
Members of a four-year program

Show FFA membership since 2023 (or earlier)

Show a valid SAE and supporting records
every year since 2024

A valid SAE must be connected to agriculture,
food, and natural resources (AFNR)

All SAEs must be classified as the correct type
(entrepreneurship, placement, or research)
and have appropriate supporting records

All SAEs must include a description that
describes what the project is and how it is
connected to (AFNR)

Have participated in a minimum of five
leadership/FFA activities above the 
chapter level 

25 hours of community service, with
descriptions for each entry

Service projects must include a description
and cannot be to FFA chapter, family
members, or teaching/participating in
religious services.

Members of a two-year program

Show FFA membership since 2024 (or earlier)

Show a valid SAE and supporting records
every year since 2025

A valid SAE must be connected to agriculture,
food, and natural resources (AFNR)

All SAEs must be classified as the correct type
(entrepreneurship, placement, or research)
and have appropriate supporting records

All SAEs must include a description that
describes what the project is and how it is
connected to (AFNR)

Have participated in a minimum of five
leadership/FFA activities above the 
chapter level 

25 hours of community service, with
descriptions for each entry  

Service projects must include a description
and cannot be to FFA chapter, family
members, or teaching/participating in religious
services.

STATE DEGREE APPLICATIONS 2026 Requirements
In addition to the checklist in AET, State Degree applications are also manually checked
in the Michigan FFA Office to ensure that the remaining requirements are met. You can
utilize this guide to identify the components that are manually verified. There is also an
example application that includes additional hints and information throughout to aid
you in completing your application.



In a four-year program, students must have a minimum
membership of at least 24 months.

Ex: For a 2026 application, membership must have
started in 2023 or earlier. 

In a two-year program, students must have a minimum
membership of at least 16 months.

Ex: For a 2026 application, membership must have
started in 2024 or earlier. 

Note: Some information and pages of this
application have been removed to protect the

privacy of the individual. 



Be sure all SAE projects are classified as
the correct type (placement vs.
entrepreneurship). If enterprise is
owned/purchased by applicant, it
cannot be listed as placement, it must
be listed as entrepreneurship.

Language such as “groomed my horse”
and “harvested my garden” will lead
reviewers to think the applicant owns the
project and it should be classified as
entrepreneurship.

If the project is in fact placement, be sure
to clarify in description that someone else
owns the enterprise.

For 2026, students in a four-year
program, must show a valid SAE and
supporting records for every year since
2024 (can be even earlier).

For 2026, students in a two-year
program, must show a valid SAE and
supporting records for every year since
2025 (can be even earlier).

SAEs can be any combination of
entrepreneurship, placement, or research
for any year.

Please see additional notes below on
what is required for a project to be
considered a valid SAE.



A valid SAE must be connected to agriculture, food, or natural resources. It cannot duplicate
other records or activities in the application. The following cannot count toward SAE requirements:

Competing or preparing for CDE/LDE - this is an FFA activity
Anything also listed as an FFA activity or community service in the application - hours cannot be
duplicated across sections of the application
Working on the degree application itself

For every SAE project listed (both
entrepreneurship and placement), in
addition to the employer/project name, be
sure to include a description.  The
description must be written so that an outside
reviewer can understand: 

1.What the project is and 
2.How it is related to agriculture, food, or

natural resources.

Descriptions should include a description of
the project and the student’s responsibilities.

Here’s how to add/edit an SAE description:

Go to your Journal > Project/Experience
Manager (SAE). For each project, under the
resources column, there is a clipboard icon.
Click the clipboard: Then enter the description
into the open field and click save. Repeat
these steps for each project. 



An entrepreneurship SAE must have a
unit of measurement when indicating
the size/scope of the enterprise. Ex:
“heads”, “acres”, “bushels”, etc.



The scope for entrepreneurship SAEs
automatically defaults to 1. Be sure to
update this number to accurately
reflect the project.





For every year that an
entrepreneurship project is listed on
the Supervised Agricultural
Experience - Entrepreneurship
page(s) of the application, there must
also be the appropriate financial
records for that year on the Income
and Expense Summary page(s). 





For both a four-year and two-year program, students must
have participated in a minimum of 5 leadership/FFA
activities above the chapter level 



For community service
that is listed,
organizations/groups that
service is provided with
should be listed in the
second column as part of
the description. If FFA is
listed in the first column,
the hours will not be
counted. Be sure whom
the service was provided
to or for is listed in the
first column - think: who
benefited from the
service. You can conduct
service projects with your
FFA chapter, but this
should be listed in the
second column - in
description of the service.

Be sure to review the generated PDF
of your application to ensure that
everything is completed correctly.

See Michigan FFA Board of Directors
Policy Manual for additional degree
requirements.

Students must have at least 25 hours of
community service. Service cannot be to or for
FFA chapter, family members, or teaching or
participating in religious services.  

More information on accepted community
service projects can be found here.

https://michiganffa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/6.14.24_MI-FFA-Board-of-Directors-Policy-Manual.docx.pdf
https://michiganffa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/6.14.24_MI-FFA-Board-of-Directors-Policy-Manual.docx.pdf
https://ffa.app.box.com/s/75vwvmzgxsh4x0a55gy1to8ejw7g2iby/file/323326541238

