

secretarial position. 

It was around this time that Michigan adopted ir 

own Opening and Closing Ceremonies. In 1972, cli· 

National FFA appointed a committee to review an' 

update all of the official ceremonies to broaden cJi, 

role of the definition of agriculture to encompass m• 
of the modern membership . However, when die-' 

changes Were presented to the delegates ar the Nario11I 

Convention, they Were not adopted. Michigan Iii' 
th

e change, and implemented them as the Michif'. 

Offic·aJ FFA C . . , f f. 

" 

1 
eremon1es. In 1982, once Nanonai . 

saw the light " d h 
c·d11ff' 

. ' an c anged their ceremonies, 1\1 1 

came Into line .tl h 
wi 

1 t e rest of the country. 

► 

s 
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Members of the Beal City FFA Chapter sell oranges 

These ceremonies, similar in most aspects to the 

traditional ones, differed in that they encompassed a 

broader meaning of agriculture and the growing diversity 
ofFFAmembers. Michigan aligned itself with National 
FFA's ceremonies in 1982, once those were changed. 

A new partnership was about to take shape. 

In 1972, then Executive Secretary of the Michigan 
FFA, Jack Deppong, had a full plate. As was true for all 
previous Executive Secretaries, that position has been 
given the charge of working closely with state officer 
teams in their trair;iing and day-to-day business. All of 
this, of course, in addition to his heavy workload with 

the M' h" · Th re J. ust le 1gan Department of Educanon. e 
Wasn't e h . d noug time in the ay. 

1herefore, the Michigan FFA applied for a grant from 
the M· h· · This grant ic igan Department of Educanon. 
Would k . . mber of the ma e it possible to hue a new me 
team h d" r of w ose job it would be to be the coor mato 
Statewid FF . h bers of the e A events and supervise t e mem 
state offi 

cer teams. 

1'he fir ld be Charles A.t st person to hold this office wou . d 
ensllle· . in his chir 

FFA association and even taught 
vocational · 1 agncu cure there fo r a 
time. 

Charlie said, "My philosophy was 

that all students deserved the same 

chance to learn and grow. I tried to 

involve every student in the chapter 

in some FFA activity and I don't 

think that changed much during 

the time I taught." It was this same 

attitude that he would bring to his 

many years of work in Michigan. 

Charlie remained at his post as 

the first Projects Consultant for 
two years, until in 1974 when Jack Deppong decided to 
go into private business and stepped down as Executive 
Secretary of the Michigan FFA. Charlie took over for 
Jack, joining another would-be legend of the Michigan 
Future Farmers. 

Rich Karelse began his work as the State FFA Advisor in 
1972 but had been serving as a Vocational Agriculture 
Consultant in the Michigan Department of Education 
for many years after he caught Vo-Ag at Caro. Karelse 
himself was a former FFA member and about his chapter 
advisor, Jerry Adler, said, "My Ag teacher inspired me and 

Ye ter. At that time, Charlie was . ar of S University. ~ ~ graduate work at Michigan care , ' \ ll . h ce s T.errv Centers 43 ative f . b of t at sea J' J 0 Missouri, he was a mem er 

k __ I . - J 
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Corunna FFA Chapter - "Big Acre" Jacket Winners 

made it possible for me to go to college. He arranged 
for me to meet people when I came down to MSU who 
would get me work and I worked my way through college 
at Brody Hall in the kitchen. I washed thousands of 
dishes and cleaned millions of tables." 

These two men, Arensmeier and Karelse, became an 
unstoppable team that kept the Michigan FFA afloat 
during a time of almost constant budget problems and 
uncertainty. Even today, many hail them as the two that 
kept vocational agriculture alive in the state of Michigan. 
And during that close working relationship, the two men 
became good friends. Karelse remembers, "We would 
take our families camping together." 

For a shorr ume, rh.: f micic 
Projects Consulranr was 1J r v, 
Then, in 1975, another nun 

down south, Jerry Centers 
Kentucky, came co lead. Cenceri 
a character chat the Michigan Fu 
Farmers hadn't seen the like ofbeJ 
Teresa Black Acre, 1980-1981 S 
FFA Treasurer remembered, "Jc 
was always pulling pranks on somec 
and always laughing. He usua 

kept things light and was an 'id, 
sort of guy!" The 1977-1978 Regic 

VII State Vice President, Denn 

Engelhard, added, "The instigaro, 

the motivator, the troublemaker, fur 

loving, crafty, witty- all those things 

in just the right mixture to mold growing, talented young 
people into a rock solid lifelong team . .. I didn't join the 
team until September when another officer had to resign 
for family responsibilities. With a firm handshake and 
ten sentences he trained me, welcomed me and made me 
a solid part of my officer team forever." 

In the last years of the 197 0s, the Michigan Furur1 

Farmers prepared to celebrate its 50th birthday. Each 
chapter submitted material for a large time capsule 
that was assembled at the 1978 Michigan FFA Scace 
Convention. Included in the capsule were letters fron1 

members and advisors, tape recordings that reporred 
on the progress of their chapters and local agriculrufc' ===-~---:;===:::ij:R::J::~=~~=--~ and pictures that told the story ofch1 

members. 

~~ j 
• I .. , 
fl PAtllCA 

l't1rli11me11r11ry Proced .. fr 
ure re11111 om Perry FFA C'' 44 napter (/979) 

More growth and opportuniry for c/JI' 

Michigan Future Farmers appear& 
in 1978 when a Collegiate ff} 

·a:1r Chapter was formed ac Mid110•
1 

State University. The group ro~I 

d. ·oo.l part in numerous MSU era Jtl 
jcS 

activities -Autumnfest, Ag OJyrri~_
111 

Small Animals Day and more. 
11
, 

· ro r collegiate chapter would Jas r Jfl 

l 980s when it died out. 

j 
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In 1979, Michigan ~dded the _extempora neo us pu blic 

speaking contest to _its repertoire of leadership events . 

There were now six contests where students could 

sharpen their leadership, teamwork and public speaking 

skills. 

But where were the members to take advantage of these 

• • f 
opportunmes. 

Throughout the 1970s and 1980s, 78 FFA chapters 

were disbanded. This is the largest number during any 

point in the history of the association. But why all the 

closures? 

Certainly budgets played a part; it always had. But 

many school districts were finding it harder to justify 

having vocational agriculture classes like "Ag I" and ''Ag 

II" and ag shop when more and more students were 

coming from the "town" and not from the farm homes 

as they had in the past. Additionally, a larger percentage 

of students were on the track to attend some sort of 

P0st-secondary schooling. 

The Future Farmers was having an image problem. 

Bystanders were finding it hard to understand the depth 

of the agriculture industry and how it truly touched 

every aspect of American life. Agriculture was not 

merely farming. 

Sh,11... 
uy FF,4 Ch 

apter thinning out a woodlot 

.. ~ t-

~~--;- ~~ --~ 

-.. -·--;;;~ 

Members of the 1985-1986 State Officer team at a Tiger's game 

Our student leaders took this challenge of perception 

and decided to do something about it. At the National 

FFA Convention in 1988, members voted to change the 

organization's name from the Future Farmers of America 

to simply the National FFA Organization. 

Also at that time, the ranks of 

membership was opened to include 

middle school students. Soon, 

these young leaders would be able 

to compete in their own leadership 

contests and career development 

events in Michigan. 

As the 1980s were coming to an end, it 

became evident that more change was 

in store for the Michigan FFA. State 

Projects Consultant Jerry Centers left 

the association and was replaced with 

a familiar face of the Michigan FFA. 
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CllmhirJJ 
to j,,uccess 

He moves on. While struggling to grip the mountainside 

with 25 mph winds striking his back, crying but unfailing to 

pull him off the mountain, he moves on. He gasps one last 

breath, struggling to fill his lungs with air, and continues 

to haul his body to the top. Nothing could stop him, not 

even the -25° Fahrenheit temperatures would prevent Dale 

Darling from reaching his goal: to join the 112 people who 

have climbed all seven of the highest summits in the world. 

Dale Darling is moving on. 

Born and raised in Monroe County, Darling has always been 

motivated, pushing himself to go farther. He grew up on a 

dairy and cash crop farm that has been in the family since the 

1830s along with his brother and sister who completed six 

generations of dairy farming. As a child, Darling participated 

in 4-H, showing dairy cattle at the county fair and had other 

assorted projects. He attended Milan High School and became 

a member of the Milan FFA chapter just as his grandfather, 
father, and siblings had done. 

Dar ing on his latest climb of Mt. Vinson in Antartica 
46 

By: Caitlin Lorenc 
Past State Officer 

As an active member in FFA, Darling was led by h is two 

advisors, Ira Jump and Tom Stahl. He held various ch apter 

offices and became chapter president his senior year and 

also became a regional officer. During the 1983 State 

Convention of his senior year, Darling was elected to serve 

as the Michigan FFA State Secretary, received the Stare 

FFA Degree , honored as the State Star Farmer, received 

Dairy Proficiency Award and was state runner-up in the 

demonstration contest. He moved on to attend Michigan 

State University, during which he received his American 

FFA Degree. Darling states that, "FFA taught me adult 

responsibility, the art of communication, teamwork, goal 

setting and achieving, as well as the ability to understand 

success . FFA has , among ocher lifet ime opportunities, 

helped me to shape my life and future ." 

Darling's freshman year at MSU was a busy one. While 

serving as state secretary, he was also occupied majoring 

in animal science . During his time at Michigan State, 

he was active in the Dairy Club, Alpha Zeta Honorary, 

Student Senate, softball teams and the Dairy Judging 

Team. He also worked as a welding instructor, and assisted 

in the agricultural engineering labs among other several 

occupations, while still working weekends on the farm. 

During his sophomore year, Darling participated in an 

ove~seas pro_gram in London , England where his true pass ion 

for tnternauonal travel and business flourished. After four 

years of college, Darling graduated with a Bachelors De"ree 

in Animal Science and conti nued to pursue his Mas~ers 
Degree in Agricultural Economics . 

After gradu~ting from MSU, a m arket ing firm for frozen 

beef ~nd dairy genetics called World W ide Sire, which he 

was t en employed by, brought him ou r to California . He 

became Ar~a Director of Marketin g and covered sales in 
Europe , Asia and Russ · Th • . ta. e corporat10n required D arling 
to travel extensively f: 1 • 1 
h 

or e even years. Dunng his craves, 
e was always flying O . 

h 
. ver mountains and was awestruck ar 

t etr beauty Whil l' · . y· . 
1 

· e 1v10g 10 1sal1a, California, Darling 
was on y one hour aw f h f 
M

. l . ay rom t e 13,000 foot mountains o 
10era K10g Nation 1 p k h I 

H ' c d a ar , so e began to hike re"ular Y· 
ts ron ness for hiking · d h' 

0 

h b 
carne on to ts overseas trips where 

e em arked 1· b ' 
l 

on c 1m rng foreign soil. His love for spY 
nove s, culture food l d h 
f l d h' d . ' ' peop e an great atmosphere furt er 
uee is esueforcl' b' H . 

f 
. im mg. owever his true inspirar1°0 

or mount l' b' ' d 
h l 

ain c im mg came, not only from childho0 

orsep ay of 1· b ' · d 
b 

c im mg Into straw piles, hay mounds :in 
trees , ut from th b k S I 

e 00 , even Su m mits by Dick Bass :till 
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Frank Wells. This novel depicts two men who decided to 
climb the highest mountain on all seven continents . The 
adventure shared by these two men amazed Darling who 
decided co cry a few of their experiences . 

Dale Darling's first summit, out of a total of six climbed, 
was Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, which was followed by Elbrus 
in Russia, then Aconcagua in Argentina, then Mt. McKinley 

in Alaska, and then the prevalent obstacle of mountains: 
Mt. Everest in Tibet and Nepal. His latest summit was the 

Vinson Massif in Antarctica. Darling's seventh and final 

Summit will be in Australia in November 2006. This unique 

ambition started out first as a hobby and then became his 

passion to pursue all seven summits after achieving his fourth . 
His · · 1· b' h he vacattons were primarily mountam c 1m mg, w ere . 
wo uld finish one major climb per year, until succeed~ng 

Mc. Everest which took a total of two months. Followmg 
a Job change to Blue Diamond Growers (the world 's largeSt 

~l m_0nd cooperative) , where he is now currently employed, 

unng the middle of his seven summit climb, he was able to 
arrange I M' h ' Farm B two months leave, assisted by loca ic igan 
ureau t h' 

' 0 ac 1eve his goal. 

Duri ng h · d h things as 
tern ts experiences , Darling endure sue 
rn hperarures lower than -40oF and winds higher than 80 
P · Team k . h d"fr nee between Ii~ Wor , rn most cases, was t e 1 rere h 
e and d h h d · g thoug t of b . ear as well as having t e nu gm 

e1ng f · der of how 
Pre · rozen to death as a constant remm . 

Ctou5 l't . . I d d dehydracton , 
sick 1 e is . Other challenges me u e . . 

ness I h ' d eanng ID 
arn-i

0 
h, as we I as adapting to breat mg an 

1
. , 

sp er · I O f D ar mg s 
es wnh depleted oxygen !eve s. ne 0 

most frightening moments was balancing precariously on a 
six inch wide path that had a 5,000 foot drop and slipping 
on a steep, rocky edge . While on his climbing expeditions, 
it was not uncommon to see bodies of those less fortunate. 
"When you are on mountains seeing people die, experiencing 
first hand the value of life , you are able to keep the working 
world in perspective," said Darling. "You learn how to 

prioritize, communicate, the importance of teamwork, and 
how to efficiently and effectively pursue your personal and 

team goals ." 

Today, Dale Darling is enjoying ~arried life and h'.s 
involvement in his local church. He still plans to pursue his 
dream of cl imbing the Seven Summits and will accon:iplish 
this in November 2006 in Australia. He would also like to 
share his knowledge of the mountains with beginner_s and 

l 'k Every year Darling takes countless begmners 
experts a 1 e. ' h h b · 

· ountain climbs in California to teac t em as1c 
up vanous m S · h 

· · skills After finishing the Seven umm1ts , e 
mountameermg · b · 

1. b he Matterhorn in Switzerland as well as eg1n 
plans to c 1m t -
long cycling rides. 

k d the inevitable question of "why," Dale Darling 
When as e de by legendary climber, George Mallory, 
refers to a quo~e mMa E rest climb: "It 's not about failure 

d ' d his ount ve 
who te o~ ' not about living or dying - understand chat 
or success, Its E st to conquer yourself. Whether you 

h come to vere d h 
you ave y · the tree in the back yar , or t e 

1. b ' Everest , mson , . · 
are c tm mg k . ' bout doing your best and improvmg 

. tat wor , its a b 
new proJeC I h way we learn a little more a out 
your best, and a ong t e 

ourselves." 47 
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6.ANEW WAY 
1989-2006 

liie Reagan era in America came to an end in 1989 and th 1 k 
. . e country oo ed to a new time The M' h' looked ahead as a former Agnscience teacher and FFA advisor Ch 1 S d b . . i~ igan FFA, too, 

th 
. h. . . ' ar es ny er ecame the third Projects Consultant. A member of e Mic igan FFA himself while attending Marshall H. h s h 1 h h d h . 1g c oo , e a taug t at North Huron, 

Laingsburg, Homer, Qumcy and the Branch Area Career Center before coming to work at the state level. 

Darron Birchmeier, the 1997-1998 State Vice President, said, "Charles Snyder was dedicated to the FFA. Being a 
single man, the FFA was his family and he treated those in the FFA like one of his own. He was a passionate man 
and very detail-oriented which was very much necessary in his position. He worked hard to build relationships and 
was instrumental in getting the Michigan FFA to the great position it is in today." 

Under the guidance of Snyder, the association faced positive and progressive changes. He improved the quality.~d 
· · d d b h ffi t ams becoming the first to require the v1s1ts. quantity of chapter visits that were con ucte y t e state O cer e . , . . . . 

Snyder said, "It was the responsibility of state vice presidents to orgamze chapter v1s1ts to all the chapters m their 

region." 

Officers (or SLCCO, formerly known as Chapter President's 
Also, the State Leadership Conference for Chapter . al Officers or SLCRO. Held each summer 
C nfc d h. C nference for Reg10n ' d hi 0 erence) was joined by the State Lea ers ip O 

• • pire students at each level oflea ers P 
o th . . b h conferences contmue to ms 
n e campus of Michigan State University, ot 

to reach their full potential. . . 
fMichigan State Umvers1ty to 

d the campus o Al C vention move across . the Great Hall, state-of-

h
so, after nearly fifty years, the annual State on equipped with over 2,500 seats m 1 d maJ· or concerts. 

t e l Th. w home was al B adway p ays an 
h 

new Y erected Wharton Center. is ne b'lity to host large sc e ro . . th Michigan FFA State 
t e-ar . nd the capa i 1 convennons. e . 
...,.,h , t pro3ection screens, sound systems a revalent at ear y state . al tion of state convent10ns 
! Is f c re that was p this mus1c por 
B rnove allowed for the return o a ieatu h hout the state, 4s 
and Th d dvisors t roug 

· rough the work of Snyder an a 
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ot u 1 re ful lunch d 
0 d are 

ne a\ I the ea I ' . 
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Pauline Glassbrook ,,
1
1 

c<ll e, 
State Advisor Rich v ,

0 
1\a.rel~ 

and asked him to luncQ 

G lassbrook had b een 
th e longtime secretary 

to 

Harry Nesman and Wai 

St. Louis FFA Advisor Steve Beattie enjoys a hearty meal on the 1990 National FFA Convention trip 

a fervent supporter of 

the FFA and the you~ 

men and women sn; 

worked with. She ana 

her husband, Stanley, h~ 

never had children ana 

had a soft spot for rhc 

members of the Michigan 

FFA. The lunch wenr on 

without incident until 

returned and continues to entertain thousands to this 

day. State Conventions would never look the same again. 

The entire Michigan FFA would change, too; all because 

Dave Hildrebrand, the 1993-1994 . 
AmericanFFADe -ee H ' State President, receives his 

House of Rep -gr, .' tldrebrand went on to serve in the Michiua 

50 
resentatzves. 0 . n 

the end. The meal was eaten, the tip was left and Mn. 

Glassbrook pulled a check out of her purse and hand~ 

it to Karelse, adding that she hoped it m ight help. The 

check was for $100,000. 

With that generous contribution, the Pauline Glassbrool 

FFA Scholarship was created . The scholarship ~ 

awarded annually to students who are attending MSl' 

and pursuing a career as a teacher of agriscience. A fr11 

years lacer, Mrs. Glassbrook would help che M ichigJJI 

FFA Foundation begin an endowment that woJJ 

guarantee the future of the Michigan FFA. 

Bue no amount of money could stop inevitable change. J 

membership numbers decreased in Michigan and budt 

problems forced the elimination of many Agriscienei 

programs, it became apparent chat the regions in the sr.i~ 

~ad to be redrawn. The eight regions were originally crea_r~ 

m 1946 to ensure that each area had equal represe.11rat.1D 

on the state officer team and to make contests be~~~ 
areas easier (before this time contests were held wJd~ 

• • 0111 

county associauons and small informal disrricrs, 5 
. 1 

h ~~ 
c apters nor even being included in a county assocJa,,,d 

di . ) . f,iJ"' 
or . stncr · So, in 1996, eight regions became sV:• wif 
regions changed in some way or another, the Iargesr ch rl 
ha · · • . fcheefl 

ppenmg m Region VI which now cons1sred O • 
51
J:1· 

Upper Peninsula and the top half of the Lower pentfl 
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is 

. diese lean year~ ho" c ver rhac Mich i 
,as in . gan 

Jr'' of irs greatest tnumphs. In 1995 R d 
0rne , an y 

had sh of rhe Hopkins FFA Chapter was named th 
ros us e 

pet . al FF.A's Star Farmer - the first national star in 

Nanon · w· h SAE · 
. h' n's history. it an of Dairy Production 

~~ " ' 

hus commented,, I grew up somewhere between 
Petros 
die rnilking parlor an_d the t~actor cab ... I always knew 

h I wanted to do m m y life. I wan ted to be a dairy 
w at 

f r. rhe way of life I loved and cherished ." 
arrne ' 

just one year later, a member of the Marshall FFA, 

Chad Bischoff, was named the 1996 National FFA Star 

in Agribusiness. Two stars in a row! Bischoff started 

simply cutting firewood and selling it, but soon, it led 

ro a business opportunity in which he and his father 

owned there own business, dealing Sachs-Dolmar 

chainsaws, Bolen tractors and more. H e said, "I would 

certainly be remiss if I didn't credit the FFA program 

and the agriscience classes I had in high school for some 

of my success. I was exposed to the opportunity to have 

---· • • .'.: ";!" . - rw 

an SAE d 'l . 
an earnmg to do' and 'd . 

the encouragement of d . omg to learn.' Through 
my a visor and f h 

able to achieve th h. d 1· my at er, I was 
e t ir me of the , . 

live ' As I • . motto, earnmg to 
· concm ue b · 

beco . in my usmess enterprise, I hope to 

' . . me more involved in the last line of the FFA 
livmg to ,, I 1 motto, 

. serve . . . ook forward to the challenge each 

~ay bnngs. The FFA has provided me with direction and 

mcentives to meet those challenges. 

In 1997, a 25 year chapter closed in the Michigan FFA 

as State Advisor Rich Karelse and Executive Secretary 

Charlie Arensmeier retired. According to Karelse, the 

State Department of EducatioJ?, had been urging the "old 

timers" as he put it, to retire. So, both he and Arensmeier 

sat down individually and crunched the numbers, 

eventually deciding that the time was right. 

As Arensmeier retired, the position of Executive Secretary 

was completely done away with. The duties held by that 

office were transferred to the Projects Consultant Charlie 



. . fi Decker. The office Snyder and his then assistant, Jenm er . . ld 
d h he posiuon wou of State Advisor was change so t at t 

no longer be held by an employee of the State Department 
h P . Consultant became of Education, instead t e roJects d . h d" an the State Advisor. Thus, three jobs wit iverse 

•b·1· · ombined into one. innumerable responsi i mes were c . 
Some thought that the Michigan FFA lost a little prestige 
that day. 

When Karelse and Arensmeier stepped down, the 
knowledge that they had given life to the association 
and kept it running was in the minds of all involved with 
the Michigan FFA. Of Arensmeier, Bruce Struder, the 
1975-1976 Region VI State President, said, "I wonder if 
he really knows how many opportunities he provided to 
young men like myself. He is the type of man I hope I 
can be remembered as." Karelse also received powerful 
praise. Former Ovid-Elsie FFA Advisor Alan Alaga 
simply remarked that, "He will always be by the owl." 

Jennifer Decker, longtime state FFA office secretary and "mom" 
A mere two years later, another retirement hit the all of the other skills to be a successful teacher. I di! Michigan FFA. Charles Snyder stepped down as State not want to be one who hung on beyond his or her Projects Consultant and State Advisor. He said, "I 
was three months shy of sixty when I retired. The job 
requires a lot of energy and motivation in addition to 

Members of the Montague FFA Chapter 
52 

productive years." 

The students who had worked with Snyder not ocl! 
learned how ro 
be good srare 

officers, but beCTer 
adults as we~• 

h Daile1· Step en ' 
the 1990-1991 
Region III Searl 

V . Presidenr, ice . 
'd " one of h1' Sal , , • • . 

• 0) 

favorite sayino 
' [(1 

that he drilled in 
h J1ir us so muc , 

1 jr J) 
I still fol ow ' bl 

1 r. [0 years ace · Ji" ear. 
five minuces r~ 

b ci.rJle, is to e on bl 
· is co be on wne Jar/ be , late and co ,,· ' ble• is unaccepca 
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h 



I did 

r her 

only 

to 

itate 

!tter 

veil. 
iley, 

991 
rate 

~nt, 

his 
ngs 

1tO 

:iat 

15 
be 

rl)' 
co 
be 

,,, 

-::; 
'"J 

The 1998-199 added "M 9 State FFA President, Nathan Clark 
' r Sn d 1 , ttu,, · Y er et you know when you messed up . me I kn . . it for y ow - but you snll knew he was domg 
our own d associar· goo as well as for the good of your Ion H h have rn. · e as a heart of gold. Though you may 

t essed u h 
0 

lunch . P, t e next day you were probably going 
1v WI th him · d r d · 

as like - pa1 ror by him of course - an 1t 
nothi ng ever happened." 

\Xriien s Tl) nyder r . d . h fi ' lllber f enre , he was replaced with t e rS
t 

~i h· o state st ff h f'C. . h 
c tga F a to ave been a state o ucer in t e 

and n FA B . Stat · ecom1ng the State ProJ· ects Consultant 
e Ad · visor in 1999 was Jeff Hawes who had 

Life ca,, 
(Jt,rfi Ot,fy b ersto e 

bac,;,,d 
bflt ards 
b "'"st , 
e lived 
~ 

served as the 1988-1989 Region I State Vice President. 
He went on to become an Agriscience teacher and FFA 
advisor at Homer before stepping up to state service. 

With Hawes at the helm, more improvements were made. 
Two more national stars were named from Michigan. 
Ryan Sweeney of rhe Mason FFA was named National FFA Scar in Agribusiness in 2001 and three years lacer, 
Jeremy Glaspie from Springport was named the Nari~nal FFA Star in Agriscience. It was clear ro all char MIC!ugan .

11 
hotbed of agricultural endeavors. was stl a 

. h kn wledge it didn't help increase membership Despite t at o , 
53 
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numbers. Membership for the 2003-2004 yea~ fel_l to 

l f 4 966 - the second lowest membership smce 
a ow o , f 
1938-1939. Only a year before that, the number o 

chapters in Michigan became 98. The last time Michigan 

had that few chapters, the year was 1930. The future 

was, and to some degree, uncertain. 

In 2003, then State Reporter Scott Smalley along with 

MSU Professor and longtime supporter of the Michigan 

FFA Michael Woods decided that the time was right 

to establish a new avenue of communication for the 

Michigan FFA. In March of that year, they debuted 

the Michigan FFA Creed magazine, a bi-monthly 

publication that would be inserted into the issues of 

the New Horizons that would be sent to Michigan 

members, lifelong alumni, advisors and sponsors. The 

magazine would be looked at by other state associations 

when designing their own inserts and never stop working 
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rowards the goal of j usrl; ~in d .. c -. r ely celeb .· 
. - h ra l n1 

the many accompl1shm enrs ot t e L\. :: , _;Jn FFA '. 
. anc 

its membership. 

Near the middle of the fi rst decade ol- the n e~ 

millennium, many changes were brewing. J ff Hawes 

after six years of steady progression as the State FF,i 

ProJ· ects Consultant, stepped down from tha t positio · n. 

He was replaced by David Wyrick, longtime advisor o/ 

the Byron FFA Chapter and principal of that school, 

Wyrick envisioned a bright future for the association 

and continues to work toward that future. 

The State FFA Office also saw a change and a movt 

The office had been located in Agriculture Hall on th: 

old part of the MSU campus, but in 2004, deparrmenr 

within the MSU College of Agriculture and Naturo. 

Resources were shuffled, including the FFA. Thus, th, 
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_. oved across campus to the Natural Resourc '"'s 
othce rn . . d , 

d
. where 1t sits to ay. 

Bui\ ing 

h days of summer 2005 were winding down As t e • . , 
trous winds and torrential rams were beating inons 

down the landscape of the Gulf Coast as Hurricane 
Katrina destroyed the homes and personal belongings 
of the people of southern Louisiana, Mississippi 
and Alabama, killing thousands and leaving literally 
millions homeless. Hundreds of FFA chapter and 
Agriscience programs were destroyed. While these 
people are hundreds of miles away from the members 
of the Michigan FFA, a sense of brotherhood overcame 
the membership and the National FFA program, Seeds 
of Hope, came to our shores. Chapters across the state 
raised money and collected food. 

lt was evident to all associated with the Michigan FFA 

that a new, bright day had come F . 
over fort ear . . or the first time in 

y y s, a National Officer would 11 M' h' home R ca 1c 1gan 
. yan Peterson from the Cassopolis FFA Chapter 

was elected to serve as the 2005-2006 E R . 
N . . astern eg10n 

auonal Vice President. 

A year later, after nearly a twenty year absence, the 
Michigan FFA State Convention went back ro its old 
home at the MSU Auditorium. The 78th State FFA 
Convention was gaveled into session at the same place 
where E.E. Gallup had bid goodbye to the association he 
helped establish and the same place where girls had been 
voted into membership. 

And the Michigan FFA continues to move on. Students 
from Cassopolis to Ubly and from Golightly to Stephenson 
share in the lessons that are taught in the classroom, 
experienced in the SAE and expressed in the FFA. 
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7. A LEGACY OF SERVICE 
THE MICHIGAN FFAALUMNI 

Ir was reported in the March 1934 issue of the Michigan Future Farmer newsletter that "There is a growing 

demand for an organization of 'former F.F.A.s' - Michigan will surely send her quota of delegates to this first 
national convention when it is called." 

That first national convention for "former F.F.A.s" was finally called in 1972 when the National FFA Alumni was 

formed. That same year, the Michigan Future Farmers of America Alumni Association was created and a new 

legion of leadership was established for those that hoped to stay involved in the agricultural organization. Within 

five years, nearly a dozen affiliate chapters had chartered with the state association. 

Leading the Michigan FFA Alumni is a state council, comprised of a president, vice president, secretary, a vice 

president from each region, an at-large member and an administrative director. The administrative director has 

usually been housed at the Michigan Farm Bureau where he or she also acts as the Young Farmer Director. In the 

early years of the 21st Century, a past state offic~r representative has also served on the council. 

Ti 6 ·1d 1: h FFA hapter level in 1988 the Michigan FFAAlumni began sponsoring a trip to the o u1 support wr t e on a c ' . 
N · l F • 1: h . h hool administrators school board members and others. By targetmg these 

anona FA Convent10n 1or 1g sc ' . . . . . 
· d. ·d . d h h d · istrators will realize how beneficial It 1s to have an FFA chapter m theu 1n 1v1 uals, the alumm hope t at t ea mm . . . . . 

h b d 
d what the FFA is. Admm1strators will meet with members of theu 

sc ools by allowing them to etter un erstan . 
h U A 

· 1 l Education staff alumm members and the state FFA officers. 
0 me chapter (if one exists), MS gncu tura ' 

1: M hall FFA advisor Floyd Beneker stated, "I felt a great deal of 
Lon · FFA l · ber and rormer ars 

gtime a umm mem h l 1 cook part in this powerful event. On the final morning 
enth . b ·1d· h d y as the sc oo personne 

• usiasm u1 mg eac a b . told of their experiences as FFA members and what FFA 
bet h d' h h M t gue chapter mem ers ore ea mg ome, t e on a . . h h ol leaders. The ... fieldtrip will continue to be one 
rn . all d n 1mpress10n on t e sc o . 

ean to them. This re y ma e a M ' h. FFA Alumni. The more we can promote the premier 
of h d by the 1c 1gan t e most important events sponsore 57 
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Michigan Department of Agriculture Director Dean Pridgeon and Mike Kovacic, Michigan FFA State A !umni Chairman 

leadership of the FFA, the more agriscience programs 

and FFA chapters we will have in Michigan." 

The Michigan FFA Alumni also works to ensure that 

FFA members can take advantage of all the opportunities 

available to them. Through funds raised at the state 

ann ual alumni banquet and meeting's silent auctio 
ns, 

full and partial scholarships are given out to students 

who want to attend the Washington L d h' 
ea ers 1p 

Conference. There, students can meet . h h . 

. Wit t eir 
leg1slators, see historic sights and be trai d . h fi 

. ne int e ner 
pomrs of leadership, teamwork and cit' B 

. izenry. ecause 
of the scare alum111, dozens of young d 

h . men an Women 
ave been to chis conference that orh . 

erw1se Would 
have been able to go. not 

The srace alumni aren't above . 
Id fi encouraging som 

o un , too. Each year ac th M' h' e good 

Convention · E e ic igan FFA S 
111 asr Lansing, the I . tare 

a umn1 sponsor the 

• · · or apples 
Wednesday night dance. Sc rvmg up pizza 

and apple cider, thousands of FFA members c~ 

d. , b leadership 
1stress for two hours anu forget a out 

· a for an 
contests, proficiency rankin gs and runnmo , 

fifi d . h , ompan1, 0 
ce an Just dance and en joy each ot er 5 c · 

--r d h d . countless 10 
ay, t e Michigan FFA Alumni an its . es 

fifil' h conunu 
a late c apters througho ut the state . ha 

its p · bers wH 
rom1se - a promise to p rovide mem 

0

, 

su ak dvanrav 
PP

0
rt system that will allow them to t e a ffA· 

of every opportunity that is offered in rbe Ffi 
Alumni ch cc • duat1ng 

apters oner scholarships to gra . work 
members fi . . al nnon, 

1 . ' nance trips to nat10n conve uci 

With skill d l . nd so J1l 

s an eadersh1p contest teams a . is •1 

more It' c 
5 

rhere 
· s Sare to assume that as long a . rhf 

strong alu . f Mich1g,111 , r 
mni presence in the state o . rh.1 

memb -1 esS'' 
ers Wi I continue to achieve rhe succ 

they have become d 
use to. 
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Attendees of the 2005 Administrator's Trip to National Conventio 

FFA members enjoy the State FFA Convention Dance, sponsored by 

the Michigan FFA Alumni 





7. BUILDING 
A CORNERSTONE 

THE MICHIGAN FFA FOUNDATION 

While the National FFA Foundation ~as established as far back as 1944, Michigan didn't establish its own 

foundation until nearly 40 years later in 1981. 

This isn't to say that Michigan waited that long to seek out financial contributors. In the early days of the Michigan 

Future Farmers, many companies assisted chapters by providing them with useful materials. As early as 1930, Swift 

and Company had donated framed portraits of George Washington and Thomas Jefferson to any chapter that 

requested them - the John Deere Company added a miniature plow to each chapter's paraphernalia. 

The first time donors were honored happened in March 1947 at the State Convention. Luke H . Kelly, then 

Executive Secretary of the Michigan FFA, assembled a group of fifteen businesses and corporations that had made 

generous donations to the Michigan Future Farmers in the past year. Among these were Michigan Milk Producers 

Association, A&P Tea Company, Kroger Grocery and Baking Company, General Motors Cooperation, J .I. Case and 

Company, Deere and Company, Standard Oil Company of Indiana and Allis Chalmers Company. 

The steps toward the formation of the Michigan FFA Foundation as we know it to exist today began at the 1981 

State FFA Convention. It was here that the state foundation was voted into existence by attending delegates. Almost 

immediately, the Michigan FFA Foundation set out creating a body of work to raise monies for the state programs. 

The first theme was Building Tomorrow's Today and the first fundraising effort asked each chapter to solicit $100 

in local contributions_ the North Branch FFA being the first to rise to the challenge. Earl Martindale became the 

first individual to contribute to the group. By the fall of 1982, the Michigan FFA Foundation had garnered its first 

$1 ,000. 

Despite the best of efforts, the Foundation floundered in those early years. It wasn't until the MSU College of Agriculture 

and Natural Resources (CANR) became involved that the ball truly got rolling. Dr. Jake Wamhoff, a former teacher 

of Vo-Ag at Ubly, was at that time the chairperson of the Agricultural Extension and Education (AEE) Department 

6l 
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Don't 
Gamble 
on the 
Future 

within the 

cANR and 

had sat on the 

Michigan 4-H 

Foundation 

Board of 

Directors. 

Wamhoff 

liked the 

structure 

and, as a firm 

supporter , 

wanted to 

strengthen the 

MichiganFFA 

Foundation . 

Teamed up 

with Charles 

Snyder, 

Charlie 

Arensmeier 

and Rich 

Karelse, they 

set out to 

accomplish 

just that. 

In 1993, the 

. ' Michigan 

FFA Foundation hired its first Executive Director D 

Kr O • • all , ave 

~eger. ngm y of Idaho, Krueger was hired in a 

~niqu~ way. The funds were not available to hire a full 

nme director so a deal was worked . th 
. out m at 50% of his 

time would be dedicated to the foundation 25o/c h 

Michigan Association of Agriscience Edu ' (:,rt~ A\ e 

and ch M " h" cators ,vl.IV\.t) 

e ic igan Horticultural Teachers . . 

(M HTA) and the ocher 25<¾ f th . Association 
o o e time he would 

as an Associate Professor at MSU I . serve 

d I 
· mmed1ately Kr 

an c 1e Foundation Bo d fo · ' ueger 
ar o irectors set ab b . . 

a cornerstone. out uildmg 

Also char year, John H·1 h 
p -

1 t , w o was th · 

resident of rhe Fo d . en servmg as the 

. . . un anon B0·1rd of o · 
tnmate a successful fi d . . , irectors, helped 

un raising 
to this day. Hile wh . program that continue 

, o Just so happened to b Ch . s 
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of the Boar<l of l ~L J~ r~, ,~ .., ~, rked With ER. 

Company and offe red the ;- r:-,;_ .:,Jn FFA Coil 11 
. 

. ecr0 

--r. tor These model tractors ""~1c..: available in Q . r 
1 rac • 

ua]1ty 

F m & Fleet and Country Post stores across th 
ar . . . e state 

with all proceeds gomg d irectly to the Michigan FFA 

Foundation. That first year, $26,000 was raised. The 

tractor series is still offered, today by Tractor Supply C 
0, 

stores. 

Someone who helped in strengthening the Foundation 

was Pauline Glassbrook. In addition to the $100,000 

that she originally gave, beginning the Glassbrook 

Scholarships, she also gave a sum in November 1993 that, 

when added with other substantial donations, would 

become the Glassbrook Endowment. This endowment 

accrues a generous amount of interest each year, half 

of which is put back into the trust so that it will grow 

and the other half is awarded in grants to high school 

programs and FFA and Agriscience programs, allowing 

them to add a new aspect to their curriculum or FFA 

chapter, providing for the continued development of 

students across the state. 

The Michigan FFA Foundation grew to a point chat a 

full time director was needed. In 1994, Krueger became 

an assiStant MSU professor in Agricultural and Natur~ 

Resources Communications. . 

At the time of Krueger's departure, the foundation faced 

another chan Th h f Jack 
. ge. roug rlte strong support o 

Laune, ~he President of the 1',/ 1chigan Farm Bureau, the 

foundatton m d h . L jnu, 

. ove to t ose h eadquarters m ans i, 

Julie Chamb l · 
h ell' 

. er am, a MFB em ployee, became t e n 

executive director. 

In succeedin 
ould 

h g years, the executive director w 

c ange often Aft Ch ,u11e, 

foll d . · er amberlain, Josh Merchant c 

owe , in ord b Fl rnoY, 

K P 
er, Y Molly Avis Corey ou 

ate O 
, 11 

Wers and M ,oUJlr 

Prof; . egan Hirschman. These ) 1 

ess1onals Would . _1-, in [Jle 

found • conunue to inspire growu, 
auon. 

With rh 
. ·,1•' 

e new · 11 drais1 : 

event. The fi mi ennia came a new fu n ·
1
d j,i 

the surn rSr FFA Masters Golf Outing w:15 j,e .,/; 

mer of 20 I· er,~ 
OO at the Emerald at Map c 
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ecirr

larur-

Golf Course near Sr. Johns, J\lich1gan. Here, players 

complete an 18-hole game before enjoying a sreak 

dinner and auction. The money raised from thi.~ evenc 

is used annually for the six regional camps. 

A new opportunity for financial advancement appeared 

in 2004. At that time, the Michigan FFA and National 

FFA Foundations partnered up to host an FFA Race 

Day at the Michigan International Speedway (MIS) in 

Brooklyn, Michigan. Heavily advertised as a worthwhile 

fundraising event, with the simple phrase, 'Tm with 

the FFA," attendees could meet NASCAR drivers, win 

prizes and gain entrance to the FFA hospitality tent and 

more. During its first year of existence, the FFA race 

day raised $2,500 and continues to this day, only now, 

it is the Michigan FFA and the Ohio FFA that partners 

for the event. 

That same year, the former State FFA Project Consultant, 

Charles Snyder, designated a $500,000 estate gift to the 

foundation. This is the largest gift that has even been 

given to the Michigan FFA Foundation. Snyder said, 

"I thought about making this gift for a long time, and I 

decided I wanted to pay tribute to all those wonderful 

students who did so much to enrich my life. What 

better way to do that than to support future generations 

of young people enrolled in agriscience and FFA 

programs." 

In 2006, it was announced that the Michigan FFA 

Foundation now in its 25th year, would be returning 
' . . ' 

to the place of its creating: Michigan State Umversitys 

College of Agriculture and Natural Resources. After 

a lengthy absence, it was hoped that this move wo~ld 

stir the foundation to build upon its legacy of lucrative 

financing and expand its horizons. 

FOUND1i\TION 

DIRECTORS 

David Krueger 

1991-1994 

Joshua Merchant 

1999-2001 

Corey Flournoy 

2003-2004 

Julie Chamberlain 

1994-1999 

Molly Avis 

2001-2003 

Kate Powers 
2004-2005 

Megan Hirschman 
2005-Present 
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INTO THE FUTURE ... 

We were born into a time of great depression and came of age during world war. As our nation debated civil rights 
among the races and genders, we took action. In the FFA, growth isn't just an idea to which we give lip service, it is 
an essential ideal embedded into our members. 

This ideal of growth has taken us to heights that those original farm boys who met one day in May 1929 could never 
have foreseen. Today, there are FFA chapters in downtown Detroit and new programs are popping up every year at 
urban technical centers. Young women assume over half of all leadership positions and all of the hues of humanity 
can be found wearing the blue corduroy. What would those original Michigan Future Farmers have to say about all 

this change - all this progression? 

Without the advent of a time machine (and leave it to an FFA member to have the drive to make this piece of science 
fiction a reality), we can only guess. But we can hope that those who gave birth to a movement, an organization and 
an idea would look upon us like proud, doting grandfathers - grandfathers that toiled and gave of themselves so that 

their namesakes could reap the rewards of so much blood, sweat and tears. We can hope. 

And as we look into the past, wide eyes cannot help but turn towards an unknown future: of both agriculture and 

the Michigan FFA. 

We believe in the future of agriculture, but the details of that future are best left to a "great discussion filled with 

experts and ideas and diction and energy and honesty." 

What does the crystal ball hold for this association? Will we once again see a state membership of 10,000? Will we 

be able to keep up with the times as we have in the past? We can hope. 

E 'f G d r b'd h day when the FFA is no more and the blue corduroy jackets have been packed 
ven 1 , 0 10r i t ere comes a . . 

a . 'b h illions of young men and women have stood for will never die. The lessons 
way to never agam e worn, w at m . • l aft h d b' r · 

th h .. G h ds are still imbedded m our bemgs ong er t e ay we 1d rarewell to high 
at we are taug t as naive reen an 

school and high school dreams. These lessons are universal. 
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h FFA deserves a grand 
It's been said by some that t _e . where we 
national monument - perhaps m Kansas City. . 
were founded or in Indianapolis where ho~e is ~r ~ven 
on the mall in Washington D.C. - and while this is an 
amazing sentiment, it isn't completely necessary. _Our 
monument can be found in the young student who 1s no 
longer fearful to stand up and speak in front of their peers. 
Our monument can be found in young men and women 
who are returning to the high school classroom, only this 
time as teachers of agriculture in efforts of giving back 
back some of what was given to them. Our monument 
can be found all over this nation, in all avenues of the 
workforce, the halls of government and yes, the few 
remaining great fields of agriculture. Our monument lies 
with the member and the former member and the way 
they live their lives. There is nothing grander that can 
ever be created out of stone and cement. 

~d now we are left with the knowledge that the future 
is not for us to decide. The students that make 
the membership of the Michigan FFA ulp hal . are constant y 
c lenged with the mission of leading their chapter, 

region or the entire ,1ssoc iacion co bi . . . . b . gger and 
things. This m1ss10n 1s est s tJted in a r cl. bett . . . ea in h er 
at one nme given every Memo rul Day b hgt at w 

· I O · D · d · - y t e Ill _as 
acnng coup e ss1e av1s an w1te Ruby Dee I arried 
is Ours, they present the challenge and h · n loda1 

. opes of J 

American generanon. May the coming ge . eve~ 

b h
. i: · nerat10 

our mem ers 1p 10rever nse to meet the chall ns of 
their time. enges of 

Today is ours - let's live it. 
And love is strong - let's give it. 
A prayer can help - let's say it. 
And peace is dear - let's bring it. 

Ihe past is gone - don't rue it. 
Our work is here - let's do it. 
Ihe worU is wrong - let's right it. 
If evil comes - let's fight it. 

Ihe road is rough - let's clear it. 
The future vast - don't fear it. 
Is faith asleep? - let's wake it. 
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TE OFFICERS -
STA 

1 s- -=,9-1930 

~~-;~ 

Back Row: Harry Gibson, Treasurer, Fowlerville; Truman Berwyn Pemberton, Exec Committee, Imlay City; Edwara 
Strenzel, Reporter, Reed City; Edward E. Gallup, State Advisor 

Front Row: Charles Gill, Exec Committe, Ypsilanti; Charles Lewis Taylor, Secretary, Caro; Keith Tanner, Presidenr, 
Charlotte; Frank A. Swagart, VP, St. Johns (Not pictured: Glen W. Munsell, Exec Committe, Fowlerville) 

STATE OFFICERS - 1930-1931 

Barry Gibson 
Secretary 

Fowfervitle 

(Notp· 
zctured- C'-

• 17arles L ...,.. 
. iayfor, p . 

S~n:._ . res1,ln._. 

Charles Gill 
Treasurer 
Ypsilanti 

Lewis I(. f{eyd 
"ttee Exec Cornrnt 

Luther 



STATE 0FFIC]ERs _ 193 1-1932 

Harry Gibson 
President 

Fowlerville 

Lloyd W. Ruesick 
Vice President 

Adrian 

(Not pictured: Lawrence Stowe, Secretary, Williamston; Clarence Warner, Treasurer, Centreville; Harold Hendershot, 
Reporter, Imlay City; Gerald Krupp, Exec Committe, Grand Ledge; Earl C McKim, Exec Committe, Ypsilanti) 

STATE OFFICERS - 1932-1933 

Carl D. Shopbell 
Secretary 
Dansville 

F, · ove· d I Aldrich, Treasurer, arrgr, ' 
VP, Beaverton; \,¼~ · d Webb, 

(Not pi "/le- Willis McCulloch, Committee, Leslie; Lynwoo 
ctured: Morell Ruffell, President, Centre~ ' ard Broumlee, Exe:/) 

Paul Kuhful, Reporter, Haslett; bee Cornrnitte, Howe 
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STATE OFFICERS - 1933-1934 

Carl D. Shopbell 
President 

Dansville 

Kenneth Schram 
Exec Committee 

Mason 

(Not pictured: Douguts Gainder, VP, Hickory Corners; Donald Piper, Secretary, Bangor; Carl Loss, Treasurer, Deckerville; 

Anthony Smith, Reporter, Benton Harbor; Robert Smith, Exec Committee, Luther) 

STATE OFFICERS - 1934-1935 

Loron Walker 
Treasurer 

Olivet 

Norman Smalley 
Reporter 
Dansville 

(Not pictured: Donald p · 
. J. 

zper, Presid 
rjot1" 

Robert Follmer, Exec ;nt, B~ngor; Kenneth C O retttl'J, J/tlf' 

omrn,ttee, Edwa dsb · !sen, VP, Howell· Robert Robinson, Sec _ 1 

r, urg; 'ohn r. a 
• 0 '•erfJOS/ 

JI I'} PP'.1'>7 /'I .,.., f;...,. n,. r ,...,,,., ,,,n 1t t ee. R, 



STATE OFFICERS _ 1935_ 1
936 

. 
Norman Smalley 

President 
Dansville 

(Not pictured: Roy J Hickey, v7;> Fairgrove; Wilbur Lohr, Secretary, Dundee; Fred Schuneman, Treasurer, Imlay City; 
Keith C. Sowerby, Reporter, Greenville; Herschel L. Krebs, Exec Committee; Fay Heim, Exec Committee, Luther) 

STATE OFFICERS - 1936-1937 

Norman Hull 
Secretary 
Bangor 

•,, Treasure,; Addison; uz . Lawrence 1narr. . 1 
(Notp. . h d D Leslie, VP. Ypsi ntt; , Exec Committee, Fairgrove/ 

ictured· 1v?•tb h ·a D Jee· Rzc ar. · u ,'d '"etcal': c, · w z ur Lo r. Presz ent, una, , C ·ttee· narot, ivi, ':/' 
rJarfes WI . ' C off Exec ommz ' 

mtney, Reporter, Leslie; Burdette arr ' 



STATE OFFICERS - 1937-1938 

Norman Hull 
President 
Bangor 

Leon Childs 
Exec Committee 

Unionville 

Willis H. Griffin 
Secretary 

Beaverton 

(Not pictured: Ulysses P. Tremblay, VP, Flushing; Orvil/ Rasmussen, Treasurer, Big Rapids; Cleo W Buxton, Reporter, Haskrr; 

Robert Dennis, Exec Committee, Adrian) 

STATE OFFICERS - 1938-1939 

Dean M. Radtke 
Secretary 

Morrice 

Wilmot McDowell 
Exec Committee 

Union City 

(Not pictured· 1w•1t· H 1 
. 

. Wl lS G ifji 
tl ' 

. rt n, President B tt r, 01 
' eaverton . Ra Repor 

L. G. Rothne,, 'E '}mC0nd Powell, VP, Haslett; Donald Eppe/heimer, 
.,,, xec omm · 1v,,.. 

zttee, w illiamston) 



STATE OFFICERS 1939 - -1940 

President 
Morrice 

(Not pictured: Milo F. Harrocks, VP, Onaway; Frank Merriman, Secretary, Deckerville; Donald Smith, Treasurer, 
Stockbridge; Wilfred Bennett, Reporter, Milford; James Hemminger, Exec Committee, Buchanan; 

Dale McAlvey, Exec Committee, Farwell) 

STATE OFFICERS - 1940-194l 

Leo M. Cropsey 
Reporter 

Dowagiac 

Deckerviile; Bernard 
. L Reich, Secretary, . ) 

(fV . . A Small, VR Benzon111; ::_b . Exec Committee, 7hree Rivers 
0t Pz ·ft . Lewis · R b ·t /VI 10 If/ , W·tsctured: Frank Merriman, President, Deckervt e, . Mt. Pleasant; o e1 . 

z on r, E c Committee, 
' reasurer, Leslie; Russell Johnston, xe 
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STATE OFFICERS - 1941-1942 
_ __ ,,_~"'"'"'!'!""!'l"l~~s:Jl:7"'~'l'-'?!l!""-"!'19"-"'"!~,:'.7~~ 

,'. ' ,: ' ~--· . 
/ ,' .... ' 

'{ . 
'• " 

-· .' .··· .. 

L to R: Max Decker, Treasurer, Deckerville; Luke H. Kelly, State Executive Secretary; George Fogle, Secretary, 

Okemos; Robert Bush, Exec Committee, Caro; Francis Bryde, VP, Eaton Rapids; Elwood Mellinger, Exec Committee 

Ithaca; Leo Reich, President, Deckerville; Don Southworth, Reporter, Elkton; Harry E. Nesman, State Advisor , 

STATE OFFICERS - 1942-1943 

Dorwin Williams 
Secretary 

Dansville 

l"~ _:. 

_J .. A : . ' . ;~··>;,-\ z:• .. _; \ ~ . 
Paul W. Seeger 

Reporter 

Bath 

. . . d T, urer, Reese; 
(Not pictured: George Fogle, President, Okemos; Harold Shannon, VP, Dowagiac; John E. An rus, reas 

Donald L. Lahring, Exec Committee, Byron; Donald Seager, Exec Committee, Onsted) 



:e, 

Back Row: Luke H. Kelly, State Executive Secretary; Merle W. Harris, Treasurer, Edwardsburg; Douglas Barlond, 
Reporter, Olivet; Donald Spencer, Exec Committee, South Haven; Harry E. Nesman, State Advisor 

Front Row: Dorwin Williams, President, Dansville; Max A. Loudenbeck, VP, Maple Rapids; Donald L. Allen, 
Secretary, Williamston 

(Note: Ro/,and D. Murphy of Mid/,and was originally elected as VP but due to the WWII draft, he resigrzed and Max 
Loudenbeck, originally an Exec Committee member was appointed as the VP) 

STATE OFFICERS - 1944-1945 

. . Luke H. Kelly, Scace 
·ccee Berrien Spnngs, 

Comm1 ' Stan.di ond Marske, Exec VP, Williamscon auiac 
ng: Lyle Lvnd Treasurer, Olivet; Raym R b c E Oescerle, ' 

6
. Secrerary, Dow t> 

·1 ' • o er · J Ro 1nson, Executive Secretary, G d Ledge; A. . 
. d Reporter, ran C mittee, Seated: Ronald K. Richmon ' Peterson, Exec om 

. . Lawrence . 
President, Wi/ltarnston, ittee, Deckerville) 

(Not pictured: Donald L. Allen, d F Le Exec Comm 
(' _ • . ,- /, U n11Pn: Edwar, 00 

, 
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STATE OFFICERS - 1945~ 1946 

Dale Rosel 
President 

Coopersvilk 

Leonard Johnson 
Vice President 

Olivet 

Merlyn R. Swab 
Treasurer 
Okemos 

Wendell Wilk 
Reporter 

Alma 

(Not pictured: Ray H. Peffers, Secretary, Rudyard; Clifton Wells, Exec Committee, Jonesville; Carlton Woodhams, Exec Committee, Allegan) 

STATE OFFICERS - 1946-194 7 

Gordon A. Briggs 
President 

Romeo 

Jack V. Miller 
Region IV State VP 

Ovid 

Mark Owens 
Region VII State VP 

Midland 

(Not pictured: Ted Moe, Secretary Midla d· R b C Mor,i,, Region I State VP, D,;atur; cZa~l,:W~i:::, ;"''.""'" Hastings; Donald E. Beebe, Reporter. Onsted; Richard 
VP, Fairgrove; Charles Hendrickson Reoi VS VP. ' egion II State VP, Springport; Frank Buich RefT'ion Ill State 

' o•0 n tate , Fremont· Ral h Cla k . ' o· . o,, H-
Pe+l-'ers R · VII S ' 'P r ' Region VI State VP, Traverse Ctty; £UtJ . :JJ< ' egion tate VP, Rudyard) 
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STATE 0 FFICERs _ 
194 7-1948 

John Heim 
President 

Traverse City 

Keith Little 
Secretary 

Cass City 

Elmore Higby 
Region III State vP 

Romeo 

Richard Sandbrook 
Region V State VP 

B/,anchard 

(Not pictured: Gordon Nash, Treasurer, Ionia; George Frost, Jr., Reporter, Romeo; Norman Grigsby, Region I State v?, 

Allegan; Eldine R. Finkbeiner, Region II State VP, Saline; Dale Southward, Region IV State v?, Olivet; Bob D. Herner, 

Region v1 State VP, Marion; Walter E. Pieper, Region VIII State vT, Pinconning) 

STATE OFFICERS - 1948-1949 

Jerry L. Jorgensen 
President 

Williamston 

Harry-Densmore 

Secretary 

Alma 

Max McConnell 
Reporter 

Olivet 

A. LaJean Marshall 
Regi.on J State VP 

Quincy 

Loren Gerber 

Region VJ State VP 
Reed City 

E tt G Bristol, Region 
. ,n11ort· vere . G J 

. fl State VE Sprtnor ' VE Fremont; eorge . 
~.,, d, Region • V State , 

(Not · • R Dean mea ' l P. Sneller, Region River) 

II pictured: Dean Sloan, Treasurer, Almont, N. S t rm Alma; Car · . VJ.JI State VE Iron 

IS R · ta e v 1 ' Region 
tate VP, Almont· Richard Bigelow, egion O da · EurFene James, 

' VP, sco ' 'b 

Lombard, Region VII State ' · 
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Harry Densmore 
Secretary 

Alma 

Carl W. Sanford 
Regi,on III State VP 

Sandusky 

Earl Gerstacker 
Region VII State VP 

Midland 

(Not pictured· john Norton, President, Cassopolis; Carl Silvernail Treasurer, Caro; William Bricker, Reporter, Hart; Dale W 
Kretchman, Region I State VP, Benton Harbor; Roger L. Bradley, Region II State VP, Springport; Royce Lockwood, Region IV 
State VP, Williamston; Gerald F. Larson, Region V State VP, Lake Odessa; Edgar Powell Region VI State VP, Manton; Dale 

J Dent, Region VIII State VP, Iron River) 

STATE OFFICERS - 1950-1951 

p 
1
~din~: Charles Fisher, Region I State VP, Wayland; William Andrus, Region III State VP, Elkton; Richard A. 

Y ' Region IV State VP, Grand Ledge; Jerry Spencer, Region V State VP, Hart; Edgar Powell, Region VI, Manton; 
Duane E. Spyker, Region VII State VP, Midland 

Seated: Fred Williams, President, Marlette; Dale W Kretchman, Secretary, Benton Harbor; Robert V Wenger, 

Treasurer, Middleville; William Weisgerber, Reporter, Ionia 

(Not pictured: JC. Drake, ReJ[ion II St te VP T, nPwi//p - n ,., ...... nl! LT • ••.• !. T) __ : - .. TrT TT C' • . • - T rn n : .. /J~ , /) 
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·~,:~ STATE 0 FFICERs 
19S1-19S2 

Officers: Robert I. Nemcik, President, Elsie; Duaine Mizer, Secretary, Alma; Roger A. Wyngarden, Treasurer, Fremont; Carlyle Hager, 
Reporter, Marlette; Barton Richardson, Region I State VP, Cassopolis; Richard W Snow, Region II State VP, Hanover; Alfred M. 

Periprim, Region Ill State VP, Caro; Rollin D. Blossey, Region IV State VP, Williamson; John K. First, Region V State VP, Ionia; Russell 
£. Gerber, Region VI State VP, Reed City; Stanley Streeter, Jr., Region VII State VP, Oscoda; Glenn Crisp, Region VIII State VP, Pickford 

STATE OFFICERS - 1952-1953 

I 

• ore John P. 
. R ion II State VP, Spnng~ 'v State VP, . ·u . Wesley Pnne, eg E Gray Reg10n 

H Standing: Richard Dean, Region I Scace VP, ~id~l~v;VeScace VP, Willi~sc:~~or;:gi~n vn'r Scace~ Felch 

Yde, Region III State VP Yale; Wilbur Rykert, eg1VP0 Mesick; Roger L. oosal·ne: Raymond D. HooOer,_d· 
B ' · VI State ' --r surer, 1 ' s cary, vi ' 

arryton; Michael A. Yonkman, Reg10n S Girbach, irea K nech Austin, ecre 
Olivet; Duane · Marletce; en 

Seated: John Halsey, Reporter, B President, 
R D "d H oyne, Ch rlocce 

egion VII State VP, Gladwin; avt ·..v, er Sentinel, a 
Amos weav , 



STATE 0 Ff I(= ~ 

Standing: Larry Ferrigan, Region VII State VP, Pinconning; Paul W Thompson, Region I State VP, Allegan; Francis 

Stout, Region V State VP, Ionia; Donald J. Ackins, Region III State VP, Marlette; Kenneth Shepard, 

Region VI State VP, East Jordan; Clarke Schlabach, Sentinel, Elkton 

Seated: Frank Kirinovic, Reporter, Ovid; Ronald Halsey, State Secretary and Region IV State Vice President, Oliver; 

Richard K. Arnold, President, Plainwell; Bill Raynard, Region VIII State VP, Pickford; 

Max Allen, Treasurer, Williamston; Clarke Schlabach, Sentinel, Elkton 

STATE OFFICERS - 1954-1955 

~J 
. . u . Roberr £. ir.JI' 

Officers: James Boyhe, President, Marlette; Ronald Popp, Secretary, Almont; Earl Phelps, Treasurer, Cedar Sprlll::,5' Rc:aioil I! ·i : 

Reporter, Hale; Wayne Blossey, Sentinel, Williamson; Fred TenHoor, Region I Stare yp Wayland· Carl Cornscubble, d0
sr,1n51 n\l 

. . . ' ' .11. Millar ,Mil'' 
VP, Parma; John H. Williamson, Region III State VP, Sandusky; Donald McVannel, Region IV State VP, Merri ' Ghd

1
vifl; 

Region V State VP, Edmore; James Shepard, Region VI State VP, Ease Jordon; Jerry Haines, Region VII Scace yP, · 

R lnmrn,i~t. Rt>o-inn VTTT .,t'.'ltP VP J::P lr h 



STATE 0 FFICERs 
-19SS-19S6 

Thomas Beatty 
President 

Williamston 

(Not pictured: Richard R. Enos, Secretary, Vassar; Donald D. Hewitt, Treasurer, Swartz Creek; Anthony Korican, Reporter, 
Mi/,an; Ronald Alexander, Sentinel, Sandusky; Craig McCoy, Region I State vP, Benton Harbor; Edward D. Mead, Region 
II State VP, Springport; mzyne E. Schember, Region Ill State VP, Elkton; James Gillis, Region IV State VP, Breckenridge; 

Philip Jones, Region V State VP, Saranac; Dennis Sellers, Region VI State vP, Petoskey; Francis Shearer, Region VII State VP, 
Gl.adwin; Raymond Salo, Region VIII State vP, Rudyard) 

STATE OFFICERS - 1956--1957 

~ 

Adrian; Gerald Simpson, 
·11 Region II Scace VP, R ion VIII Scace VP, 

S S Johns; Jack R. Hi ' Colon· Erik A. Ball. eg VP, Ionia; Gerald 
~~ng: William Kissane, Region IV State ~ l~er Region I State VP, Pierso~, Region V Scace ' 

S 
g1on VII State VP Bay City Handy; JamesVIeS e' ,m Scottville; Ron I A Brown, President, 

a I S ' . cat v .i-, VP, Caro N man . 
u t te. Marie; William Anderson, Region R gion III State ' Swartz Creek; or B jccon 

1horp, e H ·cc Treasurer, I Reporter, r 
Seated- . . Donald D. ew1 ' . Kenneth Borre' 

· Darold Simpson Sentinel, Sarapac, , Williamston, 
' . ,vr. t Secretary, 

Temperance; Ervin wes' 
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Standing: Donald Huff, Region I State VP, Dowagiac; Arden L. Ford, Region II State VP, Blissfield; Eldon E. Wright, 

Region IV State VP, Charlotte; Dean Hyde, Region V State VP, Carson City; Larry Herweyer, Region VI State VP, 

McBain; Donald Lutz, Region VII State VP, Bay City Handy; William Ross, Region VIII State VP, Rudyard 

Seated: Gerald F. McVannel, Reporter, Merrill; John P. Jackson, Secretary, Onsted; Gerald Neil, President, 

Williamston; Robert Baur, Region III State VP, Pigeon; Edward R. Barton; Sentinel, Plainwell 

STATE OFFICERS 1958-1959 

6, 
•• • • 

Standing: Lawrence Th R . I S \'vrJJjJJll 
McCarty Regio II~;pso~P. eg1on tare VP, Allegan; Karl W Kimerer, Region II State VP, Britton; I , 

Region VI Sta:e VP, ~cBain~a~·u· ' Elkton; Richar~ Spike, Region IV Scace VP, Chesaning; Russell VanderVee~e11;on 

Seated: Kenneth I. Kline S , . I tlamMSheare r, Region VII State VP, Gladwin; Bela Feher, Region VIII VP, Srep ·de11r, 
' encine' accawan· Fl d L E lh d ' . Pres1 

Holly· Edd'ie w· b h ' oy · nge ar t, Treasurer Sebewaing· Daniel O Bnen, 
' ltten ac R · y S ' ' 

' egion rare VP, Belding; Ronald J. Cook, Secretary, Marshall: 
John Goodchild, Reporter, Caro 

l 



t, 
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STATE 0 FFICERs _ 19 . , . -, . _ S 9-1960 

Left: Thomas McPherson, Region I State VP, 
Marshall; Charles VanDenBurg, Region II State 
VP, Litchfield; Robert J. Campbell, Region III 

Stare VP, Yale; Gerald Lover, Region IV State VP, 
Elsie; Melvin J. Ekkel, Region V State VP, Fremont; 
Dirk Maxwell, Region VII State VP, Midland (Not 
pictured: Michael Gallinger, Region VIII State VP, 

Sault Ste. Marie) 

nl . ~, I 
f! 
l 
\~ 

STATE OFFICERS 

Right: J. Michael Ran 
Dona.Id Nugent R _ger. Sentinel , Carson Ciry· 

J ' eg1on VI Sta VP ' 
:.1r11c, E Bremc S re ' Benzonia· 

I-1 r, ecrerary R R ' , amLi ,, Presid . ' eese; onald E. 
T Ln r, Webberville· p W 

reasu1er, Mil . L ' eter . Spike, 
;in, awrcnce Wag R . ner, eponer, 

Brnton 

~ ' _ 
.,.,. I . 

.., 'I • ~ 

Q o ~ .. ~~• 

1960-1961 

. chfi Id· N Lvnn Schriber, S VP,Ln e , - ~ d 
Stand.in . . len Ziegler, Region II care ' e ion V Scace VP, Rockfor ; 
Reg· g: R.V. Baker, Region I Scace VP, Climax, G , m Byron· Gail Norman, RVIgll S ce VP, Felch 

ton III S . IV Seate vi , ' R . n ca ' 'd tate VP Caro· Robert Wiles, Reg10n R b t Davidson, egt0 G Moran, Pres1 enc, 
N ' ' -w, c Branch; 0 er d sky· lbomas · 

Seated• n orman Miller, Region VI Scace VP, es Al der Secretary, San u s' . el Caledonia 
. '-'-O n 1. B e exan , k J entlil , 

ss Rockenbaugh, Reporter, Cassopo is; rue arc· George Kowalczy , r. , 
Traverse City; Richard Walsworth, Treasurer, I-I ' 
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STATE OFFICERS ~-· 1961-1962 
r-

From top left, clockwise: James B. Mamph, Region VIII State VP, Rudyard; Vincent Wordy, President, Hillsdale; Ron~d 

Kohn, Secretary, Croswell-Lexington; Wayne E. Burkhart, Treasurer, Pellston; Gary W Gee, Sentinel, Stockbridge; Dennis 

Meyers, Region V State VP, Saranac; Roger K. Pfiester, Region IV State VP, Williamston; Marvin Kelso, Region VI State 

VP, Gaylord; Roger W Carr, Region I State VP, Colon; Jeffrey Ehlert, Region II State VP, Blissfield; Robert Lutz, Region III 

State VP, Sebewaing; Robert Papin, Reporter, Alcona (Not pictured: Larry R. Kleinhardt, Region VII State VP, Clare) 

STATE OFFICERS - 1962-1963 

Standing: Karl A. Sch . . ~. ".S:." . i 

D. Byrun R, . midt, Region II Stace VP S . Wilh:111 

M ' egion IV State VP Les!· . L ' pnngporc; James Nunn, Region III State VP Croswell-Lexington; , VI\ 
ason Co E , te, eo C. Mulh II d R . , . V1 Sc:1tc 

Seated• Rob · astern; John Wilford R . 0 an ' egion V State VP, Lakeview· James Shoup, Reg10n I I 
· en F B , eg1on VII S VP GI . ' , m fe c 1 

. arr, Sentinel, Yale; Ga L B . ca_te , adwm; Roger Blomquist, Region VIII State vi , . r1 -111dy: 

Wilfred D. Smith~ · enJarnm, Treasurer, Williamston· Victor Lutz President, Bay City · 
, ecretary, Ovid; Tho M , , 

mas . Kempf, Reporter, Fremont 



1ald 
1nis 
lte 

l III 

~ ,., ...... 
a •Y.:u·· ·~ ">II'~-

STATE O FFICERs - 1963-1964 

Standing: Marvin E. H~ad, Presiden_t, Willi_amston; Larry Copeland, Region I State VP, Tekonsha; Don Jahr, Region III 

Scare VP, Sebewaing; Richard Hamlm, Region IV State VP, Webberville; Robert Wilson, Region V State VP, Lakeview; 

Clayton H. Gibbard, Region VI State VP, Paul E. Shearer, Region VII State VP, Gladwin; Laverne Buzzo, 

Region VIII State VP, Felch 

Seated: Gary D. Smith, Sentinel, Litchfield; Jerry Brandel, Treasurer, Hart; Nelson Franciso, Reporter, Marshall; Gary H. 

Smith, Secretary, Morenci; Harold Heath, Region II State VP, Milan 

(Note: Early in his term, Laverne Buzzo was drafted into military service and replaced by Roger Blomquist, Felch) 

STATE OFFICERS - 1964-1965 

. eld· Douglas Bodenbender, 
• n II Scare VP. Blissfi ' ion VI Scare VP. 

Standi 1 Vi r ore, Jr. , Regto . G orcre Parsons, Reg d 
Regj:g: Jerry Wiggins, Region I State YI: Niles; Pa~ ~071 V Seate VP, Belding~ ; eafon VIII Scare VP, Rudy~r n III 

n IV Stace VP Byron· Vernon A. Wmenbach, eg . C cral · Scott Broo , o . Brian J. Glover, Reg10 
Ev ' ' VP, B Ory en ' Manchester, Id p Anderson, 

Se art; Duaine E. Vogel, Region VII Seate ' ayl B Spike, Secretary, '. l West Branch; Haro . 
S ated-D . I d. . Doug as · I Sennne , 

tate Vp · anie J. Shoup, Reporter, Lu mgton, R ids; Roger Wang er, 

' Alrnonc; Marvin C. May, President, Eaton ap Fowlerville 
Treasurer, 

-; '( 

85 



86 

STATE 0 FF1 ~2RS - 1965-1966 
-· ~·'1:s'~~, ~-~ : .;:~ 

~,.=--· . 

· , 
...___ 

~--:"'. 
·,,; ·_ 

Standing: Spencer Shunk, Region VJII State VP, Sault See. Marie; Michael Schwab, Region VJI Scace VP, Standish-Sterling· 
Thomas Herremans, Region V State VP, Ravenna; Howard Falker, Region III State VP, Romeo; John Trott, ' 

Region II State VP, Reading; Kenneth A. Bohn, Region I State VP, Galien 
Seated: Lawrence Albrecht, Reporter, Carsonville; Robert A. Milligan, Secretary, Cass City; Thomas Atherton, Region IV 

State VP, Byron; Richard D. Byrum, President, Leslie; Thomas E. Spike, Treasurer, Chesaning; 
Gordon Behrenwald, Sentinel, Lakeview 

STATE OFFICERS - 1966-1967 

1 ,; •I· •I• / .\ 1,i :,:; •. .f •, , 
·•.· ii \?, 1r ·. 'c1 J f .-¥,1:: r. c-, a :i 
~ .~. ,1, ... · fj • ' 8 ,,, . 'I_· t_:-~i:;' I"·~ • . :I ' 

~-. ~ ~ -r ,y. ~ ~,.: : V·f~·i;;:-- ~-- - .~\ l' -
1

; -l,. • . I ff//,. - ... ,., I ,... , @ .. ,,~· I -~ . ,_.. I' , ,,~!,, lill. .· . ' : 'l::i.!' .,_..... . @ ' ' ·•,:-( . V . ~ .:. . . ·•""' ..,,... V 

_, . .--• ' A; ,,. . ' 
~ -= . ,( ~; ' ·. · ·;~, -~ i 

·~"-I I it .. 
. Re~ion Standing· Denni L b . D . d G Bush, : . Ill S · s am ere, Region I Scace VP, Hopkins; Bill Bailey, Region II Scace VP, Sand C reek; avt · p Scorr"'11• 

caceD~ Caro; Vern Harcenburg, Region IV State VP, Eaton Rapids· Ronald M. Wood, Region VI Scace V 
1
' ·, e vere Dennings R . VII S ' , m S I Sec iV :tflL , Seated· D 1 L . ' egion tare VP, Gladwin; Charles E. Brown, Region VIII State v 1 , au c · ·I ore: GJf. . oug as ew1s Report J ·11 D . "d L·1kcs l K t . ' er, onesvi e; avid Tucak, Secretary Montague· Dale E. Nye, Pres t enc, · . ee er, Region V State VP p l ' ' . I owos~L) ' ore and; Earl Fox, Treasurer, Beal City; DeLane H . Ruess, Sennne' 



STATE 0FFICERs _ 
19 67-1968 

Walt Barta, Jr. 
President 

Chesaning 

(Not pictured: Robert GregoYJ: Secretary, Sebewaing; Rodney B~ood, Treasurer, Rudyard; Roger W Bloss, Reporter, Swartz 

Creek; Neil E. Braden, Sentinel, Byron; Russell E. Coffey, Region I State VP, Hopkins; Carl Horkey, Region II State w, 

Dundee; Zan Powell, Region 111 State VP, Peck; John Craig, Region IV State VP, Ovid-Elsie; David W Smith, Region V 

State VP, Carson City; Richard Olds, Region VJ State VP, Kingsley; Donald Bell, Region VIII State iP, Sault Ste. Marie) 

STATE OFFICERS - 1968--1969 

Richard E. Posthumus 
·dent 

Prest R •horter, 
· , J' May, er Caledonia r. Scotwilie; trn . JI State 

i d Treasure ' . . tTer Region 
C urtian , . G Lemmo ' · ht 

wlerville; Roger o VP, Cassopolis; ary VE Corunna; Dw1g 
S (Not pictured: Dennis R. Konczal, Secretary, ~~/ White Region I State ' h Region JV State _ ' Region VII State VE 

P.;;ta; Arlen Bell Sentinel, Sault Ste. Marie; Bz VP, Bro~n City; Ph~~•:',;;euJ; Roger D~nmgs, 
h, 'Waldron · Tom Richardson, Region Ill State /R ,oion VI State ' a VP, East Jordan 
1

vash R ' ff; bbara, eb. VIII State ' 
' egion V State VP Portland; George u G man Region ' • c reen ' 

Gladwin; Dennis · 

2 AHP. 
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STATE OFFICERS - 1969-1970 

Back Row: Gordon L. Lawson, Region I State VP, Cassopolis; Richard J. Metz, Region II Sta~e VP, Ida; David Batkie, Region 

III State VP, Sandusky; John Oakley, Region IV State VP, Dansville; Charles R. Hodges, Reg10n V State VP, Caledonia; Eric 

Armentrout, Region VII State VP, Clare; Larry Ebnit, Region VII State VP, Ithaca; Harvey Bell, Region VIII State VP UP 
Front Row: Robert G. Craig, President, Ovid-Elsie; John Goebel, Region VIII State VP LP, East Jordan; Paul Grill, Secretary, 

Fowlerville; Tom Atherton, Treasurer, Marlette; Gary Towne, Reporter, Lakeview; Randy Bedell, Sentinel, Williamston 

STATE OFFICERS - 1970-1971 

John D. Young 
President 

Harbor Beach 

(Not pictured· He B h ''d · nry e renwai, Secretary L k · Will' 
Onstead; Fred Creager. Sentinel Ra R a evzew; z zam Pridgeon, Treasurer, Reading; Bruce Smith, Reporter. 

VP, Blissfield; Steve Hoeksema R' . v;;;;; -au/ Metzger, Region I State VP, Bronson; Keith Eisenmann, Regi,on If Suit~ 

Region V State VP, Caledoni~- Thegzon ~ ,r Dtate VP, Imlay City; John Powell, Region IV State VP. Williamston; A/1111 St~~P,1 
0 , omas me onald R . VIS , y,, 

agemaw Heights; Ken H.atch R . VI.I ' egzon tate VP, Mt. Pleasant· Rand,, Miller. Re<Tion Vil Sttlff 
' egzon J Y'P LP Al ' :f , o· d" 

' 'J)ena; Doug Hoolsema, Region VIII State VP UR R11dyitr 1 
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STATE 0FFICERs 
1971-1972 

lranding: Duane Stuever, Region III State VP, Capac; ~ary McMullen, Region VII State VP, Mayville; Craig Schweitzer, Region y Seate 

VP, Sparta; Dan Gallagher, Region VIII State VP UP, Sault Ste. Marie; Adrian Greenman, 

Re•ion VIII Stare VP LP, East Jordan; Ron Wieferich, Region VI State VP, Mt. Pleasant, Randy Sober, Region II Stace VP, North Adams 

S~ted: Gary Carmichael, Sentinel, Evart; Richard Grill, Secretary, Fowlerville; Mike Accoe, Region I Stace VP, Dowagiac; Joe Fabian, 

President, Coopersville; Elmer Gowell, Treasurer, Montague; Dale Posthumus, Reporter, Caledonia 

STATE OFFICERS - 1972--1973 

,. 

J 
. . Lirry Sheridan. 

VP Hopkins, - . VP 

. ennis Miller, Regiot~ I Ss~aZan Rosel, Region V /~~:; , 
Statidin h' ewa Hills; D 1aw Height ' III Snee VP, L, P 
n . g: Ed Oplinger, Region VI Seate VP, C ipp . VII Scare VP, Ogen E Keefer, Region ' 
l\eg1on IV d M · Regton d Burton · al . John 

State VP Fowlerville· Bernar eier, VP UP. Rudyar ; B z'ie Cenrr ·dent Port Hope, 
C ' ' I S , yp LP en d Prest ' ·doe 

Oopersville; Mike St. Louis, Region VII ca; . n VIII Scare M'· tan· Karl Kinca e, Treasurer, Breckenn o 

S Ronald L. Gillison, egtol b Sentinel, _1 G' gory V. Varner, 
eated• GI k H Ho corn ' . d Elsie; re 
Mei· · enn Preston, Reporter, Quincy; Fra:,h. : g Secretary, Ovi -

ster R. . L w 1t1n , 
' egion II Scace VP, Waldron; ynn 

S9 
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STATE 0FFIC~ ~ 197.3~ 1974 
,i 

~. 
I 

• I 

-~ . 
'-i 

Top Row: Raymond D aniels, Region VII State VP, Standish-Sterling; Mike Kovacic, Region IV State VP, Durand; 
Walter Smith, Jr., Region VIII State VP, Fairview; Ed Kretchrnan, Region I State VP, Lakeshore 

Middle Row: Paul Gross, Region VI State VP, Beal City; Kei th Hesche, Region V State VP, Ionia; 
John Vincent, Region II State VP; Randy Rutkowski, Region III State VP, Ubly 

Bottom Row: Brian R. H asty, Treasurer, Union City; Kevin Fullerton, Reporter, Charlotte; Allen. K. Nofoner, President, 
Waldron; Kirn Newell, Secretary, Caledonia; Randy Turner, Sentinel, Sault Ste. Marie 

STATE OFFICERS - 1974-1975 

L to R: Jim Schrader, Sentinel, Centreville; Kim H eisler, 
Reporter, Olivet· Ro C 1· l p 'd S ' n ar is e, res1 enr, Cassopolis; Ani ta 
ruever, Secretary C . K d 11 ' apac, en a Nash , Treasurer, Pi ttsford 

., ~¥~"'";:iii!f· j • 

' r • , U f ;'l 1 1 1 11 

~ ' .. •. _. . I ' f !t~ • I I ri 
11' . · 4 

IA · · · ·~ 
. ~~ 

L to R: Maurica Squires, Region V Scace VP, Eacon ;or[,r, 
D on Batchelor, Region I Scace VP, Buchanan; Bru~e VT 

• Rea1on Region II State VP, Blissfield · Greer Bun1ng, 0 , rtJ , , o . VII Sra[e vi, 
Stace VP, McBain; James Durance, Reg10n S e VI; 

R 
. JV r;1[ 

Whittemore-Prescott; Charlie Green, egwn Ubly: ~lik' 
Ovid-Elsie; Ken Rutkowski, Region III Scace ,vr., [ ri~ 

S [ Sec J\1 
•
1 

Andrews, Region VIII Scace VP, au t ~ · 

. •, , 
. . ~-, 

L 
B 



STAT E 0FFICERs 
- . - 1975-1976 -•= ·,_n 

A~'. 
·'· 

i'~ -

-4'·'1 
' l 

\t, I 
~ ' ! r.~: ... ,. -. . ··-

J "-',· 

J -, ,. 

~. •~", r •" • . ~a.~~~.,i "';.;·~ .. ,. , ,, :r, R. Dennis Grabil, President, Gram; Julie Luchie VP. F ·• · · .. _. • ll- ,),:>~ ·' ,-;-:- --LtO • al S s, , remonr; Ed Ha S . re-Prescott; D e tuever, Reporter, Capac; Richard H 11· S . gue, ecretary, Webberville; Leona D . I T \f')11rrerno . o ister, ennnel, Bronson· Denni arne s, reasurer, 
Bill Kasefang, Region II State VP, Blissfield s Boughton, Region I State VP, Marshall; 

7 

L to R: Bob Rutkowski, Region III State VP, Ubly; Ron Haarer, Region IV State VP, Perry; Mike Johnson, Region V State VP, Rockford; 
Bruce Studer, Region V1 State VP, Shelby; John Krick, Region VII State VP, Reese; Donald Horn, Region VIII State VP, Harbor Springs 

STATE OFFICERS - 1976-1977 

-~~~. . VP. Camden-Frontier; Clark Brock, 
Re ion II Stare ' VP. Lakewood; . I M go Lemmon, g . D Reaion IV State , . ce VP, Cencrevd e; ar VP, Byron; Craig ow, _o . 1 Sumerix, Standing: Brian Troyer, Reg10n I Sea_ . B cher Region IV Scace . , VII Scace VP, Sc..LoU1s; Kin R · C . William ur ' 'X'1 ey Reg10n eg1on III State VP, Brown ny, VP, Shelby; Jerry ons ' , m Al ena . LJker; Bruce Foster, VP. J h B I Region VI Seate , . VIII Scare vi, P L'chc President, o n y, Reg10n C Ion· James 1 , . 

w r. . Secretary, 0 
' B I City Sc. LoUIS . esville; Butch wagne1, ck Robert Engler, ea , Seated: Vern Brown, Semmel, Jon . Treasurer, Hemlo ' 

Niles; Dale Bnggs, ,A: 
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STATE O FFii_ 1977-1978 

Top Row: Dan Wyant, Region I State VP, Cassopolis; Bill Earl, Region II State VP, Reading; Marie Malburg, Region III 

State VP; Almont; Bob Butcher, Region IV State VP, Byron; Bill Cline, Region V State VP, Portland; Ron Hodges, 

Region VI State VP, Lakeview; D ennis Engelhard, Region VII State VP, USA; Diane Brazier, Region VIII State VP, Petoskey 

Bottom Row: Chuck Squires, Sentinel, Cedar Springs; Gordon A. Zook, VP, Lakewood; Scott A. Foster, President, Niles; 

Kathy Vrable, Secretary, Chesaning; Ralph A. Hansen, Reporter, Hopkins; Peter Nellis , Treasurer, Chippewa Hills 

STATE OFFICERS - 1978-1 979 

TopRow· M L R 
Re i . arc . oberrs, Region 1 Scace VP. Q . . . . . . Peche[(C, 

g on Ill Scace VP Lake . Ra ' uincy, David A. Godfrey Region II State VP Jonesv11le· Lows yo 
C . ' r, ymond G ' ff, · . ' ' ' e 1• 

oopersv1lle; Peggy A . Studer R . Vln es, Region IV Scace VP, Webberville; Darlene K. Hanenburg, Region V 5(at n 

' eg1on Scace VP. Sh lb . . . 'do . 5(eve 

Botto G ' e_ Y, Jill M. Sp1ekerman, Region VII State VP, Breckenn _,e, 

m RBow: Philip]. Hall, Sentinel Ho oki~yeaT, _Region VIII Scace VP, Alpena C,.,, j,• 

erry, Pres· d ' p ns; im L Yi ,,.., c· ,. , .. o 

i enc , Reading· Marie w· I . . oung, ireasurer, Lakeview· Dale Schian VP. Brown tt) ' 
' trosce < Seer ' ' ' · 

' ecary, Chesnaing; Donald L. Steeby, Reporter, C:i iedont:i 



:ey 

STATE OFFICERs 
- 1979-1980 

Top Row: Paul Varner, Region VII State VP, Breckenridge; Mark Sequin, Region VIII State VP, Alpena 
~fiddle Row: Beverly Bosch, Region I State VP, Hamilton; Doug Darling, Region II State VP, Milan; Craig Kubacki, Region 

Ill Seate VP, Ubly; Karen Green, Region IV State VP, Ovid-Elsie; Johanna Ray, Region VI State VP, Chippewa Hills 
Bottom Row: Timothy Dailey, Sentinel, Sand Creek; James Baker, Reporter, St. Louis; Victor Verchereau, President, Chelsea; 

JeffBrazo, VP, Niles; Connie Gehring, Secretary, Harbor Beach; Rick Burkett, Treasurer, Cassopolis (Not pictured: Paul 
Bennett, Region V State v'P, Bellevue) 

STATE OFFICERS - 1980-1981 

,4 ::t 'i.~~·~ ,'~~dlllii··· ~--
-::-; \ ~'.*.:··~--::.. , ,: ~1,,./ ~i~~ ,. ~ --- ~ \ -~ \--. • ;.;; I .... 1•'-,-.. ~t1,Si:'. '~ - --; , . ·, 3,J»:« 

· .. 'f\~:,_ 
( '. i I , :,, •'J ' , 

't 
• - - ,jJft . ,.JIii, . 

• f ~ -~:J 
. ,au,r-P"~ 

• M i ' Krussell. rp Perry· 1 arg r 
Region IV Scare \ , .d:e· Scott Johnson, l M ' h el West, . I B eckenn o , . toll- S h Huron· IC a Senone , r Williamston, 

Regi ·,rrteve Kanaski, Region III Stace VP, Nore ' VP· Mark Varner, Graham, Secretary, 
0 

id-Elsie; 
on v ill S . dal Corunna, ' H'll . Gene ~ surer, v Re i tare VP, Petoskey; Brian Marnn e, . d c Chippewa 1 s, . Teresa Black, !rea . 

Da; ~~ :'1 State VP, Lakeview; Kimber Decker, Pres~ee;l~ardc, Reporter, ~~e~ Scace VP, Caledonia 
e,, Region II Scace VP, North Adams; RandY Conners, Regio 

' VP, Niles· James 
Cheryl Frost, Region I Scare ' ' 
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~TATE 0FFic sr ~ - -- 1981-1982 

Officers: Paul R. Wegmeyer, President, Alpena; Perry Storms, VP, Centreville; Barbara Jo Ebenhoeh, Secretary, New 
Lothrop; Theresa Batara, Treasurer, Ovid-Elsie; Jeff Stevenson, Reporter, Coopersville; Dwight Brown, Sentinel, Jonesville; 
Tom Marshall, Region I State VP, Quincy; Alan V. Dickerson, Region II State VP, Britton; Yvonne Pionk, Region III State 
VP, Ubly; Jim Webster, Region N State VP, Webberville; Lynn Wilcox, Region V State VP, Lowell; Bill Weldon, Region VI 

State VP, Clare; Joseph Kelpinski, Region VII State VP, Whittemore-Prescott 

STATE OFFICERS - 1982-1983 

VE Sr. . . Dar 1 fowler, ' . R . I State VP, Cassopolis; ry Top Row: Gerald D. Gonder, President, Benzie Central; Bill Brown, egwn '. VS re VP, Oliver; 
Louis· Terry Finegan Region II State VP, Jonesville; Craig A. Binkowski, Regwn ta ' ' ' . ers, Mike Schmidt, Reporter, Blissfield O . Janice A. ~l(ey 

B 'd 1 • M'k Ti Treasurer wosso, VP. ottom Row: Mary Jo Whiting, Region IV State VP, Ov1 -E s1e; 1 e urner, ' . VII State ' . 
S "'m Ubl y e Dobson Reg10n Springs, ecretary, Caledonia; Ann M. Osentoski, Region III State v r, y; vonn '. S . el Cedar ~ Wh' 1 M · J' Grecheski ennn ' tttemorc-Prescott; Karen Kokko, Region VIII State VP, Sau t Ste. ane; im ' 

Craig Carmichael, Region V1 State VP, Evart 



STAfE OF flCERs 19 - 83-1984 

L to R: Robert Sollman, President, Imlay City· Kem Ki VP. . -
1 ' merer, ' Bncton· Dal D 1· S Caledonia; Michae Hard, Reporter, Quincy; David Pa S . I ' . e ar m~, ecretary, Milan; Shaun Gary, Treasurer, 

pe, entme ' Mayville; Denms Bosch, Region I State VP, Hamilton 

L to R: Diane Crow, Region II State VP, Camden-Frontier; Lance E. Walker, Region III State VP, North Branch; David Ivan, Region N 
State VP, New Lothrop; Jeffrey L. Gasper, Region V State VP, Belding; Clarence Rudat, Region VI State VP, Montague; Eric DeVuyst, 

Region VII State VP, Ithaca; Andy Green, Region VIII State VP, Stephenson 

STATE OFFICERS 1984--1985 

- · . al B t Henry Treasurer, Shelby; Valerie Welch, B · Cencr · ur ' p 
Standing: Robert Porcine, Region yinsSt~l~e ~Bar:r~: rshall, P;esident, Quincy; ~~scD~merly, Reporter, erry; 

. • VP Standish- tei ing, Region I Scare v r , 0 on Secretary, Alma; Tim Stein, ' S . I Caledonia; Tom Persons, R . V State VP, Cedar Springs; 
h II p · 1 ard ennne , . Ai d Hagenow, eg10n , S e y LC< -~n VII Scace VP, Chesaning; 1 y ion III State VP, Brown Ciry; Clint Barrett, 

Seated: Dan Quackenbush, Regi . Raymond Shephard, Reg 
Iv S VP Owosso, d F ncier Mickey Sigafoose, Region rate ' R . II Scace VP, Cam en ro eg10n 

" 

r 
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STATE OFFICERS - 1985-1986 

L to R: Bradley J. Parish, President, Quincy; Marshall R. Jenkins, VP, Breckenridge; Dale Johnson, Secretary, Lakeview· Dou C --r · · l C ·11 · Ki B R · I VP. g oven ireasurer, Leslie; Jenny Dine, Reporter, Lowell; Shawn Newport, Senrme , en trevi e, m yers, egion , Bronson ' 

L to R: Patrick Driscoll, Region II State VP, Milan; Jeff Ladd, Region III State VP, Deckerville; Steve Cheney, Region N State VP, Mason· 
Leslie M. Hoxsie, Region V State VP, Cedar Springs; Randy Wilford, Region VII State VP, Gladwin; William M . Swinson, Region vm' 

State VP, Alcona 

STATE OFFICERS - 1986-1987 

S~ding:BKevin Byrne, Sentinel, Fowlerville; Jody Pollok, Reporter Webberville· Kevin Dutcher Region IV Stace VP, Perr)'; 1.ony o n R . II S ' ' ' g ar, egion tate VP, Jonesville; Mike Wenkel, Region VII State VP, Standish-Sterling; Beth Ann Scuever, 
Seated: Robin J h --r Region III State VP, Capac; Ron Hostetler, VP, Colon r 0 nson, ireasurer Ben · C al w, B A]mon ' Janet Cornell, Region y State VP. ' zie . entr ; _waneta urr, President, Alpena; Mary E. Malburg, Secretary, . yJJI 

' Cedar Springs; Julie Behrenwald, Region VI State VP Lakeview· Earl Souva, Region State VP. Al B · · ' ' ' cona; ndgm M. Flynn, Region I State VP, Marshall 



STATE OFFICERS 1987-1988 

Standing: Dave Byrum, VP, Leslie; Kathy Fettig, Treasurer, Grant; Chad L. Alverson, Secretary, Caledonia; Charles E. Scovill, President, 
Fennville; Dwight Hardies, Region VIII State VP, Hillman; Randy Nye, Region II State VP, Camden-Frontier; John P. Holmes, Reporter, 

Lenawee Vo-Tech; Shelly M. Siemen, Region III State VP, Harbor Beach; Matt Kimerer, Sentinel, Byron 
Seated: Sara Carter, Region VI State VP, Shelby; Beth Fulton, Region IV State VP, Perry; Lisa Locke, Region V State VP, Charlotte; 

Chantal Cochrane, Region I State VP, Quincy; JoAnna A. Gillis, Region VII State VP, Breckenridge 

STATE OFFICERS - 1988-1989 

,m Lak . Tom Nugent, VP, Lowell; Mike Flickinger, 
R . III State v r , er, Al 

. . Angela Schuette, eg10n 'd . Susann Malburg, President, mont; 
Standing: Jeff Hawes Region I State VP, Quincy, e ion VII State VP, Breckenn ge, . 

Treasu,rer, Milan; Russell Laurenz,~;ald Behrenwal~, Se~~:~t;t;,v~eview; Doug Penningto~, R;f ~n ~ ~r;o::ville 
. hfield· John Schwandt, Region rrer Centreville; Becky Cutchall, Reg10n ca 

Seated: Michele Payn, Secretary, L1rcVP, Owosso; Bernie Srewarc, Repo , 97 

R • 1 IV Seate , 
Lakewood; Diana Cross, egiot 



STATE OFFICERS 1989-1990 

Standing: Stacy B. Darling, Region V State VP, Lakeview; Rodney M. Laurenz, Region VII State VP, Breckenridge; 
Dennis L. Anibal, Region IV State VP, Byron; Jim H. Kronemeyer, Region VIII State VP, Pickford; Patrick T. Henne, 

Region III State VP, North Branch; Scott D. Poet, Region II State VP, Saline; Eric A. Trott, Reporter, BACC; 
Darold Howard, Region VI State VP, Chippewa Hills; Scott A. Krohn, Treasurer, Laker 

Seated: Jamie Cook, VP, Lowell; Julene T. Lohr, President, Camden-Frontier; Melissa M. Potter, Secretary, Caledonia; 
Heather Hawyer, Region I State VP, Centreville 

STATE OFFICERS - 1990-1991 

, -
· , . 

- .. \ . - _ .. . _· .. ~.:.: .· .. -~ 
,"':. .... _. ... :-. ~-~ '; ~ 

L to R: Dennis R. Pennington, Region V State VP, Lakewood; Stacy E. Beute, Sentinel, Lowell; Carol A. Schrnucke\ 
Region II State VP, Camden-Frontier; H eather Gordon, Secretary, VP; Karen A. Geiger, Reporter, Deckerville; Debt~u;s; 

Laurell, Region I State VP, Quincy; Andrew Brown, Treasurer, Laingsburg; Jennifer Fenton, Region VII State VP, Sr. VP. 
Philip M. Bowman, President, Caledonia; John P Holloway, Region VIII State VP, Petoskey; Raymond Wage5rer, 

Chippewa Hills; Stephen C. Dailey, Region III State VP, Port Hope; John L. Adams, Region IV State VP, Byron 
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STATE OFFICERs 
1991-1992 

L to R: Sara Persons, Reporter, Chippewa Hills; Amy Stroven, Region VI State VP, Fremont; Eric Salsbury, Region II 
State VP, Blissfield; Melissa Memmer, Region V State VP, Caledonia; Troy Crowe, VP, Corunna; Mike Smego, President, 
Cassopolis; Chad Bellville, Region VII State VP, Whittemore-Prescott; Jason Abbott, Sentinel, Camden-Frontier; Ken 

Schapman, Treasurer, Lapeer; Heather Combs, Region I State VP, Homer; Casey Kuchar, Region N State VP, Corunna; Kelly 
Jo Siemen, Region III State VP, Harbor Beach 

STATE OFFICERS 1992-1993 

~ 

d Petroshus, 
'k VP, Mason; Ran y v Lothrop; 

Michael prelesni ' '. IV State VP, Ne, 
S . . VP, Waldron; • hmeier, Regwn . B ron Re . landing: Brem Leininger, Reg10n II Sca_ce , Ho kins; Brett Blfc Barnum, Sentinel, y Hills; Holli Bowman, 

g1on I State VP, Hopkins; John Schue, President, NP ch Branch; PereVI S re VP. Chippewa . Melinda Schwab, 
S • III Scace VP, or R ion ra r Capac, Ca.ted· l Michael Henne, Region ah Anderson, eg Sruever, Repor~e ' 

l're~ ina Mills, Region VIII Scace VP, Pickford; Sar' m Lowell; Sue Ann Chippewa Hills 
Urer Cal d R . V Scace vi , S recary, ' e onia; Renee Nugent, egwn Wagescer, ec 

VP· Tamara Region VII Scace ' 
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Standing: Alan Peters, Region II State VP, Milan; Dave Hildenbrand, President, Lowell; Daniel Schulz, Secretary USA- M 

· II · h I ' ' arr 

March, Treasurer, Beal City; Jason Martin, Sentinel, Ithaca; Randy Greiser, VP, Lowe ; Mic ae Storey, Region VI Stare VP. 

Chippewa Hills; Nick Hilla, Region VIII State VP, Alpena ' 

Seated: Brandie Smego, Region I State VP, Cassopolis; Jeanette Humphrey, Region IV State VP, Laingsburg; Amanda Bar 

Region III State VP, Laker; Kara Bouchard, Region V State VP, Coopersville; Charla Smith, Reporter, Alma ry, 

STATE OFFICERS - 1994-1995 

Top Row: Matt Smego VP C 
. . 

Second R ' ' assopolis; Luke Hayw cl p "cl ki s 

Ch ow: Sandra Campbell R • VIII 
00 

' resi em, Hastings; Jason Thom as Secretary, Hop n . 

ambe l · .,., ' egion State VP. Al N· ' ·11 Lon 

lhird n . r a.in, ueasurer, Webberv·u . w , d . , cona; iccole Lowe, Region IV State VP, Webberv1 e; 

"-
0
w. Jenny Wh I i e, wen y Pline Rep O ·cl BACC 

ee er, Region III State VP Lak ' oner, VI -Elsie; Dawn Green Region I Scare VP, ·
011 

, er; Jodi Ba th l . ' d·l y Rcg1 

Bottom. R0 n .. An V Scare VP Ha t' L· r O omew, Region VII State VP Alma; Kara En ~ e ' 

" · n Bro ks R ' 5 ings· 1sa M b ' 

o , egion II Stare VP L ' emm er, Sentine;, Caledonia H'ils 

, enawee Vo-Tech· B h MN . h' •w;1 I 

' et c e1lly, Region V1 Scace VI~ C ippe 
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STATE 0FFICERs _ l 
. 9 - 96 

~ 
7 
--

Standing: Brad Hinton, Treasurer, Fremont; Brian Devine, Region VI State VP, Ogemaw Heights; Andy Royston, Region I 
State VP, Charlotte; Brian Wernstrom, Region V State VP, Montague 

Seated: Shannon S. Fisher, President, St. Louis; Jenny Lindemann, Sentinel, BACC; Julie Gleason, Reporter, Gladwin; 
Carolyn Alwin, Region IV State VP, Laingsburg; Carrie Griffith, Secretary, Sand Creek 

(Not pictured· Brad Cesa!, VP, New Lothrop) 

STATE OFFICERS - 1996-1997 

Lowell; Jack Schur, 
SA: Kevin Nuge1~c, VP. Scare VP. Saranac . Stand.in . . Re ion III Seate VP, ~ M Endres, Regton Vb Presidenr, Capac, Senc· g:l Gabe Camp, Treasurer, Homer; Kyle F1eb1Sg, e f m Alpena; Melany1e_ ks. burg; Teresa Swa~ asb, ur"; S tne B ki . • VI cat v 1 , VP, 1c yr, Lamg · i:, tated, 1; • ' op ns; Stephanie Sumerix, Reg. ion Region I Scace ' . 0 JV Scace ' . l"-fJst' P I e Jones, wr r Reg10 in relesnik Secretary M ason; Ane ye k Kelly A. vv ,zne 'd C • ' ' 5 d Cree ; ch A arns arne Grant, Region II State VP, an Reporter, Nor 

Kelly Ackerman, 
101 



~TAT~ ~F~ICE~ - ~995-1996 
-. -~ -,,. ~ . ~ -----~. ~~ 

. \ 

Standing: Brad Hinton, Treasurer, Fremont; Brian Devine, Region VI State VP, Ogemaw Heights; Andy Royston, Region I State VP, Charlotte; Brian Wernstrom, Region V State VP, Montague Seated: Shannon S. Fisher, President, St. Louis; Jenny Lindemann, Sentinel, BACC; Julie Gleason, Reporter, Gladwin; Carolyn Alwin, Region IV State VP, Laingsburg; Carrie Griffith, Secretary, Sand Creek (Not pictured: Brad Cesa/, VP, New Lothrop) 

STATE OFFICERS - 1996-1997 

. N VP, Lowell; Jack Schut, VP, USA- Kevin ugent, , . . K le Fiebig, Region III Seate , . . dres Re ion V State VP, Saranac Standing: Gabe Camp, Treasurer, Homer, ~ VIS t VP, Alpena; Melanie M. En ' gS amba President, Capac; 
S · . · Reg10n ca e ' ,my- k burg· Teresa w ' 
ennnel, Hopkins; Stephanie Sumerix, J Region I State v 1 , ic 5 

' ,m Laingsburg; 
S d M . Anelyce ones, R · n IV State v 1, 
eate : Kristin Prelesnik, Secretary, ason , d C k· Kelly A. Wizner, egw . II S VP, San ree , h Ad ms Carrie Grant, Reg10n care Reporter, Nore a Kelly Ackerman, 
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STATE OFFICE:~~~·-

Back Row, L to R: Kevin Robinson, Region II 
State VP, Jonesville; Darron Birchmeier, VP, New 

Lothrop; Nick Ladd, Sentinel, Waldron; Leslie 
Siefka, Treasurer, St. Louis; Shari Grieser, Secretary, 
Lowell; Melissa Scully, Region V State VP, Beal City 
Front Row, L to R: Charles Snyder, State Advisor; 
Brian Kiesling, Region IV State VP, Perry; Marty 

Smego, Region I State VP, Cassopolis; Brian Preston, 
President, BACC; Mary Beth Kline, Region VI 

State VP, Alpena; Amanda Moore, Region III 
State VP, Alma; Kandi Kuchar, Reporter, Corunna 

STATE OFFICERS - 1998-1999 

Back Row: Denn is Pererson, VP, Casso olis· K . SI . . = . . cemo r~-Prescou · Nick W, JI· R p. ' ane 1aull, Region III Scace VP, Ithaca; Jenny D aniels , Sennnel, Whir F ' en tng, eg1on IV Scar VP N L h · ront Row: Nathan Clark p .d S .
1 

e ' ew ot rop; Wale lciek, Region VI State VP, Gladwin ,,r 
J 

. , res t en r, am ac Car C .. L . . Ce11r~' am1e Gasper, Region V Stare VP. S . . J . eer . ~nrer, on Preston, Region I State VP, Branch Area Caree1 . Lis:t ' at anac, ennifer Lemmge S \VT_ ld v·ck burg, r, ecretary, wa.i ron; Jackie Swihart, Reporter, 1 'S 
Posrhumus, Treasurer, Lowell 



STATF ':}~FICERs _ 199 - - -- 9-2000 

Back Row: Ryan Sweeney, President, Mason; Brandon Lupp, Region III State VP, Unionville-Sebewaing; Emily Green, 
Region IV State VP, Ovid-Elsie; Mark Daniels, VP, Standish-Sterling; Liz Confer, Reporter, Perry 

Front Row: Elizabeth Smego, Treasurer, Cassopolis; Katie Dingerson, Region V State VP, Ionia; Amanda Klinger, Region II 
Seate VP, Waldron; Katie McCune, Secretary, St. Louis; Sarah Martz, Region I State VP, Marshall 

STATE OFFICERS - 2000-2001 

. . ndish-Srerling; Glenn 
Senonel, Sea I( Buners, l to R· e· Mart Srawowy, . N rch Huron; ara . 

S · Attalee Hardy Treasurer North Adams-Jerom ' h dler Reportei , 0 y Lai ngsburg, tern R ' ' . M han Sc we , kel Secrecar , . R. . er, egion IV State VP, Pewamo-Westphalia; eg VP Alcona; Noelle Dunc ' Robinson, Region 
egion I S · VI Scace , y· I buri,.. Ryan 

A. tare VP Homer· Kurt Purtee, Regwn S 'hart VP, ic <S 0 ' , m Fremont ' ll1dre G ' ' Ti ch· Pam w1 , . n V Scace v r , 
w use, Region II Seate VP, Lenawee Vo- e ' _ . Rebel Smith, Regio 
III State VP, USA; Dan Kiesling, President, Pei ry, 
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STATE OFFICERS - 2001-2002 

Back Row: Kyle Wyrick, Region IV State VP, Byron; Jon LaPorte, Reporter, Cassopolis; Mark Shetler, Region III State VP, 

Laker; Nikki Beattie, Secretary, St. Louis; Dene' Elliot, Region V State VP, Saranac; Loretta Towne, VP, Fremont; 

Todd Wolfe, Region I State VP, Bronson; Jennifer Schmidt, Region VI State VP, Standish-Sterling 

Front Row: Kate Brackney, Region II State VP, Sand Creek; Kendra Butters, President, Homer; Jeremy Glaspie, Treasurer, 

Springport; Mallory Koglin, Sentinel, Port Hope 

STATE OFFICERS - 2002-2003 

Standing: Brandon Srro R . II S VP S all Y Reporr,r, 
Ubl . B'II 

O 
. ng, egion race , Waldron; Matt Lindsey, Region I Scace VP, BACC; Scott 111 e ' L· k,r; 

Y, 1 arke Semmel M R H S VP, •1 

' ' oncague; oyce umm, President, Breckenridge; Chris Creguer, Region III cace ' 

Seated: Alysa I I S Luke Gentz, VP, Centreville , . ircr, 
s ey, ecretary Glad · . L H 1· . h 1 re:t~l 

Sc h . ' wm, aura am 10, Region IV State VP Webberville· Sam Scarboroug ' 
ep enson; Miranda Smith R · VS ' ' I d ·n 

' egion rate VP, Fremont; Sofia lciek, Region VI State VP, G a WI 
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STATE OFFICERs 
2003-2004 

Standing: Michael Sheridan, Tr~asurer, Mason; Jason Jaekel, Secretary, Montague; Ryan Peterson, President, Cassopolis; 
Bryan Posthumus, Reg10n V State VP, Lowell; Seth Earl, Sentinel, Camden-Frontier; Ryan McBride, 

Region III State VP, Laker 
Seated: Nicole Campbell, Region IV State VP, Durand; Amanda Lee, Reporter, Laingsburg; Katy Reber, Region I Scare VP, 

Centreville; Katie Marchal, Region II State VP, Blissfield; Julia Hilliker, Region VI Stace VP, Standish-Sterling 

STATE OFFICERS 2004-2005 

Treasurer, Presron , 
bor Beach , Aaron . Narhan Baker, 

l President, Har VP, Lakewood, . . Jake Riske, 
to Jl. M R an Kramer, . y Scare ' . 1 Srerl1ng, 

BAc · att Jakubik VP. Whittemore-Prescott; Y 1. Smith, Region S yP, Srandis 1-
" C- N· ' ' USA- Me 1ssa . VI rare , I' 

Secre ' tcole Welchner Region III State VP, ' . pernr, Region , ro Casso po is tary 'W: ' ACC- Dusttn --1 · . n I Scare v 1 ' 

' aldron, Doug Albright, Reporter, B 'J ff Peterson, Reg!O 
S · ore- e Region II Scace VP, pnngp ' 
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STATE 2005-2006 

Back Row: Sarah McCurley, Region I State VP, BACC; Erin Koglin, Sentinel, Port Hope; Zac Ruthenberg, 

Region III State VP, Laker; Jason Smith, President, Laker; Julie Thelen, VP, Saline 

Front Row: Ashley Stickler, Region V State VP, Chippewa Hills; Tony McCaul, Treasurer, Lakewood; Andrea Kerbuski, 

Reporter, Ravenna; Alan Gust, Region II State VP, Lenawee Vo-Tech; Caitlin Lorenc, Region VI State VP, Benzie Central; 

Kylee Zdunic, Secretary, Corunna 

STATE OFFICERS - 2006-2007 

I 

. - -~ .. ~ w 
. Ill S arc\ ' 

Back Row: Gabriel Holdwick, Secretary, Harbor Beach; Henry Reinart, Sentinel , Hopkins; Kirk Yackle, Regwn . rd Creek 

Anna Timmerma T . C 'II N" I h . H 1 · E ·1 R" R porter: '.-i.1 11 
n, reasurer, oopersv1 e; 1co e Sc aendorf, Region I State VP, op <ms; nu Y res, e .

1
h 

Front Row· D . II M . R . . . . S VP S· . nae Han n, . 

C · ame e arnnez, eg1on II State VP, Spnngporr· Ashley Orlowski Rea1011 V care , ,Ha . VP, 

arruchers Re i VIS VP. . ' ' 0 . . IV '.-ir;tre 

' g on care , Scand1sh-Sterling; Kacie Eldred, VP, Maple Valley; Brooke Rockentme, Region 

Alyn Kiel, Presidenc, Montague 
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STATE AnVIsoRs 

Edward E. Gallup 
1929-1938 

Clifford Haslick 
1970-1971 

Charles Snyder 
1997-1999 

Harry E. Nesman 
1938-1966 

Duane W. Dalgleish 
1971-1972 

Jeffry Hawes 
1999-2002 

C. Richard Karelse 
1972-1997 

Randy Sho-wefJJlan 

2002-Present 
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STATE EXECUTIVE SECRETARIES 

Edward E. Gallup 

1938-1939 
Luke H. Kelly 

1939-1952 
Elmer Lightfoot 

1952-1970 

John A. Deppong 

1970-1974 
Charles K. Arensmeier 

1974-1997 

STATE PROJECTS CONSULTANT 

Charles K. Arensmeier 

1972-1974 
Gerald Centers 

1975-1988 
Charles Snyder 

1988-1999 

,, •. ,".'.·, .~'fl:' .. -· ·~)• ' . . 

' ' . o ., : ,., ' 

I
:'· 

' . • 
...., 

.. 

'. . 

David Wyrick 

2005-Present 
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NATIONAL OFFic1:Rs 

Carl Shopbell 
1933-1934 Secretary 

Dansville 

Norman Brown 

1958-1959 Secretary 
Temperance 

Marlette 

Ronald Cook 
1960-1961 Secretary 

Marshall 

R an Peterson . vP 
y Region 

2005-2006 Eastern!. 
Cassopo ts 
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Without this amazing group of people, it would na,·..:: fran:tly been impossible to put together this 
history, treatise or what have you. Whether they filled out incredibly long questionnaires that 
demanded they remember minute details from decades ago or offered research, pictures or friendly 
words of encouragement, we offer them and those we may have missed, our sincere thanks. 

Teresa Acre 
Alan Alaga 

Jennifer Decker TonyMcCaul 
Mary McDowell 

Charles Scovill 
Eldona Seeger 
Randy Showerman 
Michelle Sidel 
Genevieve Smalley 
Jason Smith 

Charles Arensmeier 
Joy Arthur 
Donald J. Atkins 
Bill Bailey 
Douglas Barlond 
Patty Bartley 
Thomas Beatty 
Caroline Benedict 
Earl Benedict 
Floyd Beneker 
Max E. Benne 
Benzie Central FFA Chapter 
Darron Birchmeier 
Samuel A. Bishop 
Jerry Block 
Robert Braden 
Jeff Brazo 
Gordon A. Briggs 
Norman Brown 
Jennie Bowman 
Megan Burgess 
Bill Butcher 
Kara Butters 
Kendra Butters 
Byron FFA Chapter 
Nicole Campbell 
Phil Carter 
Lori Chamberlain 
Anna Childs 
Nathan Clark 
James Connors 
Ronald J • Cook 
John Craig 
Leo Mac Cropsey 
Stephen C. Dailey 
Raymond D aniels 
Dale Darling 
C larence Davis 

Roberta Kelly Delamarter 
John A. Deppong 
Al Ealy 
Dennis Engelhard 
Grant Fettig 
Charlie Fisher 
Corey Flournoy 
George Fogle 
Mark Forbush 
Duane S. Girbach 
Roger Haslick 
Burt Henry 
Keith Hesche 
Winton Hice 
David Hildenbrand 

0 . Donald Meaders 
Paul Metzger 
MSU Archives 
Bruce Mitchell 
David Mitchell 
Eleanore Miller 
Deb Mohre 
Montague FFA Chapter 
Clare Monroe 
Carroll H. Moon 
Cheryl Moubray 
Robert L. Nemcik 
John P. Norton 
Lawrence Pancost 
Bradley J. Parish 
Duane Patrick 
Karen Petty 
Mary Pierce 
Edward A. Poole 

Megan Hirschman 
Ronald Hisler 
Gabriel Holdwick 
Johann Ingold 
John P. Jackson 
Priscilla Ruesink Jackson 

James Potier 
Raymond Powell 
Kate Powers 
Michael Prelesnik 
Aaron Preston 
Carrie Preston 
Donald Prine 

Lance Jepson 
Amanda Johnson 
Vern Jones 
Richard Karelse 
William Kasefang 

Rebel Smith 
Patrice Snow 
Charles Snyder 
George W. Spencer 
Jill Spiekerman-Carrothers 
Springport FFA Chapter 
Duane Spyker 
State of Michigan Archives 
Donald Steeby 
Robert Stein 
Glenn E. Sterner, 1Il 
Brandon Strong 
Bruce Studer 
Beth Ann Stuever 
Sue Ann Stuever Battel 
Kim Sumerix 
Pam Swihart 
Julie Thelen 
Gerald F. Thorp 
John Trott 
U of M Archives . 

· al Archives U.S. Congress1on 
Alyn Kiel 
Virginia King h . d 

Sharon Prine h' . ·cy Arc 1ves Purdue Un1vers1 

Elyse Ver Berkmoes 
Jennifer Vincent 
M Loron Walker rs. Robert C. Kleinsc mi t 

David Klink 
Erin Koglin 
David Krueger 

d FFA Chapter Lakewoo 
Charlie Langdon 
Rusty Laurenz 
Vearl Loss 
Max Loudenbeck 

B 
• Martindale nan 

I M cAllister rene 
1' ,f ,-P,,-irlf'. 

R . t Henry einar 
Ronald K Richmond 
Emily Ries 
Sarah Roberts 
Glen Ruder 
Richard Sandbrook 
Judy Saurer 
Daniel Schulz 
John Schut 
Michael Schwab 
John Schwandt 

Jake Wamhoff 
Duane Weaver 
Jim Webster 
Bill Wheeler 
Jennifer Wheeler 
Robert Whitford 
Robert Wiles 
Marlene Williamson 
David Wyrick 
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