FFA Meat Rabbit Project

The primary goal of the Michigan FFA Meat Rabbit Program is to enhance students’ knowledge
in genetics, animal husbandry, and record keeping. The program will allow students to have a
real world experience by raising rabbits that are market ready. Students will use safe and ethical
industry recommendations throughout the project. Agriscience and natural resource education
programs throughout Michigan will find this innovative and creative educational contest will add
enormous value to their FFA chapter program of activities. The Michigan FFA Meat Rabbit
Project will also allow students to develop skill sets in problem-solving, working in teams, and
time management.

Key elements in the HOME GROWN projects are:
1. Students will select any meat-type rabbit breed.
2. Students will maintain pedigrees to record blood lines with at least 2 generations (kits
and parents).
3. Students will be allowed to bring 3-5 rabbits to contest and choose three to be judged
in live evaluation and carcass evaluation
4. Students will breed does and bucks to produce superior genetics in the kits.

Students will prepare breeding stock to ensure conception and live birth.

6. Students will properly feed rabbits to a weight over 3.5 pounds and under 5.5 pounds
with exceptional meat quality.

7. Students will manage their rabbits to ensure a healthy herd. Students will follow the
“Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development, Generally Accepted
Agricultural and Management Practices for the Care of Farm Animals”_
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdard/2015 CARE _OF FARM ANIMALS GAAM
Ps 480521 7.pdf

8. Students will maintain detailed records of their project.

i

Key elements in the Purchased projects are:

1. Students will select any meat-type rabbit breed.

2. Students will maintain pedigrees to record blood lines with at least 2 generations (kits
and parents).

3. Students will be allowed to bring 3-5 rabbits to contest and choose three to be judged
in live evaluation and carcass evaluation

4. Students will properly feed rabbits to a weight over 3.5 pounds and under 5.5 pounds
with exceptional meat quality.

5. Students will manage their rabbits to ensure a healthy herd. Students will follow the
“Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development, Generally Accepted
Agricultural and Management Practices for the Care of Farm Animals”_
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdard/2015 CARE OF FARM ANIMALS GAAM
Ps 480521 7.pdf

6. Students will maintain detailed records of their project.
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Rules to be followed for a HOME GROWN Project.

a. Only one project per FFA member or a group of FFA members or a classroom of students.

b. Each project must have a minimum of one breeding doe but may include multiple does.

c. Breeding bucks may be shared between projects.

d. Does are to be bred no earlier than 100 days before the weigh day, if 100th day lands on
Saturday or Sunday, breeding can occur on Friday before.

e. Three rabbits of same breed of any sex and litter per entry will be brought for judging on

evaluation day.

f. Rabbits will be a minimum of 3.5 pounds and a maximum 5.5 pounds. Rabbits outside of
these ranges will be deducted points.

g. Live evaluations based on Meat Type and Firmness of Flesh: Profile, Width, Hindquarter,
Uniformity, and Weight. AR Live rabbits will be evaluated for defects including breed
character and lacerations.

h. Carcass evaluations based on muscling of shoulders, loin and hindquarters. As well as
proper fat and uniformity. Carcasses will be evaluated for defects including bruises from
improper handling.

i. Each entry must have one or two representatives that can answer up-to-five oral questions
posed by a judge after the rabbits are evaluated.

j- Records including photographs of project and at least three (3) photographs of the kits at
different ages, with a maximum 50 word captions for each are required.

k. Final weights of kits will be recorded Monday before the contest day.

I.  Records and photos will be kept using AET.

Rules to be followed for a Purchased Project.

a. Only one project per FFA member or a group of FFA members or a classroom of students.
A project consists of 3 or more rabbits.

b. Kits must be purchased a minimum of 30 days before the weigh day and kits purchased
need to between 70 and 80 days old at weigh in.

c. Kits must be of the same breed but may be purchased from different breeders.

d. Three rabbits of same breed of any sex and litter per entry will be brought for judging on
evaluation day.

e. Rabbits will be a minimum of 3.5 pounds and a maximum 5.5 pounds. Rabbits outside of
these ranges will be deducted points.

f. Live evaluations based on weight, width, profile, hindquarter, and uniformity. Live
rabbits will be evaluated for defects including breed character and lacerations.
Defects will result in loss of points.

g. Carcass evaluations based on muscling of shoulder, loin and leg, condition, and uniformity.
Carcasses will be evaluated for defects including bruises from improper handling. Defects
will result in a loss of points.
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h. Each entry must have one or two representatives that can answer up to five oral questions
posed by a judge after the rabbits are evaluated.

i. Records including photographs of project and at least three (3) photographs of the kits at
different ages, with a maximum 50 word captions for each are required.

k Final weights of kits will be recorded Monday before the contest day
I.  Records and photos will be kept using AET.

Expert will be responsible for:

a. Source of information at any time, (management, nutrition, disease, etc.).
b. Personnel for judging.

c. Reference materials to keep records.

d. Visits during growing period as requested.

Each teacher of a participating school will be responsible for:

a. Accuracy of records and entries from his/her school. Plagiarized reports will have the score
reduced by 50%.

b. Supervising program and selection of rabbits to bring to evaluation day.

c. Setting up any supplementary studies to augment teaching during the growing period.

Meat Rabbit Scoring
1) Live Evaluation
Meat Type and Firmness of Flesh

e  Profile (structure) 75
e  Width (structure, muscling and firmness) 75
e Hindquarter (structure, muscling and firmness) 75
e  Uniformity 75
e Weight (to be weighed at the contest) 90
e Oral Questions 10

Subtotal 400
2) Carcass Evaluation

Shoulders 75
Loin 75
Hindquarter 75
Defects (free from bruises and fat) 75
Uniformity 100

Subtotal 400
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4) Pedigree for Home Grown & Purchased Projects (See sample below) 45pts

5) AET Reporting Score (See rubric and sample below)

Name/Type/Pathway and SAE Subcategory.................... 5pts
ANNUAl SCOPE ...uuniiieiiieeiece e 5pts
Plan — Description.........ccoooieiiiiiiiiccc e, 5pts
Plan — TimMe. ..o 5pts
Plan — Financial Investment..............cccoooiiiiiiiiiieeeees 5pts
Plan — Learning Qutcome .........ccccceeiiiiiiiiiiiicie e, 80pts

e ABS.03.01

e ABS.04.02

e AS.02.01

e AS.02.02

e AS.03.03

e AS.05.01

e AS.06.03

e AS.07.01

e AS.08.02

e FPP.03.03
BUudget ..o Spts
PICtUreS....cei e 15pts
JOUMNAIS .. s 15pts
Finance and Annual Income Statement ........................... 15pts

Journal Guidelines: Use these to help guide your journal entries
* Feed

Daily Activities - Does not need to be journaled daily

Kindling (if Breeding)

Challenges

Housing

Breeding or Purchasing of Rabbits

Clear Indication or beginning of project

Tattooing

Any other major activities

Financial Investment
* Feed
Housing
Entry Fee
Bedding
Supplies
Purchase of Rabbits (if doing purchased rabbits)

Total Possible Score 1000 points
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Live Rabbit Weight Point Scale

Average Live Weight
> 6 lbs

5.9-5.61bs
5.5-3.51bs
3.4-3.21bs
3.1-3.01bs
2.9-2.51bs

< 2.41bs

References

Points
0 pts

60 pts
90 pts
60 pts
40 pts
20 pts
0 pts

Rabbit Tutor, www.rabbit-tutor.com

Rabbit Production 2013 by James McNitt and Steven Lukefahr

Key points to consider

Does will need supplemental light to be more receptive to breeding in January.

Does will need to be in a facility above freezing during kindling to prevent loss of kits.
Immediately after the doe kindles, it is recommended to check the new litter.

Kits must be handled properly to prevent bruising. Kits should never be lifted by
grabbing the fur behind the ears. (scruffing).
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Michigan FFA Mea Rabbit Contest AET Records Rubric

ZAE name somewhal i
BUE MameiTypsd | ZAE name cleady communiceies descrbes the project, but jﬁfmﬂ:;i:wmd
Pstrwny and SAE | the peogech and base of produchbon | Iecks commurication of fae E T - ':"c:;
Subcategory (3%) 5 o] baze of peoducton jacres, | ° "‘"EE'{ FH“’““—‘
hesd, dollse, ele) (4-3 pi) %
Amunl scope = approprsiely Arrunl scope is lisied, bul
Z4E Arnusl lisied fior each. year of records and Iscles =omie delbsis and Arnua| scope B incomplels
Zcope [) hestrel=s snoal responaisifty and nesds =lighl revizions. o mizsing [2-0 pl=}
deserbes the peoject (5 pl=) [4-3 pk=
Dezcrites inlerestin this o Inchsdes genersl ideas, bul Froacad ;
SAE Flan— sxfrmtes dates of mvcheemant, | lncks plarned defes and bow | 20 otlecks indemation
o T ; ; S A and reeds major revisions.
Descriphion {5%) relsied courses, and genseslly il eelnles b previous 20
descrbes the peoject (5 pl=) spparamgey, (4-3 pix) (20 pls)
Descrbes commitment of Sme : e
: . o Inchrdes geneesl ideas of . : L
R | iy ey il e | iy, | i o
- B projecl. Alsa, kow time s R e and reeds major revisions.
pabe planned i :'“Edr::'l;'-ﬁtdnzl:lfﬂ A (20 pis]
commiments. [3 pla)
Describes estmaled cosl o S ;-
i e e el el . | -0t e e, o 5w :
SAE Plan - R l=chs defmis sboul finsncial | We=sing orlecks indoemation
Finzncal esfimated Foome snd ame Son- | TETS orsources of funding | and reeds major revisions.
Irraesfment (59 o H:FIE'T:;!- et b e forthe project snd nesds (20 pls)
7 iy [4-3 pl=]
preject (5 pés] Mimar Eisions
Dresgrites capiel dems | non-
S Plan — J..I'I"E.'.]F\l-&'!"!-d‘l‘:l:l! uzed 1'!1.|1t |:'|le..':|'|!!- genersl ideas, bul P ——
R projecd. Also includes how e lachs deteis or how t=ms d 3
Capils {Non- ; 5 . and reeds major revisions.
curent) (%] items aee provided such 2= are okizimed snd reeds (20 gh)
beginring, purchased or labor mimor revisions. [4-3 pls] ;
exchangsd. [T plk]
S:ﬂ: F‘l_em— Dicrbes whai e shaierd plns Inchides genersl ieas but | lle==ing -D'iﬂl.'-k-smﬁl?'!'-.ﬂh:f
Leaming P ok measwrable defnis and reeds major revizions.
Cutromes 5%) B {4-3 phs) {23 ph=)
; o . . Has information, but lncks We=sing or lacks infcemation
TAE Budget (%) :‘I:"'b';":'h ;.',’j[’:’“-‘"."’h’ T:L‘;"' detaiz and neads revimions. | and meeds major revizons.
ke e [4-3 i) (20 phs)
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. rexprsibliy and flusirete workieg | 2l lack qualiy andior Ffmshoct e i, pocy
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| R R project, but are nof and reeds major revisions.
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drrunl Income the scopeisize of the peoject and B il s ek infiermalion and reed misjor
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Nele: The remainiag 20% = for ife pedigee.
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Michigan FFA Rabbit Contest

SAE Information - Michigan FFA Rabbit Contest
Pdane:; Michigan FFA Rabbit Contest

SAE Type: EntrepreneurshipCwnership

AFMR Pafwwnay: Animal Systems

SAE Subcategony: Small Anemal

Cate Range: 13205 - 1282015

Scope - Michigan FFA Rabbit Contest

nead | Cirer Small
Ankmals

SAE Plan - Michigan FFA Rabbit Contest

A 2 2 Ml rbbits

Desiption
Description and Owerview of Your SAE - In this section, provide a general desaiption of vour project. Inchude the
name of the profect, your interest in this area of agricubture, the planned begimingarda&mcl:tesafd'he e P,
classes you have taken in this area, and the leaming and financial outcomes you plan 1o achieve.

Time [mvestmest

Estimated Investment of Time and Supervision - Every SAE requirss an investment of ime: your Bme and the tme

others will spend helping vou and supervising your experience, In this saction, desoibe your commioment of tme for

this project from start to finish. You might indude the time to plan, and care for the project.  Indude time you

Ems‘mm present the project in competitions. [E-:lil::ell:'lm'rw;. inmhuhwzetl'hemﬁﬁr this project with your
I COMmmitments.

Fnally, desoribe how other people (your teacher, parents, peers, community keaders, etc.) are planning o supervise and
assist vou with your project.

Financlal Investnent

Estimated Financial Investment - You will develop a detailed ELGEIG: under the "Budget” section of the Experience
Manager for each SAE, In this section, provide a brief summary of that estimated budget. Include the estimated costto
punchase the project, the estimatad expenses you will incur in managing and caring for the project, the source of these
funds, and the estimated income you plan to recsive,

Then, dearly desaibe any "non-cash” benefits vou will recsive. These include direct expenses [feed, supplies, etc) that
mm”nmpuym..ﬁe Be- specific when you describe these non-cash d;ﬁm Carefully describe what is being
provided, and how you determined its value, Desoibe who will provide non-cash benefit, and what you will doin
return, ¥ amything.

Joe Sample — AET Unique #1092220 Page 10f3
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Capital Irreasiment

Estimated Capital lem Imeestmient - Most entrepreneurial projects reguire an investment in capital mems (land,
fadiliies, eguipment, breeding animals, etc.), In this section, describe amy -:.:-;h{ items I:ha'tl‘:'IJ'LI AWM that will be used
in this project.

In manvy cases, vou will be using capital items that someone else owns [parents, school, neighbar, et ). T that's trus,
then describe the remtal arangement between you and the owner(s) of these items. Be specific when you describe thess
cash or non-cash amrangerments. Carefully describe what is being provided, and how vou determined its value for your
project. Describe who will provide each capital item you need to wse, and whiat you will provide in retum, i anything.

Leaming Cojedives
Leaming and Financial Objectives — Desaibe the leaming objectives and finandal outcomes you plan to achisve
through this project. Describe how this project's leaming objectives relate to vour dasses, your FRA Adtivities, your
career choices oF plans, and any fuure projects you may be considering,

After this Experience is finished, vou may wupdate this sacton to desoibe and summarnize the finandal or production
outcomss you achieved in youwr project. You could indude "efficiendies” or desired results you achieved [procedures
improved, time saved, weicht gain per day, gain per pound of feed, atc).

Budget - Michigan FFA Rabbit Contest

Expenze - Entry Fees | Commissions 520,00
Expanze - Fead 25,00
Expense - Ciher $15.00
Expensze - Supplies 51500
ncome - AwandSchol arshipPremium 52500
ncome - CashiMarket Sale 52500
Incorme - Mon-cash Income - Labor Exchange $10.00
Incorme - Mon-Cash Income - Used 3t Home £5.00

Pictures - Michigan FFA Rabbit Contest

Caption here no rone than 50 words
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‘i ared Rabbits, &ic)
12/E2015 Bt Creat Liber

112532015 Weight \R=ightad a3l rabbiis
11182015 Evaluation Evakai=d =ach abbis

Tokal Enirias: 5

Journal - Experience-related Activity - Michigan FFA Rabbit Contest
{poeogqs  Managing animal heakth Studen evpiain wrat they dd wih the raobes. Exampies: Bred Rachik, Seiecied Rabots

1265015 Propar handling of animale Shedsns woold sapiain dffensnt activies they [samed with e abbis in @i sssction

Operating Expense - Michigan FFA Rabbit Contest

152015 Michigan FRA Eniry Fe=
1293015 Tracior Suppiy Co 1 S0ih bag of feed

Emtry Fess | Commissions
Feed

Operating Income - Michigan FFA Rabbit Contest

1152015 deaih
1153015 (dass Rabbit 1 P 2 b
11532015 (3ss 1 Fend 2 ths

M2 Xier-=Capial Litter Ore -WT 1 Fezad 2 b=

Cash'Marist Saie
CashiMarkst Sae
Cash'Marist Sae
Mon-C-3sh Incomee - Bartened
of Transfemed

ProfitiLoss Report - Michigan FFA
Rabbit Contest

1. Current/Operating Income
Begrnning Imeantory
Karket Inveriony Adiusiments 0y
Erefing Irventory Hi2
[change in Inventory # 413
MarketCash Sales 520§ 520
Total Cash Income $20 $201
Valle Bareren Transiemad 310} $i
Total Non-Cash Income $10} #
Total Current/Operating Income $43

2. Current/Operating Expense
Faed E3E |
Eniry Fees 525
ConiractCustom

Total Cash Expense
Mon-Cash ContraciCusiom
Total Mon-Cash Expense

Total Current'Cperating Expense

] s
£y ) oo

E
= EN 5

3. Net Current/Operating Income $0f
Jourmalied ime {hours| 7!
Mzt Current'Operating Income per Hour S0

i
=1
=i
o
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Sample Pedigree

G. Sire:
e B b el lapn Ear #:
____ _ _ RabbitPedigree o
Wt:__  Rep#_ G.G. Dam
[: R 3 Legs: Ear#:
Sire: winnings:
Ear#:
Calar:
NAME: Wt.- Reg. #:
G.C® Legs:
ADDRESS:
Winnings: G. Dam:
CITY: Tl Earf:
) Calar:
BREED: Wro__ Reg®___ 6.5 Dam
[ R Legs: —
HAME: winnings: Calar
Ear #: Wt:__ Reg.#:
DOB: Sew: G.LF Legs
Calor:
Wtz Reg. 7: 5.6. Sire:
6.C.#: legs: Ear#h:
@. Sire: 3:..|Iur: [
L S - - t.- eg. #:
Winnings: Ear 6L Lees
Calar:
Wt.: Reg. #: GG Dam:
GL.# Legs: Earf:
. Calor:
Dam: Winnings: Wtz Reg. 7:
Earfi: GL.F Lees
Calar:
Wt:_ Reg.d_ G.G. Sire
[R5 Legs: Ear#:
. Calar
I hereby certify that this pedigree is correct to winnings: Wis Reg. &:
the best of my knowledge and belief. GLF Lags
School Address; G.G. Dam
Ear#:
- Calar,
Winnings: Wtz Reg. #:
GLC.#® Legs
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