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Innovation and Best Practices for Teaching and Learning Fall PDI 2025 
Crowne Plaza Lansing West – October 8th and 9th  

Wednesday October 8th 
 
7:30 – 8:30 am Registration and Continental Breakfast – Conference Lobby 
 

Following are located in Ballrooms ABC 
8:30 – 8:35 am Welcome and Agenda Overview – Mark Forbush 
 
8:35 – 8:45 am Institute of Agricultural Technology – Erin Bosch-Hannah  
 
8:45 – 9:00am AFNRE Update – Dr. Aaron McKim and Dr. Jessica Toombs  
 
9:00 – 9:15 am Tammy Hyatt ICEV Credential Recognition 
 
9:15 – 10:15 am Session I - CDE/LDE Updates for 2025-26 

Kevin Nugent, Dr. Tiffany Rogers-Randolph and Mark Forbush 
 
In this fast-paced session, teachers will have the opportunity to learn about the updates and changes from each 
contest which was reviewed this summer and approved by the Board of Directors in September. 
 
Round Table Discussions on updates for the following contests.  Teachers will look at changes in these contests 
which are shown in the tracked changes on each set of rules.  They will also share one training tip with others at 
their table for preparing CDE / LDE teams.  Following discussion there will be a Q and A on contest revisions.  
 
 Contests: Nursery Landscape, Floriculture, JHCM, GHCM, Marketing, and Jr High Public Speaking 

   (Forestry and Agriscience Fair will be later in the agenda) 
 
10:15 – 10:30 am Break 
 
10:30 – 11:00 am Michigan FFA Update – Dr. Tiffany Rogers-Randolph and Kevin Nugent, Michigan FFA 
Participants will be provided with information on State FFA activities. 
 
11:00 – 11:25 am National FFA Update – Jason Gore, State Relations Specialist National FFA 
Participants will be provided with an update on National FFA activities, National Convention and general 
updates related to FFA.  
 
11:25 – 11:35 am  100-year Task Force – Brian Matchett, Alex Schnabelrauch, and Dr. Tiffany Rogers-

Randolph 
 
11:35 – 12:05 pm Michigan Department of Education Updates – Mark Forbush, MDE & CSUS/AFNRE 
Participants will be provided with information on trends at the State and National level related to AFNRE key 
topics. 
 
12:10 – 1:00 pm Networking Luncheon – Sponsored by iCEV – Ballrooms ABC 
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1:00 – 2:00 pm Session II  - Dr. Aaron McKim, Dr. Jessica Toombs, and Catlin Goodwin 

Teacher collaboration - Round table sharing and discussion on many topics.  This is designed as a time to share 
and trade ideas that work well.  It is also a time to ask questions.  We will be organizing tables by program type 
and situation.  
 
2:05 – 2:45 pm Session III - Select one of the following concurrent sessions: 
 
Approved Credentials in Your Program and Michigan Farm Bureau / AET Credential – Mark Forbush  – 
Ballroom A 
This session will cover how to help your students meet the requirements for credentials and will also talk about 
using AET to look at the Michigan Farm Bureau Credential.   
 
iCEV Approved Credentials for AFNRE CIP Codes – Tammy Hyatt  – Ballroom B 
Come get a closer look at the approved credentials available from iCEV 
 
Teacher Panel on School Barns and Greenhouse Management - Kevin Nugent – Ballroom C 
 Liz Tomac - Chesaning; Alyssa Hamlin - Thornapple Kellogg;  Brian Kiesling - Corunna; Brian Matchett - 
North Ed; John Wyrick - New Lothrop; Jake Gust - Whiteford 
 
2:45 – 2:55 pm  Break 
 
2:55 – 3:45 pm Session IV – Select one of the following concurrent sessions: 
 
SAE for All Resources – Samantha and Chase Bos – Ballroom A 
Discover practical strategies and FREE tools and resources to help every student find success with an SAE. 
Learn how to integrate SAE for All into your instruction and simplify implementation. 

Integrating AET Into Your Program and Drones in Your Program – Alyssa Hamlin and Sarah Hollon  – 
Ballroom B 
This session will walk through a AET guide that is intended to assist students when they set up their profile, 
enroll in an agricultural class, establish an SAE, reference AET symbols and meanings, learn proper 
recordkeeping, and follow the pathway to earn the Michigan Farm Bureau AET Credential. 
 
Learn how drones can be a useful classroom tool, a fun way to incorporate industry technology, and what the 
requirements are to fly and use them.   
 
Arthur Berkey Agriculture, Food and Natural Resource Science Fair – Mike Everett – Ballroom C 
This session will focus on the research paper portion of the Science Fair. This includes dissecting the components of the 
research paper and appropriate use of APA citations. Q & A with those who have had experiences in the Science Fair. 
 
3:45 – 4:30 pm Session V – Select one of the following concurrent sessions: 
 
SAE for All Resources – Samantha and Chase Bos – Ballroom A 
Discover practical strategies and FREE tools and resources to help every student find success with an SAE. 
Learn how to integrate SAE for All into your instruction and simplify implementation. 
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Integrating AET Into Your Program and Drones in Your Program – Alyssa Hamlin and Sarah Hollon  – 
Ballroom B 
This session will walk through a AET guide that is intended to assist students when they set up their profile, 
enroll in an agricultural class, establish an SAE, reference AET symbols and meanings, learn proper 
recordkeeping, and follow the pathway to earn the Michigan Farm Bureau AET Credential. 
 
Learn how drones can be a useful classroom tool, a fun way to incorporate industry technology, and what the 
requirements are to fly and use them.     
 
Arthur Berkey Agriculture, Food and Natural Resource Science Fair – Mike Everett – Ballroom C 
This session will focus on the research paper portion of the Science Fair. This includes dissecting the components of the 
research paper and appropriate use of APA citations. Q & A with those who have had experiences in the Science Fair. 
 
4:30 – 4:50 pm Break room check in 
 
5:00 – 6:00 pm  MAAE Meeting – Aurora Room  
 
6:00 – 6:30 pm Connecting and Reconnecting with AFNRE colleagues – Ballrooms ABC 
 
6:30 – 8:00 pm Teacher Award Dinner – MAAE and MHTA – Ballrooms ABC 
 
8:45 – 9:00 pm State Officers Reflections – Royale Atrium 
 
9:00 - 9:30 pm  MHTA Meeting – Aurora Room 
 
9:00 – 10:15 pm FFA Dance (Ballrooms DEF) /Game Night (Ballrooms ABC) 
Teachers/Advisors with students, please supervise the dance and game night. 
 

Thursday October 9th 
 
7:00 – 7:40 am Networking Breakfast – Ballrooms ABC 
 
7:40 – 7:55 am FFA Foundation – Alex Schnabelrauch, Michigan FFA Foundation Executive Director 
   Keystone Cooperative - Sarah Morehouse 
 
8:00 – 8:55 am Session VI – Select one of the following concurrent sessions:   
 
International Agricultural Experiences with EF Tours – Samantha Bos and Josepine Forbush – Ballroom A  
Looking to connect your students with the global world of agriculture? In this session, learn how international 
travel can open doors to new perspectives, career exploration, and cultural understanding. Discover how EF 
Tours offers customized agricultural and educational travel opportunities designed specifically for agriscience 
programs. Hear firsthand experiences, planning tips, and ideas for integrating global learning into your 
classroom. 
 
Growing Scientific Inquiry: Cultivating Student-Led Research in Agriscience – Melanie Block and Kera 
Reterstoff  – Ballroom B 
This workshop will inspire you to launch impactful, student-led research projects in your own community. We'll 
share the journey of the Ravenna High School Wildlife Biology class, who transformed a community 
question—"What's in the creek?"—into a vital stream monitoring program for the local watershed with the help 
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of the Grand Valley State University professors, pushing their learning far beyond the classroom. Learn how to 
identify local needs, secure essential partnerships and funding, and integrate real-world scientific inquiry into 
your curriculum. You'll leave with practical strategies and a plan to empower your students to become active 
participants in solving local environmental challenges, fostering authentic learning and community engagement. 
 
Critical Thinking Instruction  – Renee Schweitzer -  Ballroom C 
In this session, teachers will learn ways to incorporate critical thinking instructional strategies into their AFNR 
curriculum. Participants will identify the teaching methods they already use that can improve students' critical 
thinking skills and explore how to improve those methods to make them more effective. 

9:00 – 9:55 am Session VII – Select one of the following concurrent sessions: 
 
International Agricultural Experiences with EF Tours – Samantha Bos and Josepine Forbush – Ballroom A  
Looking to connect your students with the global world of agriculture? In this session, learn how international 
travel can open doors to new perspectives, career exploration, and cultural understanding. Discover how EF 
Tours offers customized agricultural and educational travel opportunities designed specifically for agriscience 
programs. Hear firsthand experiences, planning tips, and ideas for integrating global learning into your 
classroom. 
 
Growing Scientific Inquiry: Cultivating Student-Led Research in Agriscience – Melanie Block and Kera 
Reterstoff  – Ballroom B 
This workshop will inspire you to launch impactful, student-led research projects in your own community. We'll 
share the journey of the Ravenna High School Wildlife Biology class, who transformed a community 
question—"What's in the creek?"—into a vital stream monitoring program for the local watershed with the help 
of the Grand Valley State University professors, pushing their learning far beyond the classroom. Learn how to 
identify local needs, secure essential partnerships and funding, and integrate real-world scientific inquiry into 
your curriculum. You'll leave with practical strategies and a plan to empower your students to become active 
participants in solving local environmental challenges, fostering authentic learning and community engagement. 
 
Critical Thinking Instruction  – Renee Schweitzer -  Ballroom C 
In this session, teachers will learn ways to incorporate critical thinking instructional strategies into their AFNR 
curriculum. Participants will identify the teaching methods they already use that can improve students' critical 
thinking skills and explore how to improve those methods to make them more effective. 

 
9:55 – 10:10 am Break 
 
10:10 – 10:40 am Session VIII  - Idea Expo - Freely move around to different opportunities – Ballrooms 
ABC 
Teachers will rotate through the following potential topics: 
 
AgSci Dialogues-Get Paid to Pilot 
Learn about and sign-up to be a paid participant in a six-session, online intergroup dialogue centered on urban, suburban, 
and rural identities. AgSci Dialogues is designed to learn from agricultural science educators how intergroup dialogue, 
inclusive practices, and skills for supporting dialogue across difference can advance agricultural science teaching and 
learning. One goal is developing possible agriculture, food, and natural resources classroom material centered on 
advancing leadership, communication, and cross-cultural competencies. Sign up to become a study participants  receive a 
$500 gift card as an appreciation for 100% attendance (6 online sessions). I look forward to sharing more about the 
opportunity, answering your questions, and to filling up the limited spaces we have for this fall’s AgSci Dialogues! 
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Secondary/Postsecondary Program of Study  
Get examples of what a good program of study would look like so that you are able to create one to use for your 
program. 
 
CDE/LDE Material Swap 
Round table and google folder available to provide a space to share resources.   
 
Mealworms  
Learn how to set up and manage a mealworm farm to support animal science and/or food science curriculum. 
 
10:45 to 11:35 am Session IX  – Select one of the following concurrent sessions: 
 
Forestry Skills Contest Updates and Team Training – Chris Schmiege  DNR Forester  - Ballroom A -  
Learn about the updates to the State Forestry CDE event and ideas to help train students for the contest.  
 
Ag Related Injuries and Fatalities in Michigan – Laurel Harduar Morano and Hailey TenHarmsel– 
Ballroom B 
The agricultural industry in Michigan has one of the highest industry fatality rates. There are approximately 20 
work-related fatalities among farmers and farm workers each year. This presentation will discuss the most 
common types of fatal and non-fatal injuries; describing who gets injured, where the injuries occur, and how the 
injuries may be prevented. The presentation will also summarize Michigan specific safety resources that 
educators can share with their students or incorporate into student led projects. 
 
Tips on Gathering Evidence for the CIP Self Review– Mark Forbush  -  Ballroom C 
Sharing tips and ideas for the types of evidence that should be put into the CIP Self Review. 
 
11:45 to 12:30 pm Session X – Select one of the following concurrent sessions: 
 
Utilizing AI in your AFNRE Program – Dr Jessica Toombs - Bring a device to explore artificial intelligence 
tools to use in your classroom.  – Ballroom A/B 
 
Program Instructional Design and Z Courses – Mark Forbush MDE OCTE MSU 
 – Ballroom C 
How to have a solid Instructional Design where students advance to completer and what to put on that design 
for an advanced Z course.  
 
12:30 to 12:40 pm DTE Energy - DJ Ikeler – Ballrooms ABC 
 
12:40 to 1:30 pm Networking Lunch – Ballrooms ABC 
 
1:30 to 2:15 pm Session XI  
 
Utilizing AI in your AFNRE Program – Dr Jessica Toombs - Bring a device to explore artificial intelligence 
tools to use in your classroom.  – Ballroom A/B 
 
Program Instructional Design and Z Courses – Mark Forbush MDE OCTE MSU 
 – Ballroom C 
How to have a solid Instructional Design where students advance to completer and what to put on that design 
for an advanced Z course.  



6 
 

 
 
2:15 pm Adjourn 
 

Fall PDI Sponsors 
Michigan Department of Education 

Michigan State University 
College of Agriculture and Natural Resources  

Department of Community Sustainability 
Michigan FFA Association 

iCEV 


