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FFA Meat Rabbit Project 
 
 

The primary goal of the Michigan FFA Meat Rabbit Program is to enhance students’ knowledge 
in genetics, animal husbandry, and record keeping. The program will allow students to have a 
real world experience by raising rabbits that are market ready. Students will use safe and ethical 
industry recommendations throughout the project. Agriscience and natural resource education 
programs throughout Michigan will find this innovative and creative educational contest will add 
enormous value to their FFA chapter program of activities. The Michigan FFA Meat Rabbit 
Project will also allow students to develop skill sets in problem-solving, working in teams, and 
time management. 

 
Key elements in the HOME GROWN projects are: 

1. Students will select any meat-type rabbit breed. 
2. Students will maintain pedigrees to record blood lines with at least 2 generations (kits 

and parents). 
3. Students will be allowed to bring 3-5 rabbits to contest and choose three to be judged 

in live evaluation and carcass evaluation 
4. Students will breed does and bucks to produce superior genetics in the kits. 
5. Students will prepare breeding stock to ensure conception and live birth. 
6. Students will properly feed rabbits to a weight over 3.5 pounds and under 5.5 pounds 

with exceptional meat quality. 
7. Students will manage their rabbits to ensure a healthy herd. Students will follow the 

“Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development, Generally Accepted 
Agricultural and Management Practices for the Care of Farm Animals” 
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdard/2015_CARE_OF_FARM_ANIMALS_GAAM 
Ps_480521_7.pdf 

8. Students will maintain detailed records of their project. 
 

Key elements in the Purchased projects are: 
1. Students will select any meat-type rabbit breed. 
2. Students will maintain pedigrees to record blood lines with at least 2 generations (kits 

and parents). 
3. Students will be allowed to bring 3-5 rabbits to contest and choose three to be judged 

in live evaluation and carcass evaluation 
4. Students will properly feed rabbits to a weight over 3.5 pounds and under 5.5 pounds 

with exceptional meat quality. 
5. Students will manage their rabbits to ensure a healthy herd. Students will follow the 

“Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development, Generally Accepted 
Agricultural and Management Practices for the Care of Farm Animals” 
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdard/2015_CARE_OF_FARM_ANIMALS_GAAM 
Ps_480521_7.pdf 

6. Students will maintain detailed records of their project. 
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Rules to be followed for a HOME GROWN Project. 
a. Only one project per FFA member or a group of FFA members or a classroom of students. 
b. Each project must have a minimum of one breeding doe but may include multiple does. 
c. Breeding bucks may be shared between projects. 
d. Does are to be bred no earlier than 100 days before the weigh day, if 100th day lands on 

Saturday or Sunday, breeding can occur on Friday before. 
e. Three rabbits of same breed of any sex and litter per entry will be brought for judging on 

evaluation day. 
f. Rabbits will be a minimum of 3.5 pounds and a maximum 5.5 pounds. Rabbits outside of 

these ranges will be deducted points. 
g.  Live evaluations based on Meat Type and Firmness of Flesh: Profile, Width, Hindquarter, 

Uniformity, and Weight. AR Live rabbits will be evaluated for defects including breed 
character and lacerations. 

h. Carcass evaluations based on muscling of shoulders, loin and hindquarters. As well as 
proper fat and uniformity. Carcasses will be evaluated for defects including bruises from 
improper handling. 

i. Each entry must have one or two representatives that can answer up to five oral questions 
posed by a judge after the rabbits are evaluated. 

j. Records including photographs of project and at least three (3) photographs of the kits at 
different ages, with a maximum 50 word captions for each are required. 

k. Final weights of kits will be recorded Monday before the contest day. 
l. Records and photos will be kept using AET. 

 
Rules to be followed for a Purchased Project. 
a. Only one project per FFA member or a group of FFA members or a classroom of students. 

A project consists of 3 or more rabbits. 
b. Kits must be purchased a minimum of 30 days before the weigh day and kits purchased 

need to between 70 and 80 days old at weigh in. 
c. Kits must be of the same breed but may be purchased from different breeders. 
d. Three rabbits of same breed of any sex and litter per entry will be brought for judging on 

evaluation day. 
e. Rabbits will be a minimum of 3.5 pounds and a maximum 5.5 pounds. Rabbits outside of 

these ranges will be deducted points. 
f. Live evaluations based on weight, width, profile, hindquarter, and uniformity. Live 

rabbits will be evaluated for defects including breed character and lacerations. 
Defects will result in loss of points. 

g. Carcass evaluations based on muscling of shoulder, loin and leg, condition, and uniformity. 
Carcasses will be evaluated for defects including bruises from improper handling. Defects 
will result in a loss of points. 
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h. Each entry must have one or two representatives that can answer up to five oral questions 
posed by a judge after the rabbits are evaluated. 

i. Records including photographs of project and at least three (3) photographs of the kits at 
different ages, with a maximum 50 word captions for each are required. 

k Final weights of kits will be recorded Monday before the contest day 
l. Records and photos will be kept using AET. 

 
Expert will be responsible for: 
a. Source of information at any time, (management, nutrition, disease, etc.). 
b. Personnel for judging. 
c. Reference materials to keep records. 
d. Visits during growing period as requested. 

 
Each teacher of a participating school will be responsible for: 
a. Accuracy of records and entries from his/her school.  Plagiarized reports will have the score 

reduced by 50%. 
b. Supervising program and selection of rabbits to bring to evaluation day. 
c. Setting up any supplementary studies to augment teaching during the growing period. 

 
Meat Rabbit Scoring 

1) Live Evaluation 
Meat Type and Firmness of Flesh 

• Profile (structure) 75 
• Width (structure, muscling and firmness) 75 
• Hindquarter (structure, muscling and firmness) 75 
• Uniformity 75 
• Weight (to be weighed at the contest) 90 
• Oral Questions 10   

Subtotal 400 
2) Carcass Evaluation 

Shoulders 75 
Loin 75 
Hindquarter 75 
Defects (free from bruises and fat) 75 
Uniformity 100 
 Subtotal 400 
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 4) Pedigree for Home Grown & Purchased Projects (See sample below) 45pts 
 

 5) AET Reporting Score (See rubric and sample below) 
Name/Type/Pathway and SAE Subcategory .................... 5pts 
Annual Scope .................................................................. 5pts 
Plan – Description ............................................................ 5pts 
Plan – Time ...................................................................... 5pts 
Plan – Financial Investment ............................................. 5pts 
Plan – Learning Outcome ................................................ 80pts 

• ABS.03.01 
• ABS.04.02 
• AS.02.01 
• AS.02.02 
• AS.03.03 
• AS.05.01 
• AS.06.03 
• AS.07.01 
• AS.08.02 
• FPP.03.03 

Budget ............................................................................. 5pts 
Pictures ............................................................................ 15pts 
Journals ........................................................................... 15pts 
Finance and Annual Income Statement ........................... 15pts 
 Subtotal ....... 155pts 
 
Journal Guidelines: Use these to help guide your journal entries 

• Feed 
• Daily Activities - Does not need to be journaled daily 
• Kindling (if Breeding) 
• Challenges 
• Housing 
• Breeding or Purchasing of Rabbits 
• Clear Indication or beginning of project 
• Tattooing 
• Any other major activities 

 

Financial Investment 
• Feed 
• Housing 
• Entry Fee 
• Bedding 
• Supplies 
• Purchase of Rabbits (if doing purchased rabbits) 

 
 

Total Possible Score       1000 points 
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Live Rabbit Weight Point Scale 
Average Live Weight Points 
> 6 lbs 0 pts 
5.9 - 5.6 lbs 60 pts 
5.5 - 3.5 lbs 90 pts 
3.4 - 3.2 lbs 60 pts 
3.1 - 3.0 lbs 40 pts 
2.9 - 2.5 lbs 20 pts 
< 2.4lbs 0 pts 

 
References 
Rabbit Tutor, www.rabbit-tutor.com 
Rabbit Production 2013 by James McNitt and Steven Lukefahr 

 
Key points to consider 

● Does will need supplemental light to be more receptive to breeding in January. 
● Does will need to be in a facility above freezing during kindling to prevent loss of kits. 
● Immediately after the doe kindles, it is recommended to check the new litter. 
● Kits must be handled properly to prevent bruising. Kits should never be lifted by 

grabbing the fur behind the ears. (scruffing). 

http://www.rabbit-tutor.com/
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Sample Pedigree 
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